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Xhe elucidation of language, and the improvement of lexico- 
graphy, are investigations that have occupied the attention, 
and engaged the pens of many men distinguished for talents 
and learning. 

First impressions, and early associations, are difficult to re- 
move. In our youth we are instructed '^to regard the Greeks 
and the Romans as the greatest, the wisest, and the most . 
polished of Nations ; and to associate with the name of Goths 
every thing tiiat is Ignorant, barbarous, and savage. To Gothic 
ancestors, however, it should be remembered, we are indd)ted 
for our existence, our language, and a part — perhaps the most 
valuable— of our laws. We should also recollect that, when 
these immense hordes forsook their native forests, and settled 
in the countries they subdued, the freedom of the individual 
was respected. and supported. The authority he acknow- 
ledged, and the subordination he yielded, were not the will 
of a tyrant, or the aggrandizement of a chief; but the voice of 
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the nation at large, of which every member was a part :*-a 
system, though deficient in the elegancies of art, the researches 
of science, or the ingenious labours of industry, was still 
founded in friendship and benevolence, in protection and gra- 
titude. That there is an extensive, and much more intimate 
connexion than could have been imagined, between the lan- 
guage of the Goths, and that which was first spoken by the 
Greeks, and afterwards by the inhabitants of Italy, has been 
satisfiu^torily proved in the Hermet Scythicus of the author's 
friend Dr. Jamieson, a writer possessed of an accurate know- 
ledge of the different Grothic dialects. 

Amidst the contradiction, error, and confusion that prevail, 
not only in regard to the peopling of Great Britain but of 
Europe — ^involving early literary history in great obscurity- 
it ia difficult to draw any authentic conclusions, from which to 
be enabled satis&ctorily to trace the establishment of our pre- 
sent mixed language, and the means and gradations through 
or by which it was accomplished. The pure Saxon style 
which at one period predominated, became greatly adulterated ; 
partly by the barbarity and ignorance of the inhabitants, and 
partly by the sanguinary conflicts with the Danes ; a people, 
who, though of kindred origin, and using a dialect derived 
from the same Northern source, were much inferior in civi- 
lization to the Saxons. Harassed by these Danish incursions, 
and often driven from their habitations, the people neglected 
learning, and a part of the language of their enemies gradually 
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became incorporated with their own. The courtiers of Ed« 
ward the Confessor, priding themsdres on the introduction 
of a foreign idiom, prevented any attempt to restore the energy 
of the original tongue; and the system adopted after the 
Norman conquest gave rise to those changes, which the acci- 
dents of time, and the improveinents of society, subsequently 
effiicted in the Utcrature of England. 

To those arqiiainted with our literary history, it is evident 
that we have to look for our 0I4 English, where it only exists 
in its pure uncorrupted state, in the distant provinces of the 
North ; however much thef^uaseology, in many reqpects, may 
be disBgured by modem corruptions, cant terms, or puerilittes. 
The land of ** Cockaigne," as some wits have lately called the 
dweUers in the metropolis, has long lost its radness of idiom ; 
but among the lower dasses tradition has been fiiithfid to its 
task; and several of our vulgarisms are in fiict the remains of 
genuine English. Consequently, many archaisms occurring 
in our numerous old Chronides, and in Grower, Chaucer, 
Skdton, Shakspeare, Beaumont and Fletcher, Ben Jonsoli, 
and other early writers — ^now totally disused in other parts of 
the kingdom-— are still preserved in the remotest places of the 
North. This may be easily accounted for. In these districts, 
until of late years, the inhabitants had little or no intercourse 
with the more Southern counties. They, therefore, retained 
their andent manners, customs, and language; undiangedby 
a mixture with those of their neig^ibours; and freed from the 
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arbitrary caprice of fashion— as much an enemy to, and work* 
ing as great an inroad on a living language as barbariain itself. 
The distinctions of local dialects are now, however, becoming 
less conspicuous. The artizan and petty trader, no longer 
able to stem an overwhelming competition, are often compdled 
to emigrate from their native villages to laiger towns ; neoes* 
sarily leaving this decreasing population to be supplied from 
distant places. An interchange of inhabitants so frequent, 
must ultimately, however imperceptibly, destroy all provincial 
peculiarities of speech. 

Under these feelings, and with a view of preserving many 
ancient and emphatic terms, that were in danger of being 
totally lost, the author was induced to commence a collection 
of Provincialisms. In his earlier years he had fr'equent com- 
munications with difierent parts of the North, and accnstomed 
himself to note down from time to time, all such words as ap- 
peared wortiiy of preservation, or were likely to aiK>rd an expla- 
nation of former manners or customs. I£s first efibrt was a 
mere outline, sketched solely for his own amusement, and with*> 
out any intention of ever bestowing upon it the labour in which 
, it has since involved him. In that state the manuscript passed 
into the library of Mr. Lambton, a gentleman who feels a deep 
interest in the preservation of whatever is connected with the 
Northern counties. By those to whose opinion and judgment 
the autiior is bound to defer, such an accumulation of ancient 
dialectical words (when properly described) was consido^ 
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too interesdng an Edition to the history of our literature and 
of our language, and too valuable a portion of our local anti- 
quities to be "vvithheld from the public 

Mr. Lambton accordingly, with his accustomed liberality, 
again-confided the manuscript to the care and revision of the 
original writer. One step brought on another, until the first 
compilation became so overwhelmed with new matter, and so 
altered by new arrangement, that few traces of the original 
are now discernible. The preparing of it for the press, in this 
enlarged fprm, has been the occupation of such short inter- 
vals of leisure as were not^ incompatible with, and could be 
spared from the almost unceasing duties of a laborious pro- 
fession,--and which the author found it a greater relaxation 
to employ in this than in any other manner. 

To diversify the work the author has not coilfined it to an 
explanation of mere words. Under the heads which necessa^ 
rily refer to them, he has occaaonally inserted elucidations of 
the vulgar rites and popular opinions, which tradition has 
fidthfrdly transmitted through many generations. In some 
instances, however, it has been found that these superstitions 
are of such remote antiquity, as to have actually outlived the 
knowledge of the very causes that gave them origin. ^ The 
*^ generality of men," as remarked by Brand, ** look back with 
^ superstitious veneration on the ages of their fore-&thers; 
** and authoritiea that are grey with time seldom fail of com- 
** manding those filial honours claimed even by the appearance . 
* of hoary old age." / 
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The reader will readily suppose that in compiling this Qios* 
saiy, the author was not unmindfiil of the labours of his pie- 
decesscNTs. Prior Dictionaries and Vocabularies have been 
consulted to a great extent ; and references made to such of 
them as aided his enquiries or illustrated his views. Ra^ ap* 
pears to have been a man of learning, and a Saxon scholiir— t 
Qfose^ a writer of a diflerent description. Many of the words 
contained in the work of the former are now out of use ; 
while it is difficult to recognize several of those appropriated 
to the North in that of the latter, from the distorted spelling 
in which they are clothed— the cotopHer not having a sufficient 
personal knowledge of the dialect he attempted to describe. 
As to Pegge's Supplement, a number of his Provincialisms 
are classical English, and vary properiy inserted in Mr. 
Todd*8 elaborate edition of Dr. Johnson's work. The Doctor 
himself was scarcely at all aware of the authenticity of ancient 
dialectical words ; and having an unaccountable prcjudiice on 
the su]]ject, seldom gave them a place in his Dictionary. The 
List of Ancient Words used in the mountainous parts of the 
West Riding of Yorkshire, published in the Archssologia by 
Dr. Willan, a native of that district, is a valuable contribution 
to our philology. Most of these words being old acquaint* 
ances, the work has been of great use to the author. There 
does not appear to this intelUgent writer, sufficient ground for 
the idea entertained by Dr. Jamieson, and some others, who 
maintain that the. lowland Scotch and tiie English are dii&rent 
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languages. Any variations of accent, or in the mode of spel- 
ling, he remarks, do not contribute to establish the point, 
^en we find on examination, that both the radicals and the 
grammar are predsdy the same. Hence, as he observes, a 
person bom in any of the Northern counties of England un- 
derstands andent and modem Scotch poetry, and enjoys it as 
much as the Scots themselves. This is unquestionably true 
to a great extent ; and it is equally certain that similarity of 
Janguage is one W the most convincmg documents- of national 
affinity. The reader, however, must dedde for himself, after 
he hasl perused and considered Dr. Jamieson's perspicuous 
Dissertation on the Ori^ of the Scottish language. The 
West Riding words are also preserved in a Uttie work recently 
published, under the tide of Horie Momenta Cravetuey or The 
Craven Dkdect Exemplified^ m Two Dia2ogiMf»,with a copious 
Glossary ; a book that has not been overlooked. The only 
other provincial Glossaries, from which the writer has derived 
any material assistance, are those of, ChetMre Words t^ Roger 
WHbraham, Esq., and Sujffblk Words by Afojor Moor; kindly 
sent to him by the respective authors. Many of the terms in 
both these pubfications, are radically the same as those col- 
lected orally by the writer, though they appear tabe difoent 
from the dialectical varmtions which they hsve undergone. 

The 'National work of Dr. Jamieson has been of use to the 
author in almost everfr page. He is also materirily indebted 
to that learned writer for many etymologies that might other- 
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wise have escaped him. An enemy to all fimcilul etymology, he 
has endearoured to guard against such fiusdnation. Knowing 
the extreme fallaciousness of the science when fotmded on a 
mere similarity of sound, however striking, he has abstained 
from aU attempts at derivation where the sources did not seem 
clear and tmdeniable ; and he has, in particular, avoided any 
display of dexterity, by refraining from a reference to languages 
of which the people were entirely ignorant, or which bear no 
affinity to their own. I£s chief researches have been among 
the ancient Northern dialects; where, if we are not always 
able to trace the primary ancestor, we may discover a resem- 
blance sufficient to satisfy us, that we are recurring to a very 
remote primogenitor. It is much to be regretted that trans- 
lators fit>m, and interpreters of Saxon, should ever have pub- 
lished their woriEs in Latin ; there being no natural analogy 
between the two languages. An English version would not 
only have preserved the original form, but have shewn the 
propriety of the present speech. A contrary method has oc- 
casioned many of our words to be considered as barbarous and 
obsolete, which, looking to the original tongue, are not only 
genuine but ngmficant. By those who are conversant with 
the Saxon and Northern languages^ the justice t>f this remark 
will be readily appreciated— they who are ignorant of these 
philological treasures have slender pretensions to the name of 
a grammarian or a critic, an antiquaiy or a historian. 

In a few of his etymological speculations, and in some of 
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his definitions, the author has been under the nece8sitj|r of 
differing in ojnnion fi*om friends, whose learning he admires, 
and for whom he entertains a personal esteem ; but their com- 
mon pursiut being the same, he consoles himself with the 
pleasing anticipation that his observations, oflfered with due 
respect, will be taken in the light they are meant — an anxious 
desire to be strictly accurate ; however seemingly unimportant 
the subject. 

Several of the words admitted into this collection are, un- 
doubtedly, fiiere vicious pronunciations ; but they are, in most 
cases, so truly characteristical of a local peculiarity beyond 
the mere corruption, that the author could not reconcile him- 
self entirely to omit them. The phrases withm inverted com- 
mas, at the end of several of the explanations, are all genuine 
expressions; which have been either heard by himself, or 
copimunicated to him by Mends on whose accuracy and 
fidelity he can implicitly rely : — and in order to relieve, in 
some degree, the dryness of a mere explanation of a vocabu- 
lary of words, he has occasionally inserted illustrations fi'om 
andent, as well as firom modem local writers. 

Althou^ the author is a native of, and has spent the 
greater part (/P his life in this part of the kingdom, he feels it 
right to acknowledge, that he has often met with words, even 
in common use, the true meaning of which he has had the 
greatest difficulty to ascertain. Some were interpreted to 
him oneway and some anollier, according to the peculiar ideas 
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attached to them by different individuals ; and in consequence 
of that indefinite character, which must always, more, or less, 
mark expressions merely oral. In terms thus doubtful, he 
cannot presume that he has, in every instance, succeeded in 
his explanations; but whatever en*ors he may have com- 
mitted, in this or in any other respect, he will, on their being 
pointed out, be glad to rectify in another edition ; which has 
become necessary in consequence of the demand for the pre- 
sent far exceeding the number of copies printed. The author 
takes this opportunity further to state, that he will be pecu- 
liarly indebted to any of his readers, who may be kind enough 
to transniit to him any authentic proyindal words, which have 
escaped his notice, or any particular local customs to which he 
has omitted to allude, with the proper explanations. Such is 
the copiousness of our Northern vernacular speech, that the 
author ia far from pretending that he has been able — even 
aided as his own researches have been by the most liberal 
communicadons both offends and of strangers — to give by 
any means a complete view of it. 

It now remains to the author, and it is a pleasing part of 
his duty, to testify his sense of obligation for the assistance 
that has been afforded him ; and to return his acknowledg- 
ments for the condescension and politeness he has received at 
the hands of those — not less distinguished by their literary 
acquirements than by their exalted rank — who have patronized 
and encouraged the publication, and favoured the author with 
their advice and information on subjects connected therewith. 
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To one of the learned Judges, eminently versed in our lite- 
rary history, vhom the author had the honour of knowing 
when at the Bar, especial thanks are ,due for the partiality and 
kindness that prompted him to direct the author's attention to 
sources of information which were found highly advantage- 
ous to consult ; and to a Right Reverend Prelate, a liberal 
patron of literature, with whom the author had not the honour 
of a previous acquaintance, he is under a particular obligation 
for the unsolicited loan of a copy of Palsgrave, a work of ex- 
cessive rarity, and a great typographical curiosity. 

To the possessors of Collections of local words the author 
stands indebted, with one single exception, for the confiden- 
tial manner in which they intrusted to him their manuscripts ; 
allowing him the unr^trained use of them. This liberal con- 
duct, so gratifying to the author's feelings, has not only, in 
many instances, materially assisted him in the progress of his 
labours, but has enabled him to add several interesting parti- 
culars, which, without such unreserved communications, 
would, in all probability, have escaped his observation. lliese 
favours the author is desirous of acknowledging according to 
the order in which they were conferred. 

To the fiiendship of the Reverend John Hodgson, Vicar of 
Kirkwhelpington, and author of the History of Northumber- 
land, now in a course of publication, the writ^ is indebted 
for the use of a volume of memoranda connected with the 
historian's own enquiries, but which proved highly useful on 
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the present occasion. The author is much obliged to his 
learned friend, James Losh, Esq. for the loan of an extensive 
list of words still m use in the Northern parts of England, 
more particularly in the county of Cumberland, several of 
which are marked as occurring in Chaucer, Spenser, and other 
old writers. To the kindness of the Reverend John Brewster^ 
Rector of Egglescliffe, the author owes the perusal of a large 
catalogue of Northern words collected by that respectable 
clergyman. From a Glossary obl]gii|gly put into the author's 
hands by his intelligent friend, George Taylor, Esq. many im- 
portant gleaxungs have been gathered ; nor has the collection 
of Mr. John Bell, a pains-taking antiquary, with which the 
author was favoured, been without its use. To the attention 
and fnendship of the Reverend Anthony Hedley, author of 
the int^'esting Essay towards ascertmning the Etymology of 
the Names of Places in the County of Northumberland, pub- 
lished in the Archseologia iBliana, the writer is indebted for a 
curious collection of local words made by the late C. Machell, 
Esq. for Mr. Richardson, of Cheadle ; and intended by that 
gentleman for the great work of the late Reverend Jonathan 
Boucher ; which has hitherto, unfortunately, been confined to 
the first letter of the alphabet ; but the remainder of which, 
there is every reason to hope, will soon be given to the public. 
Innumerable obligations are due to the Rev. Henry Cotes, 
Vicar of Bedlington, for repeated acts of attention, and for 
many communications, which his extensive personal acqumnt- 
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ance wi^ the Northtunbrian dialect rendered so acceptable. 
For various other commutkications made to the author in the 
course of the work, with great liberality and wit)iout solicita^ 
tion, he is largely indebted to a number of other friends ; par- 
ticularly to Sir Cuthbert Sharp, Mr. Thomas Doubleday, Mr. 
John Stanton, Mr. Edward Hemsley, and an amiable female, 
whose retiring modesty leads her to derive most gratification 
when in her power to confer a benefit unnoticed. Nor is the 
author without obligation for some ingenious and sensible re- 
marks, as well as for several words, which have been sent to 
him without the writer's name. 

To the uninterrupted friendship of his early prec^tor, the 
Reverend William Turner — ^a name with which every thing 
benevolent is associated — ^the author owes the perusal of some 
Danish books, which he could not obtain except through the 
kind offices of that obliging individual ; to whom he is frirther 
indebted for MS. notes on Verotegan's Restitution of De- 
cayed Intelligence. The author's thanks are also due to his 
fiiend, Mr. Murray, for the loan of an interleaved copy of 
Grose's Ph>vinoial Glossary with MS. additions. And to the 
liberality and friendship of his early associate, John Bowser, 
Esq. the author owes^ the possession of some curious Dic- 
tionaries, and several uncommon books connected with his 
enquiries. 

To Henry Ellis, Esq. of the British Museum, the author ten^ 
ders his thanks for pointing out to him, among the Lansdowne 
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manuscripts, the very curious and select Glossary compiled 
by Bishq[) Kennett, accompanied Hy the most obliging offers 
oC assistance, which writers at a distance from the larger 
fountains of research and intelligence know so well how to 
appreciate. 

The author regrets that he has not, in this first edition, 
been able to benefit by the MS. Glossary just alluded to ; or 
to avail himself of an '^Explanation of several Terms made 
use of in the Lead Mnes, &c. in Alston Moor," which he owes 
to the politeness of Anthony Easterby, Esq. of Coxlodge. 
These additions, however, shall appear in a future impression, 
incorporated with a *' Vocabulary of provincial phrases used 
by the Miners in Teesdale," with which the author has been 
favoured by his friend, the Reverend George Newby. 

It still remains to mention the acknowledgments that are 
due to Mr. William Garret, not only for indefatigable atten- 
tion to the work through the press, which, from the author's 
other- avocations, was confided to his management ; but for 
many local words which his unwearied zeal enabled him to 
coUect in situations beyond the reach of, and from sources 
inaccessible to the author, in addition to several Newcastle 
expressions of which he was himself the living depository. 

The author has to regret that death should have deprived 
him of the pleasure of expressing his gratitude to his much 
respected firiend, Matthew Gr^son, Esq. for the interest he 
took in this publication; and for various acts of attention 
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and civility experienced at bis hands. Acknowledgments 
would also have been due to the late Reverend J. J. Cony- 
beare, for offers of assistance, and for the promise of informal 
tion ; but that eminent scholar has also sunk into the grave. 

Having already said so much of the mode and execution of 
the work, it is now left to its hte. The author has en- 
deavoured, by the means within his power, to be &ithfid and 
accurate ; but he has no wish, by any apology, to screen him- 
self from candid and liberal criticism. 
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LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS. 

Bk Ancient British language. 

Celt. Celtic language. , 

Cumb Cumberland dialect. 

Dan. Danish language. 

Dur. Durham dialect. 

Dut. Dutch language. 

Fr. French language. 

Gael Gaelic language. 

Germ German language. 

Ir Irish language. 

Isl.« Islandic (or Icelandic) language. 

Ital Italian language. 

Lane Lancashire dialect 

Lat. Latin language. 

Moe.-Got'— M(es.-Got. Moes<vGothic language. 
Newc Newcastle dialect. 

I 

North Northumberland dialect. 

Sax Anglo-Saxon language. 

8c Scottish language. 

Span Spanish language. 

Su.-Got. Suio-Gothic, or ancient language of Sweden. 

Sw. Modem Swedish language. 

Teut. Teutonic language. 

West. ; Westmorland dialect. 

York. «. Yorkshire dialect 
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XXU CONTRACTIONS. 

Psligraye L*fl8claiKia8ement de la Languc Francoiae^ 

fol. Black Lsttke. The two first books 
printed by Pynaon, and the Sd (the most co- 
pious part) by lohan Hawldn8>— the only 
work he ever executed. 

Ray CoUection of EngUsh Words, l^mo. 2d edit. 

Lond. 1091. 

Roquefort Glossairc de hi Langue Romane, 2 torn. 8vo. 

Paris, 1806. 

Skin.^-Skinner. .... Etymologicon Linguae Anglicans, fol. Lond. 

1671. 

Spelman Glossarium Archaiologicum, folio, London,. 

1687. 

Suff. Woxds. Suffolk Words and Phrases, by Edward Moor, 

F. R. S. F. A. S. 12mo. Woodbridge, 182S. 

Tooke. Diversions of Purley, 2 vols. 4to. Lond. 1796, 

and 1805. 

Wachter. Glossarium Germauicum, 2 torn. foL Lips. 

1787. 

Wilb. An attempt at a Glossary of some words used 

in Chediire. From the Archaeologiae, Vol. 
XIX. With considerable additions, 8to. 
Lond. 1820. Prioatdy prwUd, 

Willan. .. A List of Ancient Words at present used in the 

' Mountainous Districts of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. Ardueologia, Vol. XVII. 



The reader can have no difficulty in ascertaining the other books 
referred to, by the manner in which they are quoted.. 
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A. 

A. It is a striking provindal peculiarity tenadously to retain 
this letter in most of the words 'in which modern English 
substitutes o, as am, own, bane^ bone, &c.; and in those 
ending in //, the two last letters are generaUy omitted as 
a* for all, ro* for call, &c. 

Aac, Aik, Yak, Yeck, the oak. Sa3E. oe, aee, Su.-Got. oil. 
Germ, eu^, Dut. and Isl. e&. 

Aback, behind. Isl. o-do^, backward. 

Abuns, periiaps, possibly. F. Tooke and Bouch. 

Aboon, Abuin, above. V, Jun. and Bouch. 

Abraid, or Brade, to rise on the stomach with a dc^^'ee of 
nausea; applied to articles of diet, wfakh prove disagreeable 
to the taste, or difficult of digestion. 

Abbedb, in breadth. Sax. abredron^ to lengdien. 

Abstract, to take away by stealth. — Borders 

AcnSBN, an acorn. Isl. akam, 

B V 



2 ACRE 

AcKSRSPRiT, the pmnBture sprouting of a potatoe, the germi- 
nation of grain. V, Skin. Jam. and Wilb. 

AcRB-DALB Lands, common fields in which different proprie- 
tors hold portions of greater or (ess quantities ; from acrCf 
a word common to almost erery language, and Sax. {Uelanf 
to divide. In ancient times an /ure did not signify any de- 
terminate quantity ; and when at length it came to mean a 
specific part, the measure still varied, until it was fixed by 
statute. 

Addeiustonbs, perforated stones, imagined by the vulgar to be 
made by the sting of an adder. They are suspended in 
stables as a charm. 

Addiwissen, had I known it. An expression nearly obsolete, 
though still retained by some old persons. It i^pears to 
have been formed on that poor excuse, to which silly people 
are apt to )mve recourse, ^hen, for want of thought, they 
have fidlen into a difficulty : had I wist, *or had I wUsen 
(and in the pronunciation it is as one word, addiwissen), I 
would not have done so and so. The phrase is of consi-, 
derable antiquity, occurring in Gascoigne's Hermits Tale, in 
Gower, and in Holinshed. 

Addle, Eddle, v, to earn by labour. — Addlings, s. labour- 
ers's wages. Sax, edlean, recompense, or requital. Dif- 
ferent both in import and source from-^AoDLED, a. de- 
cayed, impaired, rotten; as, ^ addie headed," ** addled 
eggs," Sax. adlean, to be sick or languid. 

Adge, adz, an addice. 

Ae, £a. Yea, one, one of several, each. Aewaas, tdways, 

Ae lad ^e out below the ha* 
. Ees Maggie wi* a glance.— •Aood Fair, 

Afear*d, afraid. This word is repeatedly used by Shakspeare, 
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in several of his plays, and I don't remember that t^raid 

occurs more than once. Pure Sax. 
Aft, behind. The dictionaries call this a sea term, but it is in 

common use on the banks of the Tyne^ and occasionally in 

other {daces, in the sense here given, without any relation 

to nautical subjects. IHire Sax. * 

Ag, to cut with a stroke, adopted firom Sc hagy to hew, syno- 

nimous with hade. 
Agate. Dr. Johnson says, '^ on the way, agoing," but it also 

means, as well a person recovered from a rack bed, as mie 

who is employed in doing any thing. 
AfiB, «. to grow old, as he i^^, he begins to age. CMUL 
AfiSAN, against. Old RngjKshy agen, 
Ag3B^ Aibb, Agtb, awry, uneven. ^ Let ne'er a new whim 

ding thy fimcy ajee." — A, Ramtay. Across, ^it went 

all i^jee." — Ajar, ]^>plied to a do<Mr a little open. Bums 
. uses fl^gifey, fiwr wrong. 

The best laid schemes o*mioe and men 

Gang aft a-gieif* 
Agin, as it 
AfiOG, eager, desirous. ** He'^ quite agog for it." Etymokgy 

Aarar.behind. "< To ride a hint." Sax.a4Mdbii. 

AiGRB, soun Fr. aigre, henoe Alb-aigbs, Alegar^ sour ale 
used as vinegar. West. aUekar, 

AiRD. This word as ^iplied to the name of a (dace means 
faif^ as J&tdky in Hexhamshire. Br. akrd^ height. Gad. 
and Lc ard^ nighty, great and noUe. It is also used to 
describe the quali^ of a jdace or fidd, in which sense it 
means dry, parehed, from LaL aniwi^ hence miL 

Anm, Av, fearful "* He was oirtA to do it"— ^ he's arfish," 
i.r. afraid. *" An airtfafid ni|^— a fbarfiil ni^ Sax. 
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AiTH, an oath. Moes.-Grot. and Se. 

Aits, Yaits, Ybtts, oats. Sax. ata, aie. 

AiXES, AxBs, a fit or paroxysm of an ague. Used by several 

old writers. Fr. accez, accez defievre, 
AiiANTBi^ at a distance. Ital. da iontano, Fr. hintain. 
Ale, a merry meeting, a rural feast. Bride-ofe, and church- 

ale are of frequent occurrence in old documents. 

And their authorities at wakes and Ales, 

With country precedents, and old wives* tales.— >^fys. Jon. 

AusATES, an old word synommous with always, or all manner 
of ways, and compounded of ail and gatesy which in the 
North denote ways. Not obsolete as stated in Todd's 
Johnson. 

AU/-A-B1TS9 ail in pieces, in rags. 

AU/-ALON(M>F, Au^ALONG-ON, sometimcs pronounced Aw- 
LUNO, entirely owing to. Used by Skdion, Ben. Jonson^ 
and others ; and may be referred to Sax. ge4angan, 

Allar. See Ellbr. 

Allbt, the conclusion of a game at foot-ball, when the ball has 
passed the boundary .—^2)tfr. 'Fr.aUer, Also a superior sort 
of marble, made from alabaster. In later times the potteries 
in the neig^bouriiood of Newcastle have made an imitation 
from white day, termed PoUaUey$y but which are not es- 
teemed any way equal. 

All-hallows, All Saint's day (Ist Nov.). . It is remarkaUe^ 
that, whilst the old Popish names, for the other fests and 
festivals, such as Christmas, Candlemas, &c. are generally 
retained throu^out Eng^d, the northern counties alone 
continue the use of the ancient name for the festival of AUr 
" SainU. See Hallb E'en. 

Always, however, nevertheless. Its use in this sense is com* 
mon in the North, and also in Scotland. 
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All-in-ths-well, a juvenile game in Newcastle and the ndgfa- 
bourhood. A circle is made about dgfat inches in diameter, 
termed the well, in the centre of which, is placed a wooden 
p^, four inches long, with a button balanced on the top. 
Those desirous of playing give buttons, marbles, or any 
thing else according to agreement, for the privilege of 
throwing a short stick, with which they arefiimished, at the 
peg. Should the button fly out of the ring, the player is 
entitled to double the stipulated value of what he gives for 
the stick. The game is also practised at- the Newcastle 
races and other places of amusement in the North, with 
three pc^, which are put into three circular holes, made 
in the ground, about two feet apart, and formng a triangle. 
In this case each hole contains a peg, about mne inches 
long, upon which are deposited, either a small knife or 
some copper. The person playing gives so much for each 
stidc, and gets all the articles that are thrown off so as to 
611 on the outside of the holes. 

A-HANY, a great number. 

AuBRT, or AuMRY, a cupboard, pantry, or place where victuals 
are kept. Old Fr. aumuire, 

Amell, between or among. Sw. emellan, Dan. imeilem. 

An AN, Nan, Non, sir ! what ? what do you say ? Commonly 
used as an answer to questions not understood, or distinct- 
ly heard. Perhaps from a repeti^on of Fr. ain, noticed by 
Le Roux as, * Sorte d'intojection interrogative, commune 
aux petites gens, et fort indvile parmi des personnes 
polies." 

Anchor, the chape of a buckle, t. e. the part by which it is 
festened. Fr. ancre, Lat. anchora. 

Ancubt, Ancleth, Ancliff, the ankle. Sax. ancleow, 

Anbnst, against, towards, oppo^te. Used by Chaucer and 
Ben. Jonson. 
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Ano*nails, ooras in the feet-^Ctcmft. 

Anos, aumSf the beard of bariey or wheat. Sii.-Qot agn. 

Anters, Auntrrs, needless scruples^ mischances or misadven- 
tures. Anters, kunUeri, ennanien, are also used for, in 
case, lesty it may be. Dut. andert. 

Antre, a cave or den. Lat mdnm, 

Ofantan vast, and desarts idle.— -5Aa^. Otheilo. 

Antrims, Tantrums, affected airs or whims, freaks, odd fan- 
cies, maggots. 

Arder, fallow quarter, similar to aUher, a course of ploughing 
in rotation. 

Ark, a large chest. The original and etymological sense. 
Same in Su.-Got. Dan. Gael, and Dut. 

Arles, Earlbs, Arns, Alls, or Yearles, money given 
in confirmation of a bargain, or by way of earnest for 
service to be performed. Mr. Boucher seems to consider 
Aries to ^ye the last and almost expiring remains, in our 
language, of a word of very remote antiquity, that was once 
in general use, which the Romans abbreviated into arra,^ 
and which the Latins in the middle ages changed into 
arrha. It denoted an earnest or pledge in general, and 
was of);en used to signify an espousal present or gift from 
the man to the woman on their entering into an engage- 
ment to marry. This, as we learn from Pliny, was a ring 
of iron, the ancient Romans being long prohibited from 
wealing rings of any other metal. The giving of arlet for 
confirming a bargain is still very common in all the north- 
ern counties. It is an old custom, still kept up, for the 
buyer and seller to drink together on these occasions, 
without which the engagement would hardly be considered 
valid. Gael, iarlus, Welsh, ernes* 
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Arnut^ Awsvt, Jurnut, Yernut, a pig-nut, or earth-chesnut. 
Sax. eard^ut. Dut. aarde-noot, 

Arr, a mark or scar ; hence Pock-arrs, a common phrase for 
those marks on the face left by the small-pox. Su.-Got. 
aerr, Isl. aer. Dan. ar, 

Arsie^varsib, Arsby-warsey, topsy-turvy. Etymology ob- 
vious. 

All things run arsie-varsie.— -J9en. Jon, 

Art, quarter of the Heavens, a part of the countr}'. Germ. 
Oft, a place — die vier orte^ the four quarters. Gael, tdrdy a 
cardinal point. 

Artel-supper, a funeral feast given to the friends of the de- 
ceased, at which a particular kind of loaf, called arveUbread, 
is sometimes distributed among the poor. The practice of 
serving up collations at funerals i^pears to have been bor- 
rowed from the ciBnaferaUs of the Romans, alluded to in 
Juvenal (Sat.. V.), and in the laws of the twelve tables. It 
consisted of an offering of milk, honey, wine, &c. to the 
<rho8t of the departed. In the case of heroes and other 
illustrious men the same custom seems to have prevailed 
among the Greeks. With us, it was anciently a solemn 
festival made at the time of publicly exposing th& corpse, 
to exculpate the heir, and those entitled to the affects^ 
from fines and mulcts, and from all accusations of having 
used violehce. Welsh, arwyt, funeral obsequies. 

Ass, Esse, ashes. Sax. asce, Gerni. asche, Isl. aska, Dan. 
<u^f .-^Ass-hole, a place for receiving ashes. — Ass-manner, 
manure of ashes. — Ass-midden, a heap of ashes.— -Ass- 
RiDDLiN, the riddling or sifting- of the ashes on the hearth, 
on the eve of St. Mark. The superstitious notion is, that, 
should any of the family die within the year, the shoe will 
be impressed on the ashes. . 
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AssttyiYKB, axic-trce. So invariably pronounced. Fr. aueul. 
Gad. mtU, Ital. assUe, 

AssiL, or AxLB Tooth, a grinder— situated near the axis of 
the jaw. Isl.^i&WSary dentes molares, maxillares. 

Ask, Askbr, Esk, a water newt, a kind of lizard, believed, 
without foundation, to be venomous. Gael, asc, 

AsTiTE, AsTY, rather, as soon as, sooner, literally as tide. 
Sax. and Isl. tid. 

Attbrcop, North, and Dtir.; Attbrcob, Cumb, a* spider's 
web. Sax. otter, poison and coppe, a cup ; receiving its 
denomination, according to Dr. Jamieson, partly from its 
form and partly from its character— a ct^ of venom. The 
word is occasionally used to denote the spider itself; and 
a female of a virulent or malignant disposition is sometimes 
degraded with the appellation of an attercap, 

AuDFARANT, AuDFASHiNT, grave, sagacious, ingenious. Chil- 
dren are said to be audfarant when they are wiser or more 
witty than those of thdr age usually are. Dut. ervaren, 
Dan. erfaren, experienced. 

Auk, a stupid or clumsy person. From old Got. auk, a beast, 
or it may be from the ncMthem sea birds called auk*, of 
proverbial stupidity. 

AuLD, AuD, old. Sax. eaid. 

Then take atdd cloak about thee.-— 5Aa^. OtheUo, 

AuLD-LANG-SYNE, a favourite phrase in the North, by which old 
persons express their recollection of former kindnesses, 
and juvenile enjoyments in times long since past ; rendered 
immortal by the beautiful Scotch song, 

Should atdd ac(^uaintance be foi^t. 

AuM , the elm. Old Fr. oulme. Allum is also, in some [daces, 
pronounced aum. Br. aim. 
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Avn'd, ordainedy &ted. " I'm aun'd to this luck." 
. Aunts. ** One of my amits'^ is, in Newcastle^ a designation 
for a lady of more complaisance Uian virtue. Shakspeare 
and other play writers use the term. 

AuP) a wayward child. Ape, 

AuTER, altar. Many of our old authors write outer j or awter, 
^The high altar — a term sdll retfdned in Cumb. where it is 
pronounced as one word heeautre — ^was so called to distin- 
guish it from the Saint's altars, of which there were several 
in most churches. Old Fr. aider, 

AuwARDs. A beast is said to be auwards when it lies back- 
ward or downhill, so as to be imable to rise. Sheep, heavy 
in the wool, are often found so, in which case they soon 
swell and die, if not extricated. Sax. atuerd, perversus, 
aversus. 

Aver, an old worn out cart horse. F. Spelman, affriy affray 
and Du Cange, averia. Nearly obsolete. 

AvERisH, average, the stubble and grass left in com fields after 
harvest, winter eatage. Fr. Mver^ and £ng. eatage. But 
see Ray. 

Aw, the pronunciation of I. Maw, my. Aws, I am. 

Aw was up and down, seekin for maw hinny. 
Aw was thro' the town, seekin for nuew bairn. 

Song, Maw Canny Hinny. 

Fareweel» fiureweel, maw comely pet ! 

Aw'*9 fourcM three weeks to leave thee ; 
Aw*9 doon for parm*ent duty set, 

O dinna let it grieve thee ! — Song, Bob CrankyU Adku, 

Aw-MACKs, ail makesy all sorts. K. Bouch. 
Attn, oom, to visit. ** You never aum us now," t. e, you never 
visit, or call on us, 

c 
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Ax, to ask. Thisy now vulgar, word is the orig^ Saxon 
form, and is used by Chaucer, Bale, Heywood, and Ben. 
Jonson. 

Atb, always, continually. An old word said in Todd's Jdm. 
to be now rarely used, and only in poetry. For colloquial 
purposes, however, it is firequently made use of in many 
parts of the North. 

Ayont, beyond. ** Ayont the hill." Sax. OFgecni. 

A YOU A HiNNT, a uorthem nurse's lullaby. F, Brand's Pop. 

Ant. 8vo. 1810, p. 204, and Bell's Northern Rhymes, p. 

296. 

There's Sandgate for aud rags, 

A ffOUf hinny hurd ; 

And GaUowgate for trolly bags, 

A yoMO. 

Song, A you a, hiimy htrd, 

B. 

Babblebobnt, silly discourse. From Heb. Babel^ confusion of 

tongues. 
Bachblor's button, a well known flower, resembling a but- 

ton, and possessing a magical effect on the fortunes of 

rustic lovers. See Grey's Shak. v. i., p. 107. 
Back-by, bdiind, a little way distant - 
Back-end, the autumnal part, or latter end, of the year. Origin 

obvious. 
Backstone, a heated stone or iron for baking cakes. ^ 
Backy, tobacco. Backy-fob, a tobacco pouch. 

Come, dinna, dinna whinge and whipe, 

like yammering ' Isbel Mackey ; 
Cheer up, maw hinny I leet thee pipe. 

And tyek a blast o' backy I 

Song, Bob Cranky'*^ Adieu* 
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Badgbr, a cadger or pedlar ; but originally a person who pur- 
chased grain at one market and took it on horseback to 
sell at another. Before the roads in the North were pass- 
able for waggons and carts, this trade of badgering was 
very extensive. 

Bad, badly, sick, ill. Sadly badly, Tery much indisposed. — 
Badling, a worthless person ; a bad one. Sax. bfedlvng, 
homo delicatus: 

Bag, udder. Isl. he^^y onus, sarcina. 

Bail, bale, a beacon or signal, a bon-fire. — Bail or Bale- 
hills, hillocks on the moors where fires have been. Isl. 
holy pyra. See Crav. Gloss. Baal-hills. 

Bain, near, ready, easy. A bainer way, a nearer way. Isl. 
beinn^ rectus. 

Bairns, children. Sax. beam, MGe.-Got. &zm, a child. 
Written by old English writers beartiy beame, " They say 
6eanu are blessings.*' — Shak, AWt Well; and in the Win- 
ter's Tale, when the shepherd finds Perdita, he exclaims, 
•*nDicrcy on's a beame/ a very pretty beame,*' — Bairnish, 
childish.— Bairn-team, lots of baimt* Sax. beam-4eam, 
libennrum sobolis procreatio. — ^Bairns'-play, the sport of 
children, any sort of trifling. 

Baist, or BASTE, to beat severely, Jsl. bei/sti, a hard stroke. 

Ballerao, bullerag, to banter, to rally in a contemptuous 
way. The Crav. Gloss, has buUokm, imperious. 

Ba ! LOU ! a nurse's lullaby. Fr. bas, Id le hup, be still, the 
wolf is coining. 

Ban-fire, bon-fire, a fire kindled on the heights at appointed 
places in times of rejoicing. Notwithstanding what Mr. 
Todd has alleged as to the primitive meaning of the word, 
I am of opinion that ^oM-fire is a corruption. See Bail. 

Bang, v. to thump, to handle roughly. ^ He bangt his wife." 
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Id. bmtg&^ It also means to excel. ** Wallington bangt 
them a'.** 

Our parson says, ** we bangM diem still, 

•• And hoMg them still, we mun man, 
■* For he desarves a coward's deeth, 

** That fVae them e*er wad run man.** 

CUmb. BaOatU 
Wor pockets lin'd wiv notes an* cash, 
Amang the chepa we*U cut a dash t 

For XYZ, that honny steed. 

He hang* them a* for pith and qieed, 
He*s sure to win the cup, num. — Song, X F. Z 

Bano, #. a leap, a severe blow. In a bang, suddenly. 

Banging, laige and jolly, as a banging wench ; or simply of 
great sice when compared with things of the same kind, as 
a brnigmg trout. Any thing large in proportion to the rest 
of its species is also caUed a banger. 

Bannock, a thick cake of oaten or barley meal kneaded with 
water; originally baked in the embers and toasted over 
again on a girdle when used. Gael, bonnacky a cake ; or 
it may be from Isl. bauti, a bean, such cakes having foi> 
merly been made of bean meal. T. Ray. 

Baroh, berg, a hill, or steep way. Su.-Grot. berg, mons. V, 
Ihre. 

BaR'^ubst, a local spirit or demon, haunting populous places, 
and accustomed to howl dreadfiilly at midnight, before any 
dire calamity. Perhaps from Dut. berg, a hill, and geest, 
a ghost. Grose, however, describes it as- " a ghost all in 
white, with large saucer eyes, commonly appearing near 
gates or stiles, there called bars. Yorkth. Derived from 
bar and gheist.'' 

Bark, a box for holding candle ends. 
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Barked, barkened, covered with dirt like bark. Dirt, &c. 

hardened on the skin or hair. 
Barkhaam, a horse's collar, formerly made of bark. See 

Brafiam. 
Barley, to bespeak or claim. " Barley me that" — I bespeak 

that — ^let me have that. Similar to Cheshire baUow» V. 

Wilb. 
Barrel-fever, an illness occasioned by intemperate drinking. 
Bass, bast, matting. Isl. bast, plulyra. Bass, isv also the 

name of a hassock to kneel upon at church. 
Bat, a blow or stroke ; in some places a stick. Fr. battre, 

to beat. Last-batt, a play among children. 

I'll try whether your costard or my 6a/ be the harder. 

Shak* Lear, 

Bat, also means state or condition ; ^ at the same bat," so- 
nifying in the same manner ; '* at the old bat," as formerly. 
Batten, to feed, to bring up, to thrive. 

Could you on this fair mountain leave to feed, and 
hattcn on this moor. — Shak, Hatnkt. ' 

" The wife a good church going and a battening to the 
bairuy* is a toast at christenings. 

Battin, the straw of two sheaves folded together. 

Battou, a board generally of narrow dimensions, but the full 
breadth of the tree it is sawn from. 

Batts, flat grounds adjoining islands in rivers, sometimes used 
for the islands themselves. 

Bauk, balky a beam or dormant. Dut. balk. Welsh, bale. 
Balked, disappointed or prevented, as if a beam were in the 
way. ** To be throum ourf baUc,'* is, in the west ridiilg of 
Yorkshire, to be published in the church. " To hing ourt' 
balk," is marriage deferred after publication. Before the 
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reformation the laity sat exclusively in the nave of the 
church. The balk here appears to be the rood beam, which 
separated the nave from the chancel. The expression 
would therefore seem to mean, to be helped into the choir, 
where the marriage ceremony was performed. V, Crav. 
Gloss. 

Bavks, the grass ridges dividing ploughed lands, properly 
those in common fields. Also a place above a cow-house, 
where the beams are covered with wattles and tiuf, and 
not boarded.— A hen-roost or hay-loft ; supposed by Mr. 
Wilbraham from its being divided into different compart- 
ments by balks or beams ; balk in the northern languages 
signifying a separation or division. 

Bay, to bend. Sax. bygan. 

Beaker, a tumbler. Grerm. becher, a cup. It also means any 
thing laiige. 

Beakmbnt or Beathbnt, a measure of about a quarter of a 
peck. Newc. i 

Beai., to roar or cry. Teut. beUen^ to bellow. 

BftASTLiNGS, the milk of the cow shortly after calving, and of a 
peculiar nature fitted for the first food of the calf. Proba- 
bly, therefore, the calPs, that is, the little beast's or beast- 
ling's. — ^Dut. biesL 

Beastunq-puddino, a pudding made of this milk, and a favou- 
rite dish with many people. 

Beck, ». to nod the head ; properly to curtzy by a female, as 
contradistinguished from bowing in the other sex. Isl. 
beiga. Germ, beigeny to bow. A horse it said to heck, 
when its legs are weak. 

Beck, *. a mountmn stream or small rivulet. Conmion to all 
northern dialects. See Burn. 

Bbbas, Beess, cows, cattle. JSeasts, 
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Bee-bike, a bee's nest or hive in a wild state, Teut. Ue-bockf 
lne4fu^k, apiarium. 

Beeld, shelter; honce Beeldino, a place of shelter for cattle, or 
any covered habitation. Isl. boele, domicilium. 

Beet, to help or assist, to supply the gradual waste of any thing. 
Isl. betra, Dut. boeten, to mend. To beet the fire, is 
to feed it with fuel. The word in this latter sense is most 
applicable to straw, heath, fern, furze, and especially to the 
husk of oats, when used for heating girdles on which oaten 
cakes are baked. Teut. boeten het vier, struere ignem. 

Beet-need, assistance in distress. Sax. betan, to restore. 

Beezen, blind. See Todd's John, bisson, 

Belivb, anon, by and by, quickly. An old word used by 
Chaucer, Spenser, and other early poets. . Sax. beUf^n, 

Belx, to belch. The old mode of writing it. 

Belly-go-lake-thee, take your fill,8atisfyyour appetite.— Yqrh 

Bellt-wark, the gripes or colick. Ache is pronounced wark, 
as head-u;ar^, tooth-uwzrA:. 

Bensel, to beat or bang. ^Teut. benghelen. 

Bent, a long kind of grass which grows in Northumberland, 
near the sea, and is used for thatch. Dr. Willan has Bents, 
high pastures or shelving commons, hence he says, bent- 
grauy which from the soil is necessarily harsh and coarse. 

Berry, to thrash com. Berrier, a thrasher. 

Be-twattled, confounded, stupified, in&tuated. 

Bevel, a violent push or stroke. 

Bicker, v, to clatter, to quarrel. A very old word for skirmish. 

Bicker, «. a small wooden dish, made of staves and hoops like 
a tub. 

Big, to build. Isl. byggL 

Bioo, a particular kind of barley, properly that variety which 
has four rows of grain on each ear, sometimes called bear. 
Isl. *ygg, barley. Su.-Got. bnig, Dan. byg. 
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Biu<iBN, to recover oiler an accouchement. The gossips regu* 
larly wish the lady a good biggemng^ 

Biggin, a building, properly a house laiger than a cottage, but 
now generally used for a hut covered with mud or turf. 

BiLDER, a wooden mallet with a long .handle, used in husban- 
dry for breaking clods. Hence, observes the author of the 
Craven Glossary, balderdash, may with propriety be called 
dirt spread by the bilder, alias bUderdasker, This etymon 
is certainly as happy as that of Mr.' Malone— the froth or 
foam made by the barbers in dathing their balls backwards 
and forwards in hot water. See, however. Blather. 

BiNK, a seat in the front of a house made, of stones or sods. 
Sax. bene, Dan. bcenk, 

BiRK, the birch tree. Teut. berck. 

Bishop's foot. "When any thing has been burnt to the pan 
in boiling, or is spoUed in cooking, it is common to say, " the 
Bishop has set his foot in it." The author of the Crav. 
Gloss. xmAerlnshoppedyWBiy^, ** pottage burnt at the bottom 
of the pan. ' Bishop's i' th' pot,' may it not be derived 
from Bishop Burnet?" That is impossible, the saying 
having been in use long before the Bishop was bom ! It 
occurs in TussePs ^ Points of Husbandry," a w^ known 
book ; and also in Tyndale's *' Obedyence of a Chrysten 
Man," printed in 15^8. The last writer, p. 109, says, 
** wh^n a thynge speadeth not well we borowe speach and 
say the byshope hath blessed it, because that nothynge 
speadeth well that they medyll withall. If the podech be 
burned to, or the meate over rosted, we say the byshope has 
put hisfote in the potte, or the byshope hath played the coke, 
because the byshopes burn who they lust and whosoever 
dispteaseth them." I am well aware of what Dr. Jamieson, 
Grose, and other writers have stated on the subject, but I 
think this allusion to the episcopal disposition to bum here- 
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ticsy in a certain reSgn, presents the most satis&ctory expl^ 
' nation diat can be ofibred as to the origm of the phrase. 
BitTLBy a maUet to beat grain out of gleanings. From beetle. 
BiaoN, dbame or scandal ; a shew or spectacle of disgrace. In 
iingnMvj^ moments when the good nonmen in certain districts' 
of Newcastle, give way to aqts of termagancy more congenial 
to Wapping or Btl&igsgate, it is common to fulminate the 
object of dieir resentment with a ^ Holy Kzon/' olndously 
in allusion to the penitential a6t of 8tan<fing in a white 
sheet, wMdi scaddaious delinquents are sometimes enjoined 
to perform in the church before the whole congrcigadon. 

Wiv a* the stravaigin aw wanted a munch. 
An* maw thropple was ready to gizen ; 

So aw went tiv a yell^hoMse^ and there teuk a Iimch, 
But the reck*ning, me saul f was a Mson. 

Song, Canny NewctmeL 

t 

Black-a-viz'd, dark in complexion. A black'-a^d man or 
woman. 

Black-puddings. Puddings made of blood, suet, S^c, s^ffecl 
into the intestines of pigs or sheep, and a favourite dish 
among the. common people. ** A nice het pudden, hinnie ! " 
** A nice fet pudden, ma hinnie !" — Newcastie cries. 

Through they were lin*d wj^th many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheese, • 

And fiit Uadk-fuddwtgSi proper food . . 

For warriors that delight in blood.-— j&«^. Hudib, 

Blake, yellowish, or of a golden colour, ^)oken of butter, 
cheese, &c. The yellow bunting (embeiiza citrioella) is< 
also, in some places, called ablakeling* laLblar. Dut< 
bleekypale. 

Blake autumn. — Chatterion. 



18 BLAR 

Blaring, crying vehemently, roaring loud, applied to peevish 
children and vulgar drunken noise. Dut. blareu. 

Blash, to throw dirt ; also to scatter, as the ** water Ua$hed aU 
over" Germ* platzen. 

Blashment, weak and diluting liquor. 

Blashy, thin, poor, ks blashy beer. Sec It also means wet and 
dirty. Dr. Jam. has blash, a heavy fall of rain. 

But aw &nd maw sel b]onk*d when to Lunnun aw gat, 

Tt^e folks they a* luck'd wishy washy ; 
For gowld ye may howk *till ye*re blind as a bat. 

For their streets are like wors— brave and blashy ! 

Song, Canny NewcasseL 

Blast, v. to blow up with gun-powder. Blast, s. an explo- 
sion of foul air in a coal mine. 

And oft a chilling damp or unctuous mist, 
LoosM from the crumbling caverns, issues forth. 
Stopping the springs of life.— ^(E^'j EdgehilL 

Blatb, v. to bleat or bellow. Dryden uses blatani. 

Blatb, a, shy, bashful, timid. Su.-Got. blode, '* A toom 
(empty) purse makes a blate merchant." — Scot, Prov, 

Blather, to talk a great deal of nonsense. ^ He blathers and 
talks,'* is a common phrase where much is said to little 
purpose. A person of this kind is, by way of pre-emnencey 
styled a blathering hash. One of my correspondents de- 
rives the word from blatant, used by Spenser and others ; 
another ingeniously suggests that it may be ^from the 
noise of an empty bladder;" but it appears to me to be 
either from Teut. bUeteren, to talk foolishly, or Su.-Got. 
bladdra, garrire. Hence Blatherdash, Balderdash^ the 
discourse itself. See Bildbr. 

Bla2e, to take salmon by striking them with a three pronged 
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and barbed dart, called a leister. I have often seen it prac- 
tised in an evening, in the Biver Tees. In Craven, a torch 
' was made of the dry bark of holly, besmeared with pitch. 
The water was so transparent that the smallest pebbles 
were visible at the bottom. One man* carried the torch 
{when dark) dther on foot or on horseback, while another^ 
advancing ndth him, struck the, salmon on the red, the 
place where the roe is depodted, with the leister. V. 
Crav. Gloss, bloazing, 

Blea, a pale bluish cotour, often applied to the discolouration 
of the skin by a blow or contusion. . It is also sometimes 
used to denote a bad colour in linen, indicating the neces- 
sity of bleaching. 

BuBA-BERRT, Blat-berry, the bilberry, or whortle berry. Isl. 
biabeTf vaccinium vulgare myrtillus. 

Bleb, Blob, a drop of water or bubble ; a blister or rising of 
the skin. 

Blee, colour, complexion. An old word, not obsolete, as 
stated in Todd's Johnson. 

Bleed, to yield, applied to com, which is said to '' bleed well" 
when on thrashing it happens to be very productive. 

Blendings, peas and beans mixed together. 

Blink, to smile, to look kindly, but with a modest eye, the 
word being generally applied to females. Dan. hUnke, 

Bunkard, Blenkard, a person near sighted or almost blind. 
A fighting cock with only one eye is termed a Uenker, 

Burt, Blurt,' to cry, to make a sudden indistinct or un- 
pleasant noise. 

Bloacrer, any large animal. 

Blousy, or Blowsy, wild, disordered, confused. Johnson has 
bknozif, sun burnt, high coloured. 

Blow, the blossom of fruit trees. Sax. bknoan, to bloom. 
The Crav. Gloss, has blumef blossom, fix>m Germ, blunt. 



fiO BLOW 

BLomMauc, skimmed milk. I suppose from the cattom of 

Mowing the cream off by the breath. 
BLunnERy ** the part of a whale that contains the oil " Todd's 

John. But it is the fat of whales. 
Blub. To look blue, is to be disconcerted. 
BLUFncBsSy ** suriiness," Todd*s John. Rather arrogance, or 

a self-confident manner. 
Blush, resemblance. He has a bltuh of his brother, L e. he 

bears a resemblance. 
Blustbration, the noise of a braggart Bluitering, 
Bob, to disappoint. Dry M is an old word for a merry joke 

or trick. 
Bob, a bunch. Isl. bobbi, nodus. Fr. bubc, 
BoBBSROus, Bobbbbsqmb, ekted, in hig^ spirits. 
Bobby, smart, neat, tidy. 

There was Sam, O 200ns 1 
Wiv*8 pantaloons. 
An* gravat up owre his gobby-o ; 
An' Willy, thou, 
Wi' the jacket blue, 
Thou was the varry holfby-o. 

Song, SwaiweU Hopping. 

Bodword, an ill-natured errand. An old word for an ominous 
message. Su.-Oot. and Isl. hodwor^y edictum, mandatum. 
Boggle, Boggle-bo, a spectre or ghost. Welsh, ^t^a4 fear* 
Bogglb tdxmt the ttaclcs^ a favourite play among young people 
in the villages, in which one hunts several others. For- 
merly barley break. 

She went abroad, thereby 
A barley break her sweet, swift feet to Xxj^-^Sidney^ Arcadia. 

Boiling. The whole b(»ling means the endre quantity or 
whole party. 
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BoKEy B0UK9 to nauseate so as to be ready to vomit, to Mch. 

Periu^w from Sax. ieak^an. Jam. F. Ray, 
Boll, Bole, the body or trunk of a tree. Su.-Qot. boL 
Bo-MAM, a holigoblin or kidnaper. 

1*11 rather put on my flaafaing red nose, and my flam- 
ing £ice, and come wrapped in a calTs-akin, and 
cry to, to /— BoMji Goo^/Uhm. 

BoNDAG^RS, cottagers obliged to work for farmers, when called 
upon, at certain stipulated wages. 

BoNMT^ beautiful, handsome, cheerful. Dr. Johnson derives 
tfab word from Fr. bon, bonne, good ; but as it is so uni- 
v«nally in use in the North, I have little doubt it came 
originally from the Scotch. — Shakspeare appears to have 
understood it in its difierent meanings. 

We say that Shore*s wife hath a pretty foot, 

■ 

A cherry lip, a liamiy eye, a passing pleasing tongue. 

Match to match I have encountered him. 
And made a prey for c%rrion kites and crows, 
£v'n of the Itmny beast he lov'd so welL 

Then mgh not so but let them go. 

And be you blithe and louny^-'-Shakipeare. 

O where is the boatman ? my hmny honey ! 

O where Is the boatman ? bring him to me— 
To feny me over the Tyne to my honey. 
And I win remember the boatman and thee. 

the Water of Tyne. 
Whe*s like me Johnny 
Sae leish, sae blythe, SBusboimy! 
He^ foremost 'mang the mony 
iKeel lads o' coaly Tyne. 

Song, The Ked Bam. 
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BooDiBs or BAimr-iioaDiss, broken pieces of earthen ware or 
glass, used by female children for decorating a play-house, 
called a bood^outef made in imitation of an ornamented 
cabinet. 

Then on we went» as nice as owse, 
Till nenst au*d lAzzj Moodj*s ; 
A whirlwind cam an* myed a* souse, 
like heaps o*«6aU|y-tom2<(r«. 

Song, Jemmy Jotmam^t Whurry, 

Boon, a service or bonus, done by a tenant to his landlord, or 
a sum of money as an equivalent. Boon-days are those 
which the tenants are obliged to employ for the benefit of 
their lord gratis. Vast quantities of hind in the Northern 
counties are held under lords of manors by customary 
tenure, subject to the payment of fines and heriots, and the 
performance of various duties and services on the boon 
days. 

Boor, Bour, the parlour, or inner room through the kitchen, 
in which the head person of the &mily generally sleeps. 
Isl. houafif to dwell. Spenser uses bowery a lady's apart- 
ment. Fair Rosamond's bower, at Woodstock, is familiar 
to every reader. 

BooRLY, boorish^ rough, unpolished. Teut, boery a boor. 

Boos6, Bu£ss, BusE, an ox or cow stall ; properly the place 
beside the stakes, where the fodder lies. Sax. &ofl|g. ,Isl. 

Boot, something given to equalise an exchange. Old Fr. 

bote. 
Booted, or Bolted Bread, a loaf of sifted wheat meal, mixed 

with rye ; better than the common household bread. V, 

Skin. boU, 
Boother, Boulder, a hard flinty stone, rounded like a bowl. 
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BoRRowED-DAYsi, the three last days of March. 
March bomntU fina Averill 
Three days and they were ill. 

Ghu. Compl, ScotL 
These days being generally stormy, our forefathers, as 
Dr. Jamieson remarks, have endeavoured to account for 
this circumstance by pretending that March bprrowed them 
from April, that he might extend his power so much longer. 
The superstitious will neither borrow nor lend on any of 
these days, lest the articles should be employed for evil 
purposes. 
Botheration, plague, trouble, difficulty. From bother, to- 

perplex or puzzle. 
Bottom-room, a single seat in a pew. 
Bought, a fold where ewes are put at milking time. Teut. 

bocht. 
BouK, to wash linen, or rather to steep it or soak it in lye, 
with a view of whitening and sweetening it. 

Then the thread is sod and bleaked, and bucked and oft 
layed to drieng, && — BarlhoL 302 6, ^ 17. c, 97* 

Buck is used by Shakspeare, as well for the liquor in 
which clothes are washed as for the clothes themselves. 
Every body remembers FalstafiTs ludicrous adventure in 
the great buck-basket. The process of bouking linen, 
adopted by the older Northumbrian house-wives, would, 
I fear, be considered too homely for theiivmore Southern 
neighbours to imitate, and theoefore I refrain from particu- 
larizing it. 
BouK, Bowk, bulk, quantity, or size \ the body of a tree. Su.- 
Grot. boUc, ' Chaucer uses bovke, for the trunk of the hu- 
man body, which Mr. Tyrwhitt says, is probably from Sax. 
buce^ venter. 
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BouN, to make ready, to prepare, to dress. Old Eng. boon^ 

boun, bourne. 
BouRD, to jest. V. Todd's John. 

Bout, a contest or struggle ; often applied to a jovial meeting 
of the Intimate sons of Bacchus, where » 

The dry divan 
Close in firm circle ; and set, ardent, in 
For serious drinking. — Thomson, 

BowDiKiTE, a contemptuous name for a mischievous child, an 
insignificant or corpulent person. 

Bowery, plump, buj^om, and young ; applied to a female in 
* great health. 

Box, a dub or society instituted for benevolent or charitable 
purposes. It is customary for the members to have an 
annual dinner called the kead-meedng day. The oldest 
institution of this kind, I have been able to trace, is that of 
the keelmen of Newcastle and the neighbourhood, who, on 
this occasion, after assembling at their hospital, walk in 
procession through the principal streets of the town, at- 
tended by a band of music, fiddles, &c. Much greater 
interest was formerly taken in this business by the parties 
concerned, who made it a point of honourable emulation to 
rival each other in the grandeur of their apparel, especially 
in the pettjacket, the sky-blue stockings, the long-quartered 
shoes, and lai^ silver buckles. Cold was the heart of 
that female, old or young, connected with the ** Keel lads 
o' coaly Tyne," who could look unmoved on such a spec- 
tacle ; and if the fair ones did sometimes indulge in scenes 
which I neither wish to describe nor see repeated, their 
rencounters, generally commendng without any previous 
malice, were rarely again remembered. 

Box AND Dice. A game of hazard, formerly much practised 
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among the pitmen and keelmen at races, fairs, and hop- 
pings, but now very prop^ly prohibited. The true pro- 
nunciation is box and diei. 

CloBe by the stoeks, his dice and box. 

He ratded away so rarely-o. 
Both youth and age, did he engage. 

Together they played so chearly-«. 

Song, Whibam Hcfppifig. 

Braad-band, com bud out in the field in band. 
Brabblement, a quarrel or wrangling. Dut. braibelen, to 
mingle confusedly. 

This petty hrabble will undo us all — Shak. Tit Andr. 

Brackens, or Breckens, fern.. In Smoland, in Sweden, the 
female fern is called braeketu Sw. Stotbraakm. /n is a 
termination in Grothic, denoting the female gender. 

Brade^ to resemble. To brade of, from Suw-Got. braOf de- 
notes a dmilaiity characteristic of the. same £Eunily. V. 
Hire. 

Bras, Broo, a bank or declivity, any broken sloping ground. 
GaeL and Wel^ brv, a hill. 

Braffam, Braugham, a collar for an husbandry horse, some- 
times made of old stockings stuffed with straw. 

Braid, Bradb^ to nauseate, to desire to vomit ; hence the 
word ypbrmtL Braid b an old obsolete word for reproach. 

Brake, a harrow for breaking large dods of earth. F. Nares' 
doss, for other significations, &c. 

Bran or Brand-new, quite new ; any thing fireah from the 
makers hand. Often ^plied to clothes to denote thie 
shiniiig glossy appearance gjven by passing a hot iron over 
them. Dut. baand meuw. Shak. uses '^Jire new arms,' 
and '^fire mew fortune.' 
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Brandid, a mixture of red and black. Dut hranden. 

Beaiidbii, an iron over the fire. Ihit, hrmuler, 

Branimjno, a species of trout caught in the rivers in North- 
umberland, where salmon is found, particularly in the l^e. 
Eariy in the year they are seen about three inches long, but 
in the course of a few months increase to about six inches ; 
after which, they are rarely found any larger. Like the 
salmon-smelt and whitling, they have no spawn in them. 

Brandrbth, an iron tripod fixed over the fire, on which the 
kettle, or any cooking utensils are placed* Sax. bmndredy 
a brand iron. 

Brank, to hold up the head afibctedly, to put a bridle (m* re- 
straint on any thing. , ** A bridled ewe.** This word gives 
me an opportunity of mentioning another of kindred im- 
port, the BRANK9,an instrument kept in the Mayor's cham- 
ber, of Newcastle, for the punishment of ''chiding and 
.scolding women.'* It is made of iron, fastens round the 
head like a muzzle, and has a spike to insert in the mouth 
so as effbctually to silence the offensive otgan. Ungallant, 
and unmerdfiilly severe as this qiedes of torture seems to 
be. Dr. Plot much prefers it to the cucking stool, which, 
he says, ** not only endangers the health of the party, but 
also gives the tongue liberty 'twixt every dipp.'* See an en- 
engraving of Robert Sharp, an officer of the Corporation, 
leading Ann Bidlestone through the town, with a pair of 
hranki on her head, in Gardiner's Englands Grievance dis- 
covered, orig. edit. p. 110. 

Brant, steep, difficult of ascent, as a hrmU hrowy a steep hill. 
It also means consequential, pompous in one's walk, as 
'' you seem very brant this morning," t. e. you put on all 
your consequence. A game cock is saIR to be brant. Lof- 
tiness appears to enter into all the meianings of the word. 
Isl. brattry acclivis, arduus, Sw. brami. 
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Brash, or Water^brash, a sudden sidmess, with acid rising 
in the mouth, as in the heart-burn. F. Wachter, bratsen. 
This w<Mrd it also used in some places to denote twigs, and 
as an adjective for impetuous, rash. 

Brasht, delicate in constitution, subject to firequent bodily 
incfispoffltion. 

Brass, money, riches. A wealthy person is said to bave pl^ty 

of brass. 

The brats aw Ve getten at the race 

Willbuy apatchfm- Jacob*sfiioe.--Song, jr. F. Z. 

Brat, the film on the surfiice of some liquids, as on bcnled milk 
fdien cQoled. Also achild's bib or coarse i^ron« Is it in 
both these aenses horn Germ. breUeUf to spread ? in the 
latter it may come horn Sax. brati, v^uch Johnson tran- 
stotes a blanket, when he noticeslt as a child in contempt. 

;^ATCBR, a contenqptoous epithet, generally applied to an iU 
behayed child. Fr. Bratchetf a slow hound. 

Bratti^ to sound like thunder. — ^Brattlb of **thuimer^* a 
dap of thunder. 

Braw, findy dothed, handsome, derer. Teat, bratoe, 
adorned. 

Brawlt, Bratrlt, very well, findy, in good health. Sw. 
bntf. 

Brawii^ a bear. 

Her grace sits mumping 

like an dd ape eating a brawm. 

Beamn, 4[ FkL Mad Lover. 

Brat, to crudi oit bnnse, to pound in a mortar. Fr. brmer. 

BREBits, breeches. Sax. br^ec. 

Bredb or Brsbd, breadth or extent. An old EngUsh word 
from the Sax. .AtAbrsdr. 

Bremb, V, applied to a sow when wmi appetem, Brw , s. ar- 
dor, sstus. Sax. bryne. 



28 BRER 

Brere, to sprout, to prick up as grain does when it first germi- 
nates. Hence Breward, Bruarts, the tender blades of 
springing com. Sax. brord, 

Brewis, a large thick crust of bread put into the pot where salt 
beef is boiling and nearly ready^ it attracts a portion of the 
fat, and when swelled out is no unpalatable dish to those 
who (like some of our northern swains) rarely taste meat. 
So says Mrs. Bundle, who, I believe, was long a resident 
in Northumberland. Afler this, I need hardly remark that 
Mr. Wilbraham is mistaken in thinking it is used only in 
Cheshire and Lancashire. The word occurs in Beaum. & 
Flet. but in the sense of broth, 

Brewster, a brewer. Hence, I conceive, the Brewster Ses- 
sions, when publicans receive their licenses. 

Brian. To brian an oven, is to keep fire at the mouth of it, 
either to give light or to preserve the heat. 

Bricks, bread something like French rolls. 

Bride-ale. The day of marriage has always been a time of 
festivity. Among the plebeians in Cumberland it glides 
away amidst music, dancing, and revelry. Early in the 
morning, the bridegroom, attended by his fiiends on horse- 
back, proceeds in a gaUop to the house of the bride's father. 
Having alighted he salutes her, and then the company 
breakfast together. This repast concluded, the whole nup- 
tial party depart in cavalcade order towards the church, 
accompanied by a fiddler, who plays a succession of tunes 
appropriate to the occasion. Immediately afler the per- 
formance of the ceremony the company retire to some 
neighbquring ale-^oute, and many a flowing bumper of home 
brewed, is quaffed to the health of the happy pair. Ani- 
mated with this earthly nectar, they set off full speed to- 
wards the future residence of the bride, where a handker- 
chief is presented to the first who arrives. In Craven. 
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after the connubial knot is tied, a ribbon is proposed as the 
subject of contention eathesr for a foot or a horse race. — 
Should any of the doughty disputants, however, omit to 
shake hands with' the bride, he forfeits the prize, though 
otherwise entitled to win. Whoever first reaches the 
bride's habitation, is ushered into the bridal chamber, and 
after having performed the ceremony of turning down the 
bed clothes, he returns, carrying in his hand a tankard of 
warm ale, previously prepared, to meet the bride, to whom 
he triumphantly offers his humble beverage, and by whom, 
in return, he is presented with the ribbon, as the honour- 
able reward of his victory. 

Brids-cake. It is customary after the bridal party leave the 
church to have a thin currant-cake, marked in squares, 
though not entirely cut through. A clean cloth being spread 
over the head of the bride, the bride-groom stands behind 
her, and breaks the cake. Thus hallowed, it is thrown up 
and scrambled for by the attendants, to excite prophetic 
dreams of love and marriage, and has much more virtue 
than when it is merely put nine times through the ring. 

Brid&>wain, a custom in Cumberland where the friends of a 
new married couple assemble together in consequence of a 
previous uivitation (sometimes actually by public advertise- 
ment) and are treated with cold pies, frumenty, and ale. — 
The company afterwards join in all the various pastimes of 
the country, and at the conclusion, the bride and bride- 
groom are placed in two chairs, the former holding a pew- 
ter dish on her knee, half covered with a napkin. Into 
this dish every person present, how high or low soever, 
makes it a point to put something; and these bfierings 
occasionally amount to a considerable. sum. I suppose it 
has obtained the name of K^om, firom a very ancient custom. 
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now obsolete in the north, of presenting a bride, who had 
no great atock of her own, with a waggon load of furni- 
ture or pronrions. On this occasion the horses were de- 
cornea wiui iunxnis. 

** There let Hymen oft appear 
** In stffinon robe and taper dear, 
** And pomp, and ftast, and Teveli7, 
•« With mask and ancient pageantry.** 

Beiog, a bridge. Pure Saxon. 

Bruslb, to scorch or dry yery hard. Sax. hroiUian, to make 

a crackling noise. Brusslb has the same meaning ; as 5r««- 

tiedpeoSf peas scorched in the straw. 

He routeth with a slepie noyse. 

And hroutUeth as a monkes froyse.— 6W. C<mfi Aman, 

Break *em more, they are but brutUed yet 

' Beaum. j- Flet. Wlfijbr a Montfu 

Bboach, a spire or steeple; as Chester broach, Bariiii^gton 
broach, the broaches of Durham Cathedral. An instru- 
ment on which yam is wound, is also called a broaek, 

Bbock, a badger. Pure Sax. It is also a name giren to a 
cow, or husbandry horse. Brocb-facbd, a white longitu-^ 
dhial mark down the free like a badger. Su.-Got. brokug, 
of more than one colour. 

Broddli, to make holes. 

Bbokb. Sheep are said to be so, ^en lying under-a broken 
bank. 

Bbotcbst, Bbotchert, or Bragwobt, a thin liquor made 
from the last squeesings of honey-comb. 

Brott, shdcen com. Sox. gebrode, fifagments. 

BftowDBV, to be anxious far, or warmly attached to any ob- 
ject. To broufden on a Hdng, u to be foad of it. Dut. broc 
den, to brood. 
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Browdin, or Browdant, vain, conceited. 

Ab she delists into the low. 

So was I bnmkRm of mj haw^m-mCherry and the Sloe. 

BsowN-LBBMBiis, riqpe brown nuts that eaaly sqrarate from the 
hnsks. Ph)bebly from broum, and Fr. les meurs^ the ripe 



BninLUMBNT, broiL Br. hromUer. 

BuBBLT, snotty. ** The beim has a bubbly nose." — Grose. 

I thought to many a saikr* 

To bring me sugar and tea ; 
But I have married a keebnan. 

And that he lets me see. 
He*s an ugly body, a hubbily body, * 

An iU-fiod, v^ly loon ; 
And I have married a keelman. 

And my good days are done. 

Song, The Sandgate Ijuw?9 LametUaiioH. 

BinoLT-JOCX, a turkey cock. V, Jam. 
BocsLs, to many. Significant enou^ 
BucKLB-M ouTHBD, a persou with large straggling teeth. 

TUThat a fyace, begok ! 
Uadhnekie-moiahed Jock, 
¥nien he twined his Jaws fiir the backey-o ! 

Saog^ Smaimea HoppiHg. 
BccK-mcK. See Svkll and Obs, and Teiffit and Coit. 
BuiNa^ to bulge, to move oS^ geoenlly jmwflling^y. Also to 

abridge or ksaen. ** I wont budge a pomy.'* 
BuEEy agnat. 

Bulb, or Bool> the bow of a pan or kettle. 
Bdij>fbonts, tufts of coarse gpreasy Aim ctqntoio. 
BourflT AN6, a dragon %. 

Buixa AND Cknra, the flower of the ilrifiii MocdolvM, also ^ 
lords and ladies^ and lam-lakens. 
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BuLL-TftouT, a large fine species peculiar to Northumberland, 
and much esteemed. The larger kind of salmon-trout 
taken in the Coquet, are in the Newcastle market called 
buU irouU ; but these fish are lai^r than sahnon-trout in 
the head, which is a part generally admired for its smallness. 

Bully, the champion of a party, the eldest male person in a 
family. Now generally used among keelmen and pitmen 
to designate their brothers, as InsUy Jack, bully Bob, &c. 
Probably derived from the obsolete word boulie, beloved. 

Bum, v. to strike, to beat, to spin a top. Dut. bommen, to re^ 
sound. 

Bum, s, the follower or assistant of a bailiff. Johnson has 
bunhSaiUfff a well-known name for an unpopular officer of 
the law, but the north country bum, is a distinct personage, 
aiding and assisting the baUlfT. It may be from bound, 
though more likely from bum, the buttocks, a word which 
Shakspeare never disdained to use, when he thought it 
best to call a thing by its most expressive name. 

Bumble, or Bummel-kites, bramble-berries. — Dur, Black- 
BOwwowERS. — North. Black-berries. — Newc. 

BuHBLER, a large wild bee, called sometimes bumble-bee, Teut. 
bommele, a drone. Bumbler-box, a small wooden toy used 
by the boys to hold these insects. 

Bump, a stroke, a blow received by nmning against any thing ; 
often applied to the rising of the flesh occasioned by a 
blow. Isl. bomps. ^ Bump against Jarrow," is a common 
expression among the keelmen when they run foul of any 
thing. 

The laddie ran sweaten, ran sweaten, 

The laddie ran sweaten about ; 
Till the keel went bump agahut Jarrow, 

And three o* the bullies lap out. 

Song, The Little Pee Dee* 
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Bumping, a peculiar sort of pumahmeot amongst youngsters. 
Too many boys have reason to remember the school dis- 
cipline of bumping, admirably described by Mi^pr Moor. — 
r. Suff. Words; p. 53. 

BuNCH-BKRRT, the fruit of the mhu ttmOUiSf of wMeh country 
people make tarts. , 

Bunch, Punch, to strike or kick. 

Bunting, a large piece or balk of ti!nber.-^JV4PtociM^. 

Bur, any thing put under a wheel to stop its progress. 

Burn, a brods. A bum winds slowly along meadows, and ori- 
, ginates from small springs ; while a beck is formed by wa- 
ter collected 'bn the sides of mountaiiis, and proceeds with 
a rapid stream, thougjb never, I think, iqpplied to rivers that 
become estuaries. Pure Sa3c 

BuBN-THis-BiscuiT. A youthfiil game. 

BuRNT-His-FiNOERs. Whcu a person has failed in any object 
or speculation, or has been' over-reached in any endeavour 
or nndertakmg, he is said to have burnt his fingers. 

Burr, a peculiar whirring sotmd, made by the natives of New- 
castle, in pronouncing, or rather in endeavouring to pro- 
nounce the letter R, derived from their ancestors.— ** He 
has the Newcastle burr in his throat." — Prov. 

R^Mng in language, impravkig in notes, 
Iietter B runs ftr smoother and gUb through their throats ; 
^eir Andrews, these simames, bear better degrees, 
Ralphs, Bichardflons, Bogersons, uttered witii ease* 

Address of the GuUdhaU^rmss. 

BuRfTRBB, the common elder. Perhaps &or^tree, from the 
qoantily or size of the pith, which renders it capable of be- 
ing easily bared; diough Dr. WiUan says, it itf so called 
because the flowers grow in a cyme, dose together, like 

F 
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those c>f the bur. — A branch of this tree is supposed to pos- 
sess great virtue in guarding the wearer against the charm 
of witchcraft/ I remember, when a little boy, during a 
school vacation in the country, carrying it in my own but^ 
ton hole, with doubled thumbs when under the necessity of 
passing the residence of a poor decrepit old woman, sus- 
pected of holding occasional converse with the spiritual 
enemy of mankind. 

Bush op a Whkel, that which is employed to fill up the two 
great vacancy either in the iqperture of the nave or between 
the nave and the hurterty that is, knocking shoulder of the 
axle, from Fr. heurter, to knock. 

BusKY, woody, bushy, Lat. boscut, Fr. botquet, a thick^. 

How Uoodily the sun begins to peer 
Above yon husky hULShak. Itt. Hen. IV, 

Buss, to dress, to get ready, tj&nn, putzeuy to deck or adorn. 
Sick auft betteputtenj to dress to the best advantage. The 
Scotch have butk, to dress, and butkty dresses. ^ 

For Geordy aw'd dee, — for my loyalty^s trig, 

And aw uwn he*8 a gued leuken mannie ; 

But if wor Sir Matthew ye hut* iv his wig. 

By gocks ! he wad leuk just as canny. 

Song, Casmy NetocaueL 

Bust, v. to put a tar mark upon sheep. Bust, «. the mark 
itself. / 

But anp ben, the outer and inner apartment where there are 
only two rooms. ' Biany houses on the borders, where the 
expression is common, are so constructed. V. Jam. ben. 

Butter and Brede. While the Southerns say, bread and 
butter, bread and cheese, bread and milk, the Northum- 
brians place in the rear that great article-^the staff of life. 
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BuTTEiu-FiNGERSD, Said of persons who are apt to let things 

Mi, or slip through their fingers. 
Buzzoif, or BusdOM, a besom or broom. 

, . Buy broom hutsonu. 

Buy them when they're new, 
Bu^ broom husomtt 
Better never grew.— B/i)u2 WURe't Song, 

Byar, Byer, a house in which cows are bound up — ^a cow- 
house. ** The mucking of Geordie's byre." V, Jam. 

Bye-bqotinos, By-boltin6s, or Sharps, the finest kind of 
bran ; the second in quality bdng called Treet, and the 
worst C01ZZEL. 

Byspelt^ a strange, awkward figure, or a mischievous person, 
always acting contrary to reason, or propriety, as if labour- 
ing under the influence of a spell. 

C. 

Cage, alvum exonerare. Lat. cacare, Teut. kacken, — Cack, 
Cackey, fi*om the veifb. 

Cackle, to make a noise like a hen, to giggle. 

Cadge, to carry. Cadger, to a mill. Teut. ketzen, discurrere. 
It also means to stuff or fill the belly. Hence a person is 
said to be cadoy, cheerfiil, merry, after good eating and 
drinking. 

Cadger, a packman or travelling huckster. Before the for- 
mation of regular turnpike roads firom Scotland to North- 
umberiand, the chief part of the commercial intercourse 
between the two kingdoms was carried on through the 
medium of cadgers. Persons who bring fish fi*om the sea 
to the Newcastle market are still called cadgers. 

Here cadgers of commerce, commodities cart, 
With hucksters and hawkers, to Mayor Millar's mart. 

Song, Framlingtm Fair. 
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CAfr, diaff 8u. e0tf. Gerai. and Dot 
Caingt, peevish, lU-tempered, tee^. 

CAimify a rude heap of atones ibiind oo the snimnit of hills and 
in other remarlcable sitoations. GaeL etame^ 

On manj a oslniV gfaj p^nmid. 
Where urns of mightj ehieft He hid. 

SeotPt Loy vfiOm but Mkutrd. 

Calf«lick, or Cow-uck, a tuft on the human forehead wfaidi 
cannot be made to He in the same direction with the rest 
of the hair. This term must have been adopted from a 
comparison with tliat part of a ealTs or cow's hide, where 
the hairs, having different directions, meet and form a {m-o- 
jecting ridge, supposed to be occasioned by the animids 
licking themsdves. 

CiiLP-TARD, a person's Inrth-place, a Newcastle-man's fire«de. 

AwVe leem*d to prefer me awn canny caif-^rd ; 
If ye catch me mair frae*t ye*ll be cunnun. 

Song, Canny NewcatteL 

Call, to abuse. They caUed one another ! 

Call, to proclaim, or to give notice by the public crier. To 

be called at church, to have the banns of marriage published. 

The ceremony of proclaiming every £ur in Newcastle, 

which b attended by the officers of the corporation, in 

state, is denominated calling the fair, 
Callant, a stripling ; a man clever or much esteemed. Q. Fr. 

gallant? 
Caller, cool, fresh. ** Caller herrings" — ** caller cocks," or 

" caller cockles'* — ^" caller ripe grosers"— Newc. cries, Isl. 

katldur, frigidus. 
' Callet, to scold.— Calleting, saucy, gosnping.— A Callet» 

INQ Housewife, a regular scold. 

A oallet of boundless tongue.— .SAoit. WinterU Tak. 
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Cam, a ridge, hedgji, or M earths mound. Sox. wmb. 

Cammbrbu^ a lai^ stretcher used by butchers. 

Camplb, to argue, to answer pertly and fiowardly when re- 
buked by a superior. Germ, kaimffen^ to contend. 

Candle-cap, an old hat without a Inim, with a candle in front, 
used by butchers. 

Cabtker, rust-T-CANKSBBD, CTOss, iU-conditioned. 

Canny, a genuine Newcastle wcMrd, applied to any thing si^mb- 
rior or of the best kind. It refers as well to the beauty of 
form as of manners and morals ; but most particularly is 
used to describe those mild and aflectionate dispositions 
which render persons agreeable in the domestic state. 
*' Canny Newcassel,*' jMxr ejroes0emw,is proTerbial. — Canni- 
NEss, caution, good conduct. 

God bless the king and nation ! 

Each bravdy iiUs his station. 

Our cKomy corporation, 

Lang may they sing, wi* me. 

Song, Tl^ KtelRma. 

Cant, to upset, to oyertum. 
« 
Bob eatded the form, with a kevel. 

As he was exerting his strength ; 

But he got on the kig such a nevel. 

That down he came all his long length. 

The CtmerU Pay Week. 

Cant-dog, an handspike with a hook, used for turning over 

large pieces of , timber. 
Canting, a sale by auction, proclaimed publicly on the spot 

where it is to take place. Ital. incanio. 
Canty, merry, Hvely, eheeriul. Su.-Got. gania^ ludificare. 

*' Some canny wee boddie may be me lot, 
«• And aw*ll be canty wi' thinking o't.** 
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Cap, to overcome in argument, to excel in any feat of agility. 
Tuet. kappcy the summit. — Capper, one who excels.. 

Capsize, to overturn. 

Car-handed, left handed. One of the ancient Kings of Scot- 
land vifia called " Kinath-Rerr,'' or Kinath the left handed. 

Carl, Karl, a country fellow, a gruff old man. Sax. ceorL 
Isl. karl. Dut. kaereL 

Carlings, grey peas steeped all night in water, and fried the 
next day with butter. They are served at table, on the 
second Sunday before Easter, called Carling Sunday, 
formerly denominated Care Sunday, which is Passion Sun- 
day, as Care Friday and Care Week, are Good Friday 
and Holy Week — ^supposed to be so called from that being 
a season of great religious care and anxiety. 

Carr, flat marshy land ; a pool' or lake. 

Carrock, or CuRROCK, a heap of stones, used as a bounder 
mark, or as a guide for travellers. Also a mountain, ap- 
pearing at a distance, by which, when the sun appears over 
it, the country people compute the time of the day. 

Carry-on-the-War, to keep up or continue fun or mischief 
after it has once commenced. 

Ah ! no ; in Heaton cellars they 

Would rather chuse to be, 
Most jovial, carrying^on-the-war. 
All under lock and key I-— Song, Bladketft Field. 

Casings, Cassons, Cow-blades, cow dung dried for fuel. 
Cassen, cast off; as ^ cassen clothes."-*CASSEN-TOP, a top 

thrown off with a string. 
Cast, a twist or contortion. 
Caster, or Castor, a little box ; as pepper caster. Wanting 

in this sense in Todd's John. 
Cast-up, to upbraid, to reproach. 
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Cat-haws, the fruit of the white thorn. The larger ones are 

called biMoLws. 
CatVfoot, ground-ivy. 

Catterwauung, wooing, courting ; or rather rambling or in- 
triguing in the night. , 
Cat-with-two-taii^, an earwig. 
Caud, cold. Teut. kaud, frigidus. 
Cave, or Kave, to separate, as com from the straw or chaff. 

Teut. haven. 
Cavel, or Kavel, a lot. Teut. kaveL To Cast Cavels, to 

cast lots. Teut. kavelen, 
Cawkers, the hind parts of a horse's shoe sharpened, and 

pointed downwards, to prevent the animal from slipping. 

Also the iron plates put upon clogs, which see, Lat. calx, 
Certees, ^ARTIES, Certainly. A good old Spenserian word, 

used also by Shaksp^e and others. My certes ! maw 

sarteeSy upon my faith ! in good truth. 

*' Blue stockings, white clocks, and reed garters, 
** Yellow breeks, and mj shoon, wi* lang quarters, 

" Aw myed wor bairns cry, 

** £h ! sarties ! ni 1 ni ! 
" Sic verra fine things had Bob Cranky.** 

Chaffs, Chafts, jaws, jaw-bones, chops. 

Chabiberlye, Chehmerley, fetid or stale urine. Omitted 
by both Johnsoi^ and Todd, though found in a passage 
cited from Shakspeare under the yrordjorden, 

Changeung, a child of a peevish or malicious temper, or dif- 
fering in looks from the rest of a family — supposed to have 
been changed, when an infant, by the gipsies. The fairies 
of old were famous for stealing the most beautiful and 
witty children, and leaving in thdr places such as were 
ugly and stupid. 
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Chap, to knock, as at the door. Scotch. 
Chaf, Chep, a customer. Also a general term for a man, used 
either respectfully or contemptuously. 
When av was drest. 
It was confest 
We shemM the cheps fine Newcassel-o. 

Song, SwdweU Hopping, 

Chare, a narrow lane or alley. Peculiar to Newcastle, where 
there are several, {Particularly on the Quay-side. Sax. 
terrcy diverticulum. Some, however, think from the word 
ajar^ partly open. 
Chattered, bruised. Corruption o£ shattered, 
Chatter-watbr, tea. I suppose from chattering or gossiping 
^ over it. 

Whyles, o*er the wee bit cup an* platie. 
They sip the scandal potion pretty, 

Burtu, Twa Dog». 

Cheerer, a glass of spirit and warm water^ Not a bad meta- 
phor. 

Chbg, or Chboole, to gnaw or champ a resisting substance. 

Chieve, to succeed, to accomplish any business. An old word 
used by Chaucer. Fr. chevir^ to master. 

Childer, children. The Saxon plural termination. 

Childermass-day, the feast of the Holy Innocents, a festival 
of great antiquity. An apprehension is entertained by the 
superstitious that no undertaking can prosper which is b^gun 
on that day of the wedc on which it last fell. Pure Sax. 

Chimlay, chimney. 

Chimlay-piecb, mantel-piece.— Chimlay-neuk, chimney<or- 
. ner. 

Chip, to crack or partly break; said of an ^ when the young 
bird cracks the shell. Dut. k^spen^ to hatch or disclose. 
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Chip-of-the-old-Block, a child who in person or sentiments 
resembles its parents.— Brothbr-chip, a person of the 
same trade. 

Chopp'd, Chapp'd, or Hack'i>-hands, frost-bitten hands. 

Chopping-boy, a stoiit boy. Dr. John., dissatisfied with Skinr 
ner's definition of luttify says, " perhaps a greedy, hungry 
child, likely to live," which is certainly erroneous. 

Choul, or Jowl, the jaw. Sax. cede, 

Christian-horses, a nickname for sedan-chairmen. 

Chuck, a shell. Chucks and Marvels^ a game among chil- 
dren. 

Chucker, Double-chucker. Terms well known among 
Northern topers. 

Ghuckle-headed, stupid, thick-headed. 

Churn, or Kern-supper, harvest home. See Mell-supper. 

Chuse-but, avoid. 

CkiACK, excessive talking, clamour. Teut. klack, 

CikAG, to stick or adhere. Dan; iSr/^sg.— Claggy, having the 
property of sticking. 

Claghav, CiiAGGUMy treacle made hard by boiling. — Neuic, 
Called in other places in the North, clag-candy, lady's taste, 
slittery, tom trot, and treacle ball. 

Clam, to castiate a bull or ram. 

Clam, to starve, to be parched with thirst. Dut. klenmen, 

. When my entrails 
Were clammed with keeping a perpetual fiist. 

Meunngcr^ Rom. Actor. 

Clammersome, greedy, rapacious, contentious. Dan. kkmmer^ 

ffom. 
Clamp, to make a noise, to tread heavily in walking. Dut, 

klompen. Sw. klampig. 
Clamps, pieces of iron at the ends of a fire-place. 

6 
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Clankkk, a beadqg, a chasdaement. 

That day aw Hawks*8 Uadu may rue,— 
They gat mony a very aair danker^ O ; 

Can they de owse wi* Crowley*s crew 
Frev a needle tiv an anchor, O. 

Song, SwahoeB Hopping, 

Clap> to touch gently, to fondle, to pat. — Clap-benny, a re- 
quest made to infants in the nurse's arms, to clap their 
hands, as the only means they have of expressing their 
prayers. Isl. kiappa, to clap, and ban, prayer. 

Clappkr, the tongue, especially when too voluble. 

Clart, to daub, to bemire.^-CLARTs, plural of dirt or mire. 
^Clarty, miry, dirty, wet, sl^pery. 

Clash, to gossip. Germ. klaUckcHf to prattle. Also to throw 
any thing carelessly or violently. 

Claut, to scratch or claw, to scrape together. 

Clavxr, Clavvsr, to climb up ; mostly iqpplied to children. 
It seems to be a corruption of cleavering, or adhering, mixed' 
with the idea of climbing. 

Clay-daubin, a custom in Cumberland, where the neighbours 
and friends of a new married couple assemble and don't 
separate until they have erected them a cottage. FVom 
the number of hands employed it is generally completed ia 
a day. The company then rejoice and make merry. 

Cleck, Clock, to hatch. Isl. klek, A hen sitting, or desirous 
of sitting on her eggs, is called a Clecksr, or Clqcker. 

Cleck or Clock, Clecking or Clocking, the noise made by 
a brooding hen, or when she is provoked. Isl. klak, clan-^ 
gor avium. * 

Clbck, Cleckin, the entire brood of chickens.. 

Cleet, a stay or support in carpentry. 

Cleets, pieces of iron worn by countrymen on thcar shoes. 
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Cleg, a fly, very troublesome in hot weather, particularly to 
horses. Dan. klaeg. 

Cleg, a clever person, an adept. 

Clbgnino, Cleaning, the after birth of a cow. 

Cleuoh, CtouoH, a ravine, a valley, between two precipitous 
banks, generally having a runner of water at the bottom. 
Sax. clougk. The admirers of old poetry are familiar with 
Clym of the Clougk, a noted archer, and the companion of 
our celebrated Northern outlaws, Adam Bell and William 
of Cloudesl^e. 
. Click, to snatch hastily, to seize. Germ. kUcken, to throw. 

Cliffy, well managing, actively industrious. 

Clip, to shear sheep. Dut. klippen. Cupping, a sheep- 
shearing. 

CusH-CLASH, Clish-ma-glaver, idle discom-se bandied about. 

Clofpby, a slattern, a female dressed in a tawdry manner. 

Clogs, a sort of shoes, the upper part of strong hide leather, 
and the soles of wood, plated with iron, often termed cavf- 
kert, 

Clointer, to make a noise with the feet. A person treading 
heavily with shoes, shod with iron, is said to tlointer. 

Cloit, a clown or stupid fellow. Teut. kloete^ 

Clouterlt, clumsy, awkward. Dut. kloekte, 

Clubbet, a youthful game, something like doddart. . 

Cluicp, a heavy mass. Grerm. Mump, 

Clumpy, Clumpish, awkward, unwieldy. 

Clung, closed up or stopped ; shrivelled or shrunk. 

Cluthers, in heaps. Welsh, cluder, a pile. 

Coals. To cedl over the coals, is to give a severe reprimand. 
Supposed to refer to the ordeal by fire. 

Coaly, Coley, a cur dog. Gael, culie, a litde dog. Also a 
cant name among the boys for the lamp-lighter in Newcastie. 
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Cob, to poll the ear. A punishment among children. 
CoBBYy CopPT, stout, hearty, lively ; also tyrannical, head- 
strong, or in too hi^ spirits. 

Coble, Coable, Cobble, a peculiar kind of hoat, very sharp 
in the bow, and flat bottomed and square at the stem ; na- 
vigated wilh a lug sail. Used by the pilots and fisheiinen 
on the North-east coast of England. 

Cockle, a pebble or stone that may be easily thrown or cobbled ; 
in some places confined to a large round stone. 

Cobbler's-Monday, every Monday throughout the year-— a re- 
gular holidiEty among the ** gentle craflt." I am told this . 
custom originated from the masters requinng the greater 
part of the day to cut out the week's woric. 

Cock, a familiar salutation. — " How are you^ my cock P" 

Cocker, a man addicted to cock^hting ; a diversion still very 
prevalent among the lower orders, particularly the [ntmen. 

CocKEf , or CoPFET, pert, apish. 

Cocks, a puerile game with the tough tufted stems of the rib- 
wort plantain. V, Moor, Suff. Words. 

CoDD, a pillow or cushion. Sax. codde, a bag. Isl. kodde, a 
pillow. 

Coddle, to indidge with warmth. Old Fr. cadeler^ to bring 
up tenderly. 

Cog, a wooden dish, a milk paiL Welsh, cawgy a bowl. 

She set the cog upon her head. 
An* she's gane unging hame ! 

BatU vf Cowdenknowt, 

Cockers, Coggers, or Hoggars, properly half-boots made of 
stiff-leather, or strong cloth, and strapped under the shoe; 
but old stockings without feet, used as gtdters^ are often 
so called. 
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CoGLT, unsteady, moving from side to aide, easily overturned. 
CoKB, to cry peccavL Ruddiman says, it is the sound which 

cocks utter, especially when they are beaten, from which 

Skinner is of opinion they have the name ofcoek. Dr. 

Jam. has to cry cok, to acknowledge that one is vanquished, 

whidi he derives from O. Gelt, coc^ mechant, vfle. 
Coil, a lump on the head from a blow ; also a great stir. In 

the latter sense it is used by Shak. and Ben. Jon. 
CoiT, to throw* May be referred to the rural game of ccitf or 

quoits, ' 

CoLD-FiRB, a fire made ready for lighting. 
Collet, butcher's meat. 
Colloguing, conversing secretly, plotting. Lat. colloqtd, — 

Old. 
CoLLOP-MoNDAT, the day before Shrove Tuesday, on which 

it is usual to have collops and eggs for dinner. 
CoLT-ALE, an allowance of ale claimed as a perquisite by the 

blacksmith on the first shoeing of a horse. A customary 

entertainment given by a person on first entering into a 

new office, is called ** Shoeing the coU^* 
Comb, Coum, a confined valley. Welsh, cum. 
CoMB-TBT-WAVs-HiNNiB, comc forward ; generally spoken to a 

person in kindness. 
CoMFORTABLK, a covered passage boat on the river Tyne, so 

called from its containing superior accommodations to 

"Jemmy Joneson's Whurry ;" but little patronized since 

the introduction of steam-packets. 
Cook, to disappoint, to punish. ** Aw'U cook you." 
CooM, the dust and scrapings of wood, produced in sawing. 
Compete, to rival, omitted by both John, and Todd. 
Con, to fillip. 
CoRDY, a raven. Fr. corbeau. 
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Corf, a lai^gebuket made of strong hazle rodB, called cwf^rodi, 

in which the coals are drawn from the pits. Lat. cwhu, — 

Dut koff, 
CoRNBT, halftipsey. Allusion obvious enough. 
CoRN-CRAKB, land-Tail, or daker hen. 
Cosby, snug, warm, comfortable. R-. cota. V. Le Roux. 
Cot, a small bed or cradle. Old Fr. coUe. 
CoTTBD, Clotted, entangled, matted together. The word is 

usually applied to hair or wool, as hankled is to silk, thread, 

worsted, &c. 

COTTERELS, Cash. 

The loss o* the coHereit aw dinna regaird. 
For awVe getten nome white-heft o' Lunnun. 

Song, Canny Newcas»eh 

CoTTERiL, a small iron bolt for a window. 

CouL, to scrape together dung, mud, dirt, &c. — Coul-rake, 

the instrument by which this is performed. 
CouNOE, a large lump, as of bread or cheese. 
Coup, to empty, to overturn. To coup a cart — to coup one^g 

creUt, Sw. guppOf to tilt up. 
Coup, Cowp, to barter or exchange. Su.-Got. koepa. IJorse- 
couPERs, horse dealers. 

A bonny sect when Tyne we saw. 

It set wOr hearts a loupen. 
Is there a stream that's here belaw. 
That wiv it*s fit for coupen. 

Song, hy M. Y.^oneofitie WcUtottian Club, 

Coup-CART, a short team, closed with boards. Teut. kuype, 
Coua, CowEE, to stoop low, to crouch down by bending the 

hams. Su.-Got. kure. ** Cooring o*er the hearth stone." 
CowE, Coo, to intimidate, to keep in subjection. Isl. ktiga, 

adigere. — Cowed, Cooed, daunted, dastardly, timid. 
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CowED-cow, CowEY, a cow without horns. 

Cow-paw'd, left handed. 

Cow-sHAaEN,the leavings of the cow. Sax. tceam. D^ng in 
Teutonic, is sham, and in Smo-Gothic, skam. We have 
also Shar'hudy an old word for a beetle ; supposed to be so 
called from its being continually found under horse or cow 
dung. It will astonish some of my South country readers 
when I inform them that firesh cow-sharen is occasionally 
applied, as a cooling poultice, to the faces of yoiing dam- 
sels in Northumberland, if over flushed with any cutaneous 
eruption. 

CowsTaoppEL, a cowslip. — Northumberland, 

Cow-wA, or How-WAY, come away ! 

CoYSTaiL, a raw inexperienced lad ; a contemptible fellow. 

He's a coward and a coyttrU that will not drink to my niece. 

Shak. Twlfth NigfU. 

CaACK, V, to brag or boast of any thing ; to praise it. Dut. 
kraaken, 

£thiop*s of their sweet complexion crack, 

Shak. Love's Lab. Lost. 

CaACK, *. chat, conversation, news. " What's your crack." 

CaACKZB, a small baking dish. 

Ceacker, a small piece of glass shaped like a pear, and which, 

when the small end is broken off, flies into a thousand 

pieces ; Prince Rupert's drop. 
Cracket, a low stool. 
Cracks, an act of superiority. ** I'll «et you your cracks."— 

br a crack, quickly, inunediately. 
Crag, a rough steep rock. Pure British. 
Cramr, to mend by uniting, as joining broken china, or wooden 

bowls. V. Ray, cteam. — Cramer, the operator, geaenilly 

a travelling tinker. 
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Crammillv, weik; generally applied to walking. *11ie 

hone goes ndier cnnunelly this morning.** 
Ceahp, to oontracty to crumple or pucker. Teut. krompen, 
CnAif CH, to cniah a bard nilMtance between the teeth. Round 

•and thrown upon the floor is aaid to cranch under the 

feet* 
Crankiss, a cant name for pitmen. See Cranky. 

The Crankies, fiurrer back nor I naw, 
Hae gyen to Sices to see trumpets blaw, 

Wi* white sticks, an' Sheriff* 

But wam*t myed a sang of, « 

Nor laugfaM at, like clever Bob Cranky. 

Song, BtA CrankyU ComfhuMU 

Crankle, weak, shattered. Teut. krank. 

Cranks, two or more rows of iron crooks in a frame, nsed as 
a toaster. 

Cranky. That man in the yilli^e, who is most conspicuous 
for dress, or who excels the rest, of the villi^sers in the 
sports and pastimes held in estimation amoi^ them, is 
called, by way of pre-eminence, the Cranky. — Dur, and 
North, See Crankus. 

Cranky, a. sprightly, exulting, jocose. It also means, ailing, 
sickly. Dut. krank. ., 

Crate, a sort of basket made rectangularly of strong/ iiqnight 
rods inserted into cross pieces, and forming an open work 
side for packing glass and pottery ware. Lat. crates, 

Crss, to seeth ; hence creed wheat or barley, 

Creil, a kind of semi-circular basket of wicker work^ in which 
provender is carried to sheep in remote pastures, or on the 
mountains, during the distress of a snow storm. Its sides 
are stifl^ and its bottom supple, serving for hinges. This is 
called a sheep creil, and is strapped over a man's shoulders. 
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* 

Baskets for fish and eggs,* pens for poultry, and wicker uten- 
sils for yarious other purposes, are aho called creils in 
Newcastle and the neig^bouihood. 

Creiled, placed or packed in a creil^ as poultry or eggs. 

CiLBWEL, fine worsted of varunu coIowm, how^chiefly confined 
to what is used by females in learning embroidery. Lexi- 
cographers seem not to have understood the meaning of the 
word. One of the commentators on Shakspeare, quite 
ignoratit of its sense, might have spared his remarks. 

Cub, a child's bed. Not in Todd's J(^. in this sense. 

Crimblb-i'-th'-poke, to fly Srom an agreement, to act cow- 
ardly. 

Crinb, to pine, to shrink. Germ, kriechen, 

Crinklb, to wrinkle, to bend under a load. 

Cbis-cross, the mark or signature of those who cannot write. 
The alphabet was formerly called the ChriU'<:ross row, pro- 
bably firom a superstitious custom of writing it in the form 
of a cross, by way of charm. 

CBOAEUM-sHiftB, a caut name for Northumberland, in which 
Newcastle may be included, fi*om the peculiar croaking in 
the pronundation of the inhabitants. 

Cbock, a flake of soot in an open chimney ; also short under" 
hair, in the neck ; andin some places an old ewe. 

CSbook, a disease in sheep, causing the neck to be crooked. 

Croon, Crunb, to bellow like a disquiet ox. Dut. kreunen, to 
groan. — Crooning, the cry of the beast. It is also fre- 
quently applied to the cowardly and petted roaring of a 
disappointed child. 

- She can o*er cast the night and cloud the moon. 
And mak the deils obedieni to her trune. 

Ranuay, GenL Shepherd, 

Cross-grained, testy, ill-tempered. 

H 
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CRoat^MS-BUCKLB, CR06ft-owRB-THB-BrcKLB, 8 peculiar and 
difficult step in dancing. — Newc» To do it well, is con- 
fddered a great accomplishment. 

Bob hez thee at lowpin and flingin, 

At the bool, foot-ball, clubby, and swingin : 

Can ye jump up and shuffle. 

And cftwf omt the bnckkf 
When ye dance ? like the clever Bob Cranky. 

Song, Bob Cramkjft ^Size Sunday. 

Crowdy, a mess of oatmeal— « genuine Northumbrian dish ; 
especially when prepared and eateny according to the op- 
proved receipt of the author of ** Metres, addressed to the 
LoTors of Truth/' &c. See his admirable directions p. • 
£13, 2d Edit. 
Crowdy-main, a riot, a mixture of high and low, any confu- 
sion. 
Crowlby's-crbw, sons of Vulcan attached to the extensive 
iron works, at Winlaton and Swalwell, in the neighbour- 
hood of Newcastle, established by Sir Ambrose Crawley 
about 130 years ago, and said to be governed by a peculiar 
code of their own. 
Cruddlb, to curdle. It also means, to crouch, to shrink.-^ 
Mr. ^^braham has Crewdlb or Croodle, to crouch to- 
gether like frightened chickens on the sight of a bird of 
prey. 
Cruick-yor-hou6H, crook-your-houghy sit do^— na friendly 
invitation. 
Wiv huz i' the North, when aw'm wairsb i' my way, 

(But t' knaw wor warm hearts ye yor-sell come). 

Aw lift the first latch, and baith man and dame say, 

Cruick yor hougli, canny man, for yeVe welcome. 

Song, Canny NewecuseL 
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Cruhp, hard, brittle, crumbling ; as bread or cake of that 

quality. 
Cruse, Croosb, or Crousb, brisk, lively. " As erawse as a 

new washen louse."— OW Prov. 
Crut, a dwarf, or any thing curbed in its growth. 
Cruttlbs, crumbs, broken pieces. 
CucKoo-sprr, white finothy matter seen on certain plants in the 

spring. 
Cuddle, to embrace, to squeeze, to hug. Teut. kudden. 

Now aw think iCs high time to be steppin, 

WeVe sitten tiv aw's about lyem $ 
So then, wiv a kiss and a cuddk. 

These lovers they bent theilr ways heym. 

^Dg, The PUman't CouirUhUp, 

CuDDT, or Cuddy-ass, an ass. . Teut. kudde^ grex. — Cuddy's- 
LBGs, a barbarous unmeaning name for large herrings, pecu- 
liar to the Newcastle fish market. 
Cuu^ t. a fool. Cull, a. silly, foolish. ** Thou'rt a cvU^* is 
often used by a Northumbrian to cheat the devil of his 
due, by avoiding the denunciation of calling his brother a 
fool. 

Some.ciffff went hyem, some crush*d to town, 
Some gat aboot by Whickham-o. 

Song, Swdwett Hopping, 

Our viewer sez, aw can't de better, 
Than send him a story cutf letter. 

But writing a*ll let rest ; 

The pik fits maw hand best, 
A pen*8 ower sma fiir Bob Cranky. 

Song, Bob Cranky' t Complaint, 

CuLLY-SHANGEY, a riot or uproaf. 
-CuNDY, CuNUFF, a conduit. 



62 CUR 

CuK, a tenn of reproach ; as ** ketty cur^^ a vile person. 

Curfew, the evening bell. Its origin and purpose are too 
well known to need repetition here. I merely allude to it 
for the purpose of stating that its name is still retained in 
Newcastle, where it is rung at the original time— aght in 
the evening. 

CURN-BERRIBS, CUmmtS. CHUIlRY-iaPE^^URN-BERRIES, KeW- 

castle cry for currants. 

Cushat, the ring dove, or wild pigeon. Major Moor is dispose 
ed to derive this pretty word finom CwMihat^ that is cowng 
and chattering; but I have little doubt the true etymo- 
logy is Sax. ctuceatCy from cumc, chaste, in allusion to the 
conjugal fiddity of the bird. 

CusHY-<;ow-LAi>Y, a beautiful little scarlet beetle, with black 
spots ; sometimes called LadyMrd. 

Cut, a quantity of yam, twelve of which make what is called 
a hank, the same as skain in the Sottth. 

CuT-AND-coME-AGAiN, a hearty welcome, plenty. 

Cute, quick, intelligent, sly> cunning, clever. Mr. Wilbraham 
thinks this word is probably an abbreviation of acute^ but 
is it not more likely direct from Sax. cuth, expertus ? 

CuTEs, KuTEs, the feet. 

Did ever mortal see sic brutes, 

To order me to lift my cutet. 

Ad smash the fool, he stands and talks. 

How can he learn me to walk. 

That's walk*d this forty year, man ? 

The PUman^s Revenge againtt Bonaparte, 

Cutter, to fondle, to make much of. 

CuTTERiNO, the cooing of a pigeon. Also applied to private 

or secret conversation. Dut. kouten. 
Cutty, short. Gael. nrfacA.— Cutty-gun, a short pipe. 
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Dad, to shake, to strike. " A dad on th6 head.*'-^DAD-0F- 

Breao, H large piece of bread. 
Daodlb, to walk unsteadily, to saunter or trifle.— Dawdt, a 

slattern. Isl. dauda doppa, 
Daddlb, the hand. ** Give us B'shake of your doddle,** 
Dadge, Dodge, to walk in a slow clumsy manner. 
Dapple, to betray loss of memoty and mental Acuity. Per- 
sons growing old and in their dotage, are said to dqffle, and 

to be dafflers. 
Daft, dmple, foolish, stupid. Su.-Grot. doef^ stupidus. Daffie 

occurs in Chaucer, Peirs Ploughman, &c. 
Dag, v. .to drizzle.'— Dag, #. a drizzling rain. ** Vaggy day.'* 

Isl. daugg. 
Daggle, or Draggle, to beraire. — Daggled, Draggled, dir- 
tied. ** Draggle-taUed Dorothy-o !" According to Ray,, 

from dag, dew upon the grass. See Dag. 
Dainty, pleasant, worthy, excellent. Isl. daineKs. 
Dairns, small, unmarketable fish. 
Daker-hen, land rail, or corfircrake. 
Dame, Deame, fJie mistress of the house. V. Note in Cumb. 

Ball. p. 65. 
Dandy-candy, Dog's-t^^d, candied ' sweetmeats.— ^JVet^r* 
Dang, a foolish eyasion of an oath. 
Dannat or DoNNOT,a good for nothing, idle person ; genendly « 

a female. DfMmught, The devil, in Cumberland. 
DapperpFellow, a pert, brisk, tidy little man. 
Dark, Dart, v. to listen with an in&idious attention. Allied 

to the old yerb, darky used by Chancer, Spenser, and 

others. 
Dark, a, blind. Almost Dark, nearly blind. Quite Dark, 

stone blind. 
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Darn, to mend stockings, &c. by chequering the threads. 

Welsh, dam^ to patch. 
Dash-mt-buttons; a moderated imprecation. 
DAUBEB^a plasterer. The ancient style of a branch of the 

fraternity of bricklayers in Newcastle was Cattert and Daw' 

berg. The cat was a piece of soft clay thrust in between 

the laths, which were afterwards daubed, 
Davbr, to stun, to stupify. Datersd, benumbed, stufiified. 

Teut. daveretiy tremere. 
Daw, to dawn. Sax. deBgjum, to grow light. 

The other side from whence the morning dawt, 

Drayton^ PolyoJnon, 

Daytilman, Dattalbman, a day labourer, chiefly in husbandry. 
One who tUU by the day. 

Daze, to dazzle, to stupify, to frighten. Teut. daeten, deli- 
rare, insanire. 

Dazed, blinded with splendour, astounded, benumbed with 
frost. 

Dazed-heat, meat ill roasted. — Dazed-bread, bread not well 
baked. 

Dead-house, a place in Newcastle for the reception of drowned 
persons. 

Dead-nip, a blue mark on the body, ascribed by ^e vulgar to 
necromancy. V. Kilian, dood^nepe, • 

Deaf, rotten ; as a deaf nut. Teut. doove noot. — Barren or 
blasted; as d^o/* com, which is pure Saxon. 

Dean, Dene, properly a dell or deep wooded valley, with run- 
ning water at the bottom, but applied to any hollow where 
the ground slopes on both sides. Sax. deriy a cave or lurk- 
ing place. 

Deave, to deafen, to stupify with noise. Isl. deyfa. 
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jJebateablg-lands, iai^e tracts of wild country, on the con- 
fines of Northumberland, which were a continued source 
of feud and contention, until all disputes vespecting them 
were compromised, under an arbitration, between the 
houses of Percy and Douglas. , 

Deeds, rubbish of quarries or drains. 

Deet, or DiGRT, to dress or dean, to winnow corn. Sax. 
dihkm, parare, disponere. See SLebl-deeters. 

Deft, pretty, neat, clever, handy. Stated in Todd's John, to 
be obsolete, but uot so in the North. Sax. dtsftf idoneus. 

He said I were a deft lass.— J^rwneV Northern Last, 

Dec, to moisten with water, to sprinkle. Sax. deagan, tingere. 
This word, used by Shak. in the Tempest, is not in Todd's 
John., nor in N^es. 

Desse, v. to lay close together, to pile up in order. — Dsss, s. 
a truss of hay. Chaucer uses deis, for a seat, aiid Spenser 
has desse, a desk or table, from old Fr. dais. 

Deuce, the devil, or an evil spirit. " Deuce take him." St. 
Austin makes mention of some libidinous demons, or 
spirits, that used to violate the chastity of women, which 
spirits, he says, the Grauls called duses fquos dusios nuncvr 
pant Gain. J V, Aug. de Givit. Dd. 1. 1. c. 23. 

DiCKY-wiTH-HiM, all over with him. Said of a person when 
ruined, or thwarted. 

DiDDEB, to shiver with cold. Germ, zittem, to tremble. F, 
Skinner. 

DiFncuLTER, more difficult. A commpn comparative. 

Dike, a ditch, hedge, or fence. Teut. dijck, agger. In a coal 
mine, it means a lai^e crack or breach of the solid strata. 
A depot for coals at the staith is also called a d^ke^ 

Dill, to soothe pain. Isl d^ lallare. 
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Ding, to dash with violence. Su.-Qot. daenga, tundere. — 
Ding-down, drng^doon, to overthrow. Very common. 

Ding, to push or drive. Sax. dtrnegtm^ to beat. 

DiNKAN, or Dinmont, a female sheep after the first shearing. 

DiNNEL, Dinnlb, or DiNDLE, to be afiected with a prickling or 
shooting pain, as if of a tremulous short motion in the par- 
ticles of one's flesh ; such as arises from a blow, or is felt 
in the fingers whra exposed to the fire after firost. Dut. 
^mtelen, to tingle. 

DiRDOM, DuBDUM, a great noise, or uproar. Gael, diardan, 
anger. Welsh, i/tc;r(^, a stir. 

DiRL, to move quickly, to thirl, to whiz. Sax. tkirlian, per- 
forare. 

'Twas but yestreen, nae fiuther gaen, 

I threw a noble throw at ane ; 

Wi* less, I*m sure, IVe hundreds slain ; 

But deil-ma-care, 
It just play'd dirl on the bane. 

But did nae mair. 

BumSf DAxth and Doctor Hornbooks 

Disgest, digest. Used by Beaum. and Flet. and others. 

DisH-FACED, hollow faccd. 

Disher, a maker of wooden bowls or dishes. 

Dipness, depth. Isl. diup, altum. 

DizENED, Bedizened, dressed, decorated. 

I put my clothes off, and I dHzen^d him. 

Beauni. jf FteL Pilgrim. 

DoBBiES, spirits or demons. They appear to be of different 
kinds. Some — attached to particular houses or farms — are 
of a good humoured disposition, and though naturally lazy, 
are said to make, in cases of trouble and difficulty, incre- 
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dible exertions for the advantage of the family ; such as 
stacking all the hay, or housing the whole crop of com in 
one night. Others — residing in low granges or bams, or 
near antiquated towers or fridges*— have a very difierent 
character imputed to them. Among other pranks, they 
will sometimes jump behind a horseman, and compress 
him so tightly, that he either perishes before he can reach 
his home, or falls into some lingering and direful malady. 
BocKON, the dock, rymex obtudfoiius, A charm is connected 
with the medicinal application of this plant. If a person 
be severely stung with, a nettle, it is customary to collect 
a few dock leaves, to spit on tliem, and then to rub ^tte 
part affected, repeating the incantation, " In dockon, otU 
nettle," till the violent smarting and inflammation subside- 
seldom exceeding ten minutes. These words are said to 
have d similar effect with those expressed in the old Monk- 
ish adage, ''Exeat ortica,tibi sit periscelis arnica;" the 
female garter bound about the part which has suffered, 
bdng held a remedy equally efficacious. Mr. Wilbraham 
remarks that, ** In dock, out nettle" is a kind of proverbial 
saying, expressiye of inconstancy. This observation will 
contribute to explain an obscure passage in Chaucer's 
Troilus and Creseide, b. iv. st. 66. 

<< Thou biddest me I should love another 

*< AU freshly new, and let Creseide go, 

" It lithe nat in my power, le^e brother, 

** And though I mighty yet would I nat do so, 

** But canst thou plaien raket to and fro, 

** NetOe in, dock otd, now this, now that, Pandare ? 

" Now foule fiJl her for thy wo that care." 

DoDD, to cut wpol from and near the tails of sheep. — Don- 
DiNGs, the cutdngs. Dod, to lop, as a tree, is an old word. 
" Dodder'd oak." i 
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DoDDART, a bent stick with which the game of doddart is play- 
ed. Two captains choose their party by alternate votes, 
when a piece of globular wood,^ called an orr or coit, is 
thrown down in the middle of a field, and each side endea- 
vours to drive it to the alleyy kail, or goal. Same as 
clubbei/, hockey, shinney,' shmneyhaw. 

DoDDED, without horns, as dodded sheep. Perhaps an abbre- 
viation of doe^aded. 

Dodder, Dother, to shake, to tremble ; to nod, as in the 
palsy of decrepitude. — Dodder^rass, quaking grass, briza. 

Dodge, to jog, to incite. 

DoDY, a corruption of George, applied only to children, and 
originating in a childish pronunciation of Georgee, by the 
common infantile substitution of d for g, and the not un- 
common omission of r, especially in Newcastle, when a 
broad vowel precedes. 

Doff, to undress, to put off. From do off. See Don. 

Thou wear*st a lion's hide. 

Dqfit for shame.— jS^^o^. King John, 

Dog, a wooden utensil in form of a dog, with iron teeth, for 
toasting bread. Also a piece of iron placed at each end of 
a fire place to keep up the fire. 

Dole, to set out or allot ; applied to land. Sax. doelan to di- 
vide. In Cumb. a narrow plot of ground in a common 
field, set out by land-marks, is called a Deail. 

Dole, grief, sorrow, lamentation. Old Fr. dol, dole. Mod. 
Fr. deuil. By no means obsolete, as stated in Todd's 
John. Alms distributed at fiinerals are still ^;ailed doles, 

Don, to dress, to put on. An old word from do on. Stated 
' in Todd's John, to be obsolete ; but it common use 

m the North See Doff 




DRAF 



59 



BoNCY, afiectedly neat, accompanied with the idea of self-im- 
portance. 
DooK, or Duck, to bathe. Dut. ducken. 
^ DoosE, Douce, Douse, snug, comfortable, clean, neat, tidy, 
sweet-looking — applied to a beautiful and attractive wo- 
man. Lat. dulcis, Fr. douxy douce. 
DoosE, Douce, a blow. ** Doose-i'-the-chops," a blow on the 
face. — DoosEY, or Doosey-cap, a punishment among boys., 
Double^ to clinch. " He doubled his neif.*' 
Doup, Dowp, clunes. Isl. Dof, «* As fine as F**ty-Poke's 
A^e, who dressed her doup with primroses." — A New^ 
coftle comparison, 
Doutsome, hesitating, uncertain as to the event. 
Dow, Dog, a little cake. See Yulb-dow. 
DowLY, lonely, melancholy, sorrowful. ** A dowly place"-— 

"adowlylot." 
Down-cohe, a fall in the market, or indeed in any other sense. 
Down-dinner, tea, or any afternoon's repast. V. Bouch. 

aandom. 
Down-house, the back kitchen. 
Down-in-the-mouth, dispirited, dejected, disheartened. 
Down-lying, an* accouchement. 
Dowp, a carrion crow. , 

DowPY, the smallest and last-hatched of a breed of birds. 
Doxy, a sweetheart ; but not in the equivocal sense used by 

Shak. and other play writers. 
Dozened, spiritless, impotent, withered. 
Drabbl'd, pRABBLE-T ailed, dirtied. Draggled, 
Draff, brewers' grains, with which cows and swine are fed. — 
Teut. drqf. Both Hanmer and Johnson have misintei> 
preted this Shakspearian word, and Nares hath perpetuated 
the error. 
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Drape, a cow whoge milk is dried up. Sax. dreperij to fail — 
having failed to g^ve milk. Drape sheep, oTes rejiculse, 
credo ab A. S. drape, expulsio, draped, abactus. Skinner. 

Draup, D&eap, to drawl, to speak slowly and monotonously. 

Drawk, Drack, to saturate with water. Su.-Got. draenka, 
aqua submergere. 

Dreap, to drench. ** Dreaping o' wet." 

Dree, to suffer, to endure. Sax. dreogan, to undergo. 

He did great pyne and meikle sorrow dree^^^Ross, Helenore. 

Dree, weary, long, tediously tiresome. Apparently a rapid 
pronunciation of Germ, durre, dry, both in a physical and 
metaphorical sense ; but see Dr. Jam. In Northumberland, 
within the memory of old people, the farmers had a sort 
of cart without wheels, drawn by one horse, called a dree. 

Dresser, a long chest of drawers about three feet high, with 
an opening in the centre for pots and pans, making a sort 
of kitchen table. Tent, dressoor. Fr. tfreMosr, a side-board. 

Driblet, '* a small sum ; odd money in a sum." — Dr, John, 
It, however, means a small inconsiderable thing of any sort. 

Drip, stalactites, or petrefactions. 

Dromng, a lazy indolent mode of doing a thipg. — Dronish is 
a very old word. 

Drought, Draught, a team of horses in a cart or waggon, 
both collectively taken. 

Drumly, Drummely, muddy, confused. Misled by Hanmer 
and Pegge, Xx^, drvmble is in Todd's John, misinterpreted 
to drone, to be sluggish. The example from Shak, Merry 
Wives of Windsor, ** Look how you drumble," unquestion- 
ably means how confused you are. 

Then bouses drumly Grerman wa)«r. 
To mak himsel look fair and &tter. 

Burns, Tva Dogs. 
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Drunkakp's-cloak, a great tub or barrel 6f a pecuHar con- 
struction, for the punishment of drunkards in Newcastle. 
V. Gardiner's Englanda Grievance, p. m., and Brand's 
History of Newc. vol. ii, p. 192, 

Druve, Druvy, dirty, muddy. Sax. ge^refim, ti;vbefe. 

D(7B, a small pool of water ; a piece of deep and smooth wa- 
ter in a rapid river. M(£.-Got. diep, deep. Celt, duihy a 
canal. 

Dubler, Doublbr, a lai^ dish of earthenware. Dobekr is in 
Peirs Ploughman. " Mugs and didders, wives V'-^Newc, 
Cry. 

DuB^sKELPER, bog-trottcr; applied to the borderers. 

Ducket, a dove-cot. 

Ducks and Drakes, a pastime. Flat stones or slates are 
thrown upon the sur&ce of a piece of water, so that they 
may dip and emerge several times, without sinking. ** Nei- 
|her cross and pile, nor ducki and drakes, are quite so an- 
cient as handy-dandy." — Arbutknot and Pop£, quoted in 
Todd's John. I do not know the age of handy-dandy, but 
the sport of ducks and drakes is of high antiquity, being ele- 
gantly described by IVCnutius Felix. 

Dud, a rag. Gael. dud» — Duds, clothes^ of a dirty or inferior 
kind. V. Jam. — Dudman, a scare-crow. 

Dullbirt, Dulburt, Dulbard, a stupid person, a blockhead. 
Q,I>ulUnrtkf 

Dull, hard of hearing. Same in Scotland. 

DyMFouNDED, pcrpIcxed, confused. F, Jam. dumfminder. 

Dumpy, sullen. — In the Dumps, a fit of sullenness. Dut. 
dom, dull, stupid. 

Dungeonable, shrewd, or es the vulgar express it, devUisL — 
As Tartarus, signifies hell and a dungeon ; so dungeon is. 
applied to both. — Rat/. 
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Di'^ftH, Duyrn, to push or jog with the elbow. Teut. doruen. 

Di'NTiR, a poqMise. 

Dusii, to piMh with violence. Teut. dorsm, puisftre cum im- 

petu. 
Di»r»T. tumult, uproar. " To kick up a dust." Su.-Got. dytt, 

dust, tumultus, fragor. Also money. •* Down with your 

dust." 
DwiNE, to pine, to be in a decline or consumption. Sai^ dwi- 

nan, tabe8cere.~DwiMY, ill thriven.^DwAiN, a fainting 

fit, or swoon. 

And then hee sickened more and more, and dried and 
dwined tLway-^HUL Prince Arthur, port 3, chap. 175. 

E. 

Eald, old age. Pure Saxon. Chaucer lias elde, and Shak. 

Eam, Eame, uncle. Sax. eame, 

Henry Hotspur, and his eame. 
The Earl of Wor'ster — DrayUm, Polyolbion. 

The nephues straight deposM were by the eame. 

Mirror for Magistrates. 

Ear, a kidney, as the ear of veal. It b supposed to be so 
called from its resemblance to an ear, and being a name 
more delicate than kidney ; but it is probably a corruption 
of Germ, ntercy a kidney. The old name, presenting a less 
&miliar idea, might be retained from delicacy, as the old 
French words mutton, veal, beef, and pork, are con^dered 
less offensive than sheep, calf, ox, and pig, when these 
animals are brought to table. 

Earn, Yearn, to coagulate milk. V, Sure, r<swia. 

Earning, Yearning, rennet. Sax. gerunning. 
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Easings, eaves of a house. Sax. efese, Peirs Ploughman has 

evesynget. 
Eath^ Eith, easy. Sax. eath. 

Where ease abounds yt's eaih to do amiss.— iSjpefWfr, F. Q. 

Eaver, Eeyieb, a comer or quarter of the heavens. F. Wilb. 

and see Art. 
Edder, the long part of fence wood put upon the top of 

fences.. Dr. John, says, npt m use; but I have heard it 

in most of the Northern counties. 

Save edder and stake 

Strong hedge to make.— 7\tf«fr, Hwtlandry, 

Ee, singular of eye. Sax. eag, — Een, plural. Sax. eagan. 
Chaucer uses eyen, for the eyes. 

Ee, a spout ; as the mill^e, 

Eeleators, young eels from two to five inches long. Hordes 
of little urchins waiider about the shores of the Tyne, 
at low water, in search of them under the stones. When 
secured by the head, they use the following jargon, 
'' Eele ! Eeleaator ! cast your tail Intiv a knot, and aw'l 
thraw you into the waater." 

Eem, leisure. Seldom, I think, used, except in Cumb. V. 

. Wilb. 

Ego, Egg-on, to instigate, to incite. Sax. eggian. 

Wherfore, they that eggen or consenten to the sinne, 
been partners of the sinne, and of the dampna- 
tion of the sinner.-— C^ucer, Persones Tak. 

Eggler, a person who goes about the country collecting eggs 
for sale. 

EiGH, Eye, Aye, yes. The use of this adverb is perhaps more 
characteristic of a Northern dialect than any other word 
that could be named, as it is nearly universal and uniform ; 
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tboqgh it is probable it was at first merely a provincial 
mode of pronouncing the old ^a. So far as I remember, 
it does not occur in Chaucer ; nor am I aware that it is to 
be met with in any publicationi older than the time of 
Shakspeare. 

Ekk-oi't, to use sparingly. Chaucer has eeke, to add to^ to 
increase. 

Elbow-«iuiasb, hard rubbing, or any persevering exercise 
with the arms. ** Lucemum olere,'* old Prw, 

Eldin, Eloino, fuel, such as turf, peat, or wood. Sax. celet. 
Isl. eUdr. Dan. Ud. 

Elf-locks, entangled or clotted hair. It was supposed to be 

a spiteful amusement of Queen Mab, and her subjects, to 

twist the hair of human beings, or the manes and tails of 

horses, into hard knots, which it was not fortunate to 

loose. 

This is that vefy Mab, 

That plats the manes of horses in the night ; 

And bakes the elf-locks in foid sluttish hairs, 

Which, once untangled, much misfortune bodes. 

Shak. Rom. and Jul. 

Elf-shots, the name vulgarly given to the flint arrow heads 
of our ancestors, supposed to have been shot by fairies. 

There every herd, by sad experience knows 
How wing'd with fiite, their df-^ot arrows fly. 

When the sick ewe her summer food foregoes. 
Or stretch'd on earth the heart-smit hei&rs lie. 

Ode, Pop, SuperttiL Highkmdij p. 10. 

Ell-dockens, butter bur, great colts*-foot. Tusselago major, 

^Norih. 
Ellek, EllicKj Alexander. 
Eller, Aller, the alder. Sax. eelr. Germ, eller. This 
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tree abounds in the North more than in any other part of 
the kingdom, and seems always to have been there held in 
grent respect and veneration. A contrary notion-«*<;oun- 
, tenanced by Shakspeare — ^has, however, prevailed, in con- 
quence of Judas, as it is said, having been hanged on a 
tree of this kind ; but for which I have in vain searched 
for an ancient authority. 

Ell-mother, step mother. 

Else, already. Sax. elles. 

Elsin, Elson, an awl. Teut. aeltene, subula. " A cobbler's 
elson." 

Elspith, Elizabeth. 

End-irons, two large moveable iron plates used to contract 
the fire place. When a great fire is wanted they are placed 
at a distance ; and nearer for a small one. V. Sldnner, 
and4rofu, 

Enoo, Enow, by and by. ** Aw'l come enoo.** 

EsH, die ash tree. Teut. eich. 

Etow, or Atoo, broken in two. 

Ettlb, to intend, to attempt, to take aim. V. Dire, tetia. 

ByBnooon, even dotpn, plain, honest, downright. " Even doon- 
thump." 

EviL-ETS, an envious, malidous eye. 

You shall not find me, daughter. 
After the slander of most step-mothers, 
BvU-eyed unto you. Shak, CynibeUne, 

The superstitious supposed the first morning glance of a 
person with an evil-eye to be certain destruction to man 
or beast. Tliough the efifect mi^t not be instantaneous, 
it was eventually sure. If he, who had this unfortunate 
propensity, were well disposed, he cautiously glanced his 
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wye on some inaniinata object, to prevent the direful con- 
sequences. Connected with an ev U t y e ^ is a common ex- 
pression in the North, ** no one shall say Iku^ U your eye" 
t. e. no body can justly speak ill of you. 

Doll* in disdains, doth finom her heeles defie ; 
The best that breathes shall tell her black's her «yr .• 
And that it*s true she speaks, who can say nay ? 
When none that lookes on*t but will sweare 'tis gray. 

Oid Epigram, 
The* he no worth a plack is. 
His awn coat on his back is. 
And none can toy that hUick itt 

The white o* Johnny's ee. 

Song, The Keel Row, 

EwB-GOWAN, the common daisy. North Thidale. 
Ewer, Ure, Yure, an udder. 

F. 

Fad, fashioned. <" 111 &d." The Scotch have iU^faw^d, iU 
favoured, and weel^faw^d, well fiivoured. In Promptorium 
Parvulorum sive Clericorum,we find, ''comlyorweUyoryf^e 
in shape; elegans ;'* and in Hormanni Vulgaria, we have, 
''he looked unfaringlyy aspectu fuit incomposito." See 
Fab AND. 

Fad, Faud, a bundle of straw, twelve of which inake a ihrate, 
Bax,feald, plica. 

Fadge, a bundle, as of sticks. Sw,fagga^ onerare. 

Fadgb, a small flat loaf, or thick cake. Vv.fouace, 

Faggot, a contemptuous epithet for a female. ^ Faggot of 
misery." « Idle Faggot." 

Faikss! Faix! iidth, upon my faith. 
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Fain, glad. "Fair words make fools fain." — Prov, Sfax. 
fmgan, U./eginn, 

Ah York, no man alive so /tin as I. 

Shak, 2. lien. VI, 

¥ja&. Fairing, a present at or from a Mr. ^ How are you 
for my fidr ?** — ** How are you for mine, aw spoke first." 

Faui-fall-you, a blessing attend you. 

Faiby-butter, a fungus excrescence, sometimes found about 
the roots of old trees. After great rains, and in a certain, 
degree of putre&ction, it is reduced to a consistency, which, 
together with its colour, makes it not unlike butter. ^ 

Fairy-rings, circles of dark green grass, frequently visible in 
meadow fields ; round which, according to Fairy mytho- 
logy, these ** pretty ladies" were accustomed to dance by 
. moonlight. 

** Those ringt and roundelayes 
— — — which yet remaine. 
On many a grassy plaine." 

Fairie^s Farewell, 

They do request you now 
To give them leave to dance afiirif^ftg, 

Bandolfhy Atnyntas. 

The footseps of fiury and &y 
In the giassplot are plain to be seen. 

Where at midnight, in dancing the hajt 
They lighten the cares of their Queen. 

Derwentf an Ode^p, 12. 

Familous, relating to a fiunily. ^ 'Tis a fiunilous complaint." 
Fand, found. 

Fantome-corn, lank, light com. — Fantomb*hay, light, well 
gotten hay. V, Ray. 
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Fakand, #. state of preparation for a journey — fashion^ man- 
ner, custom.— Farand-man, a traveller or hinerent mer- 
chant — Faaant, o. equipped for a journey — fashioned, 
shaped ; as Jlghimg'farant, in the fighting way or fashion ; 
weli or iU^artmi^ well or ill looking. See Auikpaeant.*^ 
Fakantly, odv. orderly, in regular or established modes. 
— All these expressions may be traced to the <^d vab 
FABB, (from Suu/anm,) to be on a journey. We may, as 

' remarked by Dr. Willan, wonder at the ideas of forea^t, 
preparation, and formal style, connected with a journey in 
our island ; but on reverting to the time of the Heptarchy, 
when no collateral facilities aided the traveUer, we Aall be 
convinced that a journey of any considerable extent, must 
have been an undertaking that would require much previous 
calculation, and nice arrangement. Indeed, within the last 
century, what we now call a trip from Newcastle to Lon- 
don, was considered so perilous an enterprize, that the 
traveller, as a necessary precaution, regularly made a will, 
and arranged his most important aflbirs. 

Fabb, to near or qiproach.^ " The cow frres a*calving." 

Fabubs, trifles. ** Spying farlies." — Fablos, or Feblixs, 
strange things; properly sudden, or unexpected. Sax. 
ferUce. The word occurs in Peirs Plou^iman, and in the 
writings of Chaucer, Drayton, and others. 

Faen, or Faben-tickled, freckled, sun burnt. — Fabn-teckles, 
freckles on the skin ; said to be from i^sembling the seeds 
of the hm^— freckled with fern; but perhaps, fair and 
tickled^ fiiir and freckled. 

Fa9SBN8-ben, FasHnf^M-even, Shrove Tuesday evening. The 
eve of the mass of the great feast, or featiin^s even. 

Fash. v. to troulde, to teaze. ^ I cannot be fashM.** Fr. 
/ocAer.-— Fash, #. trouble, care, anxiety. Fr. facherie, — 
Fashious, a. troublesome. Tr^facheiup^facheiue, 
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Fast and Loose, or Prick in the Belt, a cheating game, still 
occasionally practised by fawsy aiid low sharpers at fairs. 
V, Nares. 

Fat-hen, muck weed, or goose foot. Chenopodium album. 

Faud, Fad, fold yard. — Pin-fad, pinfold. Sax, faldf stabulum. 

Faugh, fallow. Mr. Wilbraham sa3rs an abbreviation of the 
word ; but is it not from Isl. faaga, polire, or Su.-Got. 
feia yel/aiaf purgare ? 

Fatou^, to resemble, to have a similar countenance or appear- 
ance. " H&favouri his fiither.** Cheshire has no exclu- 
sive clffim to this word, r.-WiIb. 

Good !]^aith, me thinks that this young Lord Chamont 
Favours my motiier, sister, doth he not ? 

Ben Jon. Case U AUer^d. 

Faws, itinerant tinkers, or venders of pottery ware ; generally 
accompanied by their wives and families. Like their an- 
cestors the gipsies, the female branches are still famous at 
palmistry and fortune telling. In Lodge's Illustrations of 
Brit. Hist. v<^. L, p. 135, is a carious letter from the Jus- 
tices of Durham to the Earl of Shrewsbury, Lord Presi- 
dent of the Councfl in die North, dated 19th Jan. 1549, 
concerning the gipsies and yaif^f.^FAW-GANO, a company 
ofrj^^. 

Fbal, to hide. " He tiiat fealt can find." — Prov. Isl./<?/, 
occultare. 

Feabful, Fearpoo, very, exceeding. " Fearful sorry" — very 
sorry. 

Feat, neat, dextrous. Su.-Got. /a«, apt, ready. — Featly, 
dextrously. 

I^ie dances feaJ^, — Sfftak, WwderU Tale. 

Feck, might, activity, abundance. Perhaps Sax,faecky space. 
In Scotland, Feck, is quantity; maruf feck, plenty; little 
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fecky scarcity. Germ, fachy a portion or, compartment ; 
dnyocA, single; tweyfacky^oxi\A&\ m^Ar^^A, many fold. 

Feckful, strong, powerful, brawny. 

Feckless, feeble, helpless, inefficient. 

Fell, «. a rocky hill, a mountain or common scarcely adnut- 
ting of cultivation. Isl. jf^//, one mountain resting on 
another. Su.-Got. fiaeUy a ridge of mountains. Germ. 
feUy a rock. 

Fell, a. sharp, keen. Hence yi?i/, savage, cruel, &c. 

Fellon, a disease in. cows, occasioned by oold. Skinner de- 
rives it from Sax. feUe^ cruel, on account of the anguish 
the complaint occasions ; and the author of the Crav. Gloss, 
from Dut. felen or feyleuy to &il ; because milch cows, 
which are subject to it, fail of giving their milk ; or from 
heUeuy to bow or hang down, as the udders of cows are 
frequently enlarged in this disease. A cutaneous eruption 
in children is also called the fellon. 

Feltered, entangled. 

His^^ftf^ locks that on his bosom felL— Fair/br. 

FEiiBiEa, weak, slender. Isl. /ramur, mollis. 

Fen, to appear to do any thing neatly, or adroitly, not to be 
deterred by shame. — Fensome, neat, becoming, adroit 
** I cannot fen," signifies I am restrained by a sort of awe 
arising from the presence of some person for whom I have 
a respect or dread. 

Fend, to make a shift, to be industrious, to struggle with diffi- 
culties, to ward off. ^ He fends hard for a living." It is 
also used in allusion to the state of health, as ** hoyv fends 
it," s. e. how are you in health. — Fendt, good at making 
a shifl^ warding off want. Fendy is an old word for sup- 
port. 
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Fend and Prove, to firgue and defend. 
Fere, Fibre, a brother, friend, or companion. Sax. gefera^ 
socius. 

And here's a hand, my trueltyjl^e^ 

And gie*s a hand o* thine : 
And we*ll tak a right gude willie-waught, 
For auld lang syne. Bumt^ Auld Lang Sh/ne, 

Tfie word is used by Spenser for a husband. 
But fiiire Clarissa to a lovely,/^ 
Was lincked, and by him had many pledges dere. 

Spencer, Faerie Queene, 

Fest, to bind or place out an apprentice under an indenture. 

Qu,^Goi: faestay to fasten. — Festing-pbnny, money given 

by way of earnest, to a servant, at a hiring. 
Fast, or The Fest, a place at the Quay, Newcastle, where 

keelmen generally receive their orders. 

There pitmen, with baskets and gay poesy waistcoats, 
Discourse about nought but whee puts and hews best ; 

There keelmen, just landed, swear may they be stranded ; 
If they*re not shavM first while their keePs at the Jkit. 

Song, Quapiide Sffumer. 

Fettle, v. to put in order, to repair or mend any thing that is 
broken or defective. Dr. John. "explains this word ''to 
do trifling business, to ply the hands without labour," and 
calls it a cant word from feel, Mr. Todd corrects this 
mistake, and quoting Grose's definition which is different 
fi^m that here assigned to it, thinks it probably comes from 
Su.-Got.^^f, studium. The word has the same meaning 
m Cheshire as that which I have ^ven, and Mr. Wilbra- 
ham sayb, ** it i^pears to me to be derived with some de- 
flection of the word, faire, to do, which itself comes from 
the LaXxafacere, The nearest which occurs to me is the 
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old Fknench wordfaUwre, which hw eiactly the same mean- 
ing a* our sabatanttre fettle, and is explained by Roque- 
fort, in his Olossaire de la Langue Romaine, by Fofwi, 
modetformtf* 4^. 

Fkttli, i. order, good condition, proper repair. Used by 
Roger Ascham, in his Toxophilus. 

Few, is used not only for a small number, but also for a little 
quantity ; as a ** little/rw broth.'* 

FiDDLBSTicK, an inteijecdonal expression of disbelief or doubt, 
usually bestowed on any absurd, nonsensical conversation. 

FiDoiwo, uneasy, impatient. 

Fio, to supply gbger to a horse, to excite him to carry a fine 
tail. A common practice at fiurs. 

FiKK, V, to fidget, to be restless or busied about trifles. Su.- 
Qot^JSka, cursitare.— Fncx, #. restlessness, trying cares. — 
FiKBY, a, fidgetty, minutely troublesome* 

File, to soil, to foul, to defile. Sax. q/^n, contaminare. 

FofNiKDifl^ FiNNiKY, trifling, scrupulously particular. Perhaps 
variations of ./SiMca/. 

FiPPLB, the under lip. ** See how be hangs hkjipple" V, 
Jam, faiple. 

FiasT-FOOT, the name given to the person who^r^^ enters a 
house on New Yetu^i Da^ — regarded by the superstitious 
and the credulous as influencing the fiite of the fionily, espe- 
cially the finr part of it, for the remainder of the year. To 
exclude all suspected or unlucky persons, I find, it is cus- 
tomary for one of the damsels to engage, before hand, some 
&voured youth, who^-elated with so signal a mark of female 
distinction — gladly comes early in the m orn i n g, and never 
empty handed. 

FissLE, FisTUNO, to make a rustling noise, to fidget. Teut. 
futselen, agitare. 
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FiTT, to vend dr load coals. — Fitter, the vender or loader. — 

Running-fitter, his dq>uty. 
Fix-pax, a sort of gristle, the tendon of the neck. Germ. 

fiachie. 
Fizz, to scorch, to fly off, to make a hissing noise. IsI.^m. 
— Fiz-GiG, a comical person. — Fizzle, a jocular name for 
a mistake of the most ofiensive kind. 
FtzzoG, Physiog, the face. Contraction of Physiognomy. 
Flacker, to flutter, to vibrate like the wings of a bird under 
alarm, to quiver. Su.-Grpt. fleckra. Germ, flackem. — 
Flicker is used by Chaucer and Shakspeare. 
Flah, Flaw, a square piece of turf, dried and used as fuel.-^ 

Sax.^an, to flay off. 
Flam, a fall-^so flattery bordering on a lie. 
FLAPPSR-GHASTEn, frightened, as if by a ghost. Moor has 

Jiabber^asted, astonished, confused. 
Flaut; Flought, a roll of wool carded ready for spinning. 
Flat, to fnghten. — Flay'd, affiigftted, terrified^ timoroas. — 
*' Aw's flayed," I'm afraid. — FLAViNG^an apparition or hob- 
goblin. — ^Flat-so^ee, fr^tfrd. — Flay-craw, a scare-crow. 
Flea-bite, Flee-bite, a ludicrous designation for any trivial 

pain or danger. 
Flecked, spotted, streaked. IsLjiedlea^ discolbr. 
Fleech, to supplicate in a flattering mahner^ to wheedle.— 

TeaUjletsen, — Fleecrimg, flattering, supplicating. 
Flee or Fly-by-the-sky, a sHly, ffirting, absurdly dressed, gig- 

gjinggirl. 
Fleet, shallow ; as a fleet pan or vessel, fleet water. Sax. 

fledingi fluxus. 
Fleet-milk, milk mthout cream ; from the y&bjleetf to skim 
offthesurfece. 
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VlMtHa^AmMfJfymg rndder, the pond or marah fly. The tuI- 

glir are tfrnd of being atimghy it 
Fuck o/imcm^ a aide or Ifitch of bacon. Sax. jKcce. 

Another broughte a ipycke 
Of a baconjfidkr.— iSXcdItoii. 

Flioobd» fledged. ** Flig'd o'er the rfoiip." Isl. fleigur ; 

hence Jijggerty joung birds that can fly. 
FuNDKBS, ahreday broken pieces, splinters. Dut. fterUen* 
Fung, to dance in a peculiar manner, as the Highland fling. 

Also to kick. 

The angry beast» 
Began to kick and jfiny. 

Buikr^ HttdSbrau 

FuRB, to laug^, or rather to have a countenance expressiye of 

laughter, without laughing out. Isl../fyra, subridere. 
FusK, to ddp or bounce. " She's tkflisky jade." Su.-Got. 

JtatOf lasdvire, or Sw, flatigf frolicksome. 
Flirtioio, a wanton, giggling lass. 
Flit, to remove from one habitation to another. Su.-Got. 

flytta. — ^Flitting, the act of removing.— Mo<»9UGHt-fut- 

TiNG, ginng away in debt to the landlord. 
Futb, to scold, to make a great noise. Sax.^itoii, to brawl. 

— FuTiNG, scoldii^, brawling. 
Flity, giddy, light headed. "A^^^body." ' . 

Flow, Flough, cold, windy, boisterous, bleak. '* Its flow 

weather." *• Here's a flow day." 
Flowter, a fright. — Flowterbd, afirighted. 
Fluck, Flook, Flucker, Jenny-flucker, a flounder. Sax. 

floe, a flat fish. 
ViMU, flummery, flattery. 
Flung, deceived, beaten. ** He was sadly flung." 
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Flusteration, hurry, confusion, sudden impulse. 
Fly-by-night, a worthless person who gets into debt, and runs 

off, leaving the house empty. ' 
Fog, the grass grown in autumn after the hay is mown. 

One with another they would lie and play. 

And in the deep/i^ batten all the day.— />rayton. 

Foist, to smell musty. Not in Todd's John, as a verb. 
Footing, an entertainment ^ven on entering at a school, or on 

any new place or office. 
Fond, foolish. An old Northern word. — Fond-as-a-bussom, 

remarkably silly, ridiculously good-natured. 
Force, or Forse, a cascade or waterfall. Su^Got. for$^ a 

cataract. The H%gh Force in Teesdale is an object of great 

sublimity. 
FoREBY^bendes, over and above. Dan. /or6i, by, past, over. 
FoRE-XLDER, an ancestor. Sax, forealdian. 
FoRB-END, the beginning of a weds:, month, or year. 

* 

I have lived at honest freedom ; pay*d 
More pious debts to heaven than in all 
/ Tfae,/bre^«Ndof my time. 

SAak. CymMine. 

FoRE-HEBT, forethought ; from Fore-heed, to pre-consider. — 
Having^o-the-fore, having any thiiig ready or forth- 
coming. 

FoRENENST, Opposite to, over against, towards — as in part pay- 
ment of a debt. 

FoRKiN-iiOBBiN, an ear wig ; so called from its forked tail. — 
Ray. 

Foumart, Foomart, a pole cat Fouhnart, Old Eng. yW^ 
mart. 
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FozY, FuzzY» light and spungy. Sax. wos^yhamidns, Teut. 
vaoSf spongiosus. 

Four, FowT, an indulged or spoiled child ; any foolish person. 

FouTER, a despicable low fellow. — Fouty, Fqoty, base, mean. 
Old 'Fr.foutUy a scoundrel. 

Frame, to attempt. " He frames well" — he appears to do it 
well. '' How does he frame" — ^how does he set about it. 
Ssx.fremmany efficere et formare. 

Fbatch, to scold, to quarrel. — Fratcher, a scold, or quarrel- 
some person. 

Fratishbd, perished, half frozen. 

Freelage, the freedom, or privilege, of a burgess. — Niewc, 
Germ.frUatZy free. 

Frest, Freit, a spectre or frightful object, a superstitious ob- 
servance or charm. JsLfrettf an oracle. 

Frem^d, strange, foreign, not related to. — Frem'd-person, a 
stranger. Sax. and 6erm.yr^t'fi Dan. Jremmet, The 
^ word is also used to denote any thing uncommon. ** It's 
nAhcrfrem'd to be ploughing with snow on the ground." 

Fresh, the swelling of a river, a flood, a thaw. . 

The butter, the cheese, and the bannocks, 

Dissolved like snow in Afieth^ 
And still as they stuck in thdr stomachs* 

With liquor they did them down wash. 

The Mitfttrd GaUffwayU RamNe. 

Fresh, metaphorically^ partly intoxicated. — Fou, quite tipsey. 
— Drunk as NewgatCy Drunk as a lordy completely be- 
sotted. 

Fret, Freet, to lament, to grieve. " She freets dreadfully 
after the bairns." 

Fretten, spotted, marked ; as pock-fretten. Sax. frotkian, 
. fricare. 
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Friday. This in the calendar of superstition is a day of ill 
omen, on which no new work or enterprize must bf begun. 
Marriages, I believe, seldom happen on it, from this cause. 
Dr. Buchanan, in his interesting paper on the religion and 
literature of the Burmas (Asiatic Researches, vol. 6. p. 17^) 
informs us, that with them " Fridfiy is a most unlucky day 
on which no budness must be commenced." 

" Friday's moon. 
Come when it will, it comes too soon.'*—- Prov. 

FaiH, handsome, thriving, in good case. Sax. /reom, fortis. 

Froating, anxious, unremitting industry. 

Frouoh, loose, i^ungy, eaaUy broken ; often iqpplied to wood, 

as brittle is to mineral substances. 
Frow, Fro we, a slattern, a lusty female. Dut. vrow. Germ. 

frau. 

Buxom 96 "BACchva* froet. 

Beaum. S[ FleL Wit at tep. Weapont. 

Fruggan, the pole with which the ashes in an oven are stirred. 
FuDDER, FooTHER, fothcT, as much as a two-horse cart will 

contain. Sax. f other, a wain-load. 
Fuddle, food ahf drinking to excess, so as to make ale the 

chief /oorf. 

Oh ! the rare virtues of this barley broth ; 
To rich and poor it*s meat and drink and cloth. 

Prai$e of Vorkthire AlCy p. 6. 

" Merrily, merrily /tMi(2fe thy nose, 

" Until it right rosy shall be ; 
** For a joUy red nose, I speak under the rose, 

" Is a sign of good company.** 

Fuddle, to intoxicate fish. Unacknowledged by Waltonians. 
Fudge, febulous. Sax. ySe^gan, according to Shinnery a merry 
story. — Fudgy, a little &t person. — Crav, Gloss. 
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FcFP, to blow or pufT. Oerni. pJ^fitL^Fvrvr, light and soft. 

Fur, a furrow. Sax. fur. — RiG-AND-ruR, ridge and fuirow. 
'* Rig and ftirr'd stockings." 

FvsBA^fiixxbaUf a fungus found in fields, which, when pressed, 
emits quantities of dust. 

FusoME, handy, handsome, neat. 

Fuss, to attempt to do any thing in a hurried or confiised man- 
ner. 

G. 

Gab, V, to prate, to tattle. An old word. — Gab, Gabbing, Gob, 
s, idle talk, prating. 

Gad, Gaed, a fishing rod. Sax. gad^ stimulus. 

Gadding, gossiping^-going about firom house to house. 

Gager, Gadger, an exciseman. From to gauge, a part of his 
.employment. 

Gaily, pretty well ; a common answer to the salutation, ** How 
are you ?" — Gay, tolerable. ** He's a gay sort of person." 
Also considerable. *' A gay while.'* 

Gain, a curious Northumbrian expression, of doubtful etymo- 
logy, and of various signification, generally attached to 
other words to express a d^ree of comparison ; as gidn 
quiet — ^pretty quiet; gain braye— tolerably eourageous; 
gain near— conveniently near or at hand. 

Gaitings, single sheaves of com set up to dry. Isl. gat. for- 
amen. 

Gale, Geyal, to ache with cold ; as the fingers do when frost 
bitten ; or when very cold water is taken in the mouth.— 
Also to fly open with heat or dryness, as is often the case 
with particular kinds of wood, such as holly, box, &c.— - 
The first sense is perhaps firom Lat. gelu, firost, cold ; or 
firom Germ, gellen, to tingle. 

Galley-bauk, a balk in a chimney, with a crook, on which to 
hang pots, &c. 
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Gam, to make game of, to quiz. 

Gant, or Gaunt, to yawn. Sax. ganian. 

Gan, Gang, to go. Sax. gan. — Gang, a row or set. — Gang- 
way, a temporary passage or thoroughfare. Sw. gaang, a 
passage. . 

Gantr^e, G4NTRY, a stand for ale or beer barrels. V, Jam. 

Gab, to make, to force, to compel. " I'll gar you do it." — 
Dan. giore* 

Gars, Gursb, grass. Sax. gars. — Gursing, a grazing, a pas- 
ture. 

Garsii4 small branches cut for the purpose of mending hedges. 
Similar to rice. 

Garth, a small inclosure adjoining to a house. Sax. geard, a 
yard. The church-yard is called the kirk-garth. 

Gate, Gait, a rig^t of pasturage for cattle. Their stray or 
grazing for any specified time. 

Gate, Gyet, a way, path, or street. In many of the Northern 
towns the names of streets which end with gate, as Bailiff- 
mte. Narrow-gate, &c. have no allusion to gates having 
ever been there. Isl. gata. 

Gaum, to comprehend, to understand, to distinguish, to consi- 
der. Moei-Got. gaumgan. Teut. gauw. 

Gaumless, silly, ignorant, vacant. 

Gaup, to stare vacantly. '' What are ye gauping at." Dut. 
gaapen, tp gape. 

Gawkt, s, a vacant, staring, idiotical person. Sw. gaek. Germ. 
geek, & fool. 

Gawky, a. awkward, stupid, foolish. See Gowk. 

Gauve, to stare about in a clownish manner. Germ, gaffen, 
adspectare. V. Wachter. 

Gavelock, a strong iron bar ^used as a lever. Sax. gaveioc, 
catapults. Su.-Got. go^o^, jaculi genus apud veteres Sui- 
Qgothos. 
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Gay Y, an ungainly female, '- pf a strange gaU, and of unco man- 



ners." 



Gawvison, a simpleton, a gaping silly fellow. 

Gear, stock or wealth of any kind. ^ A vast o' gear.^ Sax. 

geara, — Gears, draught horse trappings. 
Geck, to toss the head scornfully. Teut. glecken, ludere. 
Ged. In the Northern parts of Northumberland, angLers call 

the pike aged. 

We'll crack how n^ony a creel we've fill'd, 

How mony a line we've flung. 
How mony Aged and sawmon kill'd. 

In day's when we were young. 

FUher't Garland, 1824. 

Gee, an afiront, stubbornness. *' Took the gee^* a common 
phrase. 

Geld, to deprive any thing female of the power of generation. 
This is its old sense, and is so used by Shak. in the Win- 
ter's Tale, when Antigonus threatens his three dau^ters. 
Its other sense, I believe, is getieral. 

Gentles, maggots or grubs, used as bait for fishing. 

Gesung, a gosling. Su.-Got. gaat6ng. 

Gew-oaw, a Jew's harp, the Scotch trump. 

GiBB, a hook. — Gibbon, Gibbvj Gibbt-sticKj a walking stick 
with a hook, or the t(^ bent down for a handle ; a nut 
hook. 

Gibby-stick, confectionary in that form. 

Gib-fish, the milter of the salmon. See some very curious in- 
formation concerning it, in the North Country Ao^er, p. 
39andseq. 

GibealtarrBOCk, veined sweetmeat— sold in lumps, resembling 
a rock. 
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£iF,if. Pure Saxon. 

G1FP-GAFF9 unpremeditated discourse. *' Giff-gaffmBke$ good 

fenowship." 
Gifts, white specks on the finger nailsy presages of felicity^ 

not always realized. F. firaad's Bop. Antiq. voL n. p. ^39. 
GtioiiOT, a giddy lau|^iing girl. Shak. has it in a worse sense. 
GiLDERy GiLDERT, a suaTC, made of horse hair or small wire, for 

futrlimg birds. See Bewick's cut of the Tawny Bunting. 

CfUer, deceiver, occurs in Chaucer. 
Gnx^ a narrow glen with steep and rocky banks on each ride, 

and with a runner of water, between these banks. Isl. gU^ 

fissura montium. 
GiLLABER, to chatter nonsense. ** What are you gillabering 

about," a true old Northumberland expresrion. 
GniucK, a ^mlet. — Gimuck-ete, a squint, vulgo, cock-eye, 
GnaiER, a female sheep from one to two years old.— Gelt- 

GiMMER, a barren ewe. — A Gi]i]iBa*4JUMB, a ewe lamb.-^ 

The word gifnmer is also used contemptuously among the 

lower orders of women in Newcastle. Q. But. gemaien f 
G1MP9 or JnfP, spruce, nice in person or manner. 
GiK,if. Ofti. F.Ray. 

Gin a bodymeet a body. 

Coming throu^ the rye ; 
Gin a body kiss a body. 

Need a body cry ?— &»MliA BaOad. 

GiNORMPATKD, GmoKa-HECKL'D, red haired. 
GnmBr-mroA-BHiixiNG, the confident wager of the Knights of 

theCS^oo^. 
Gno, GuBD, a hoop. Sax. gyrdel^ dngulum. 
GiBDLB, a circular iron plate, with a bow handle, on which 

cakes are baked. In more simple times a slate, called a 
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' backstone, was used for the purpose. Su.-Grot« grissel, f, 
Ihre. 

GiRNEGAW, the cavity of the mouth. From gim, the old word 
fcNT, and present northern pronunciation of, grtM, 

GiSERS, G01SERS, persons who dance in masks. A custom of 
great antiquity, not yet obsolete. Teut. guytC'teiter^ 
sannio, 

G1STIN6, the feeding of cattle, which, in some places, are called 
^emenU; the tythe due for the profit made by such gist- 
ing, where neither the land nor the cattle otherwise pay 
any thing. Old Fr. g»^, demeure, habitation, endroit ou 
Ton couche. Roquefort. 

GiYB, to menace or threaten. " TU give it you." 

GiZENBD, opened, cracked, pined; as an empty cask exposed 
to the sun. Isl. gutnn, hiulcus. 

GizzERK, the gizzard. Fr. gener. Old mode of spdling. 

Glaky, giddy, unsteady, playful. 

Glare, Glaur, dirt, filth. 

Glave, smooth. Hence, glavering^ flattering. 

Glaverino, Glaivering, talking foolishly or heedlessly. 
Qerm^ klqfften, 

GtAZENER, a glazier. Very common. 

GixAD, a kite. Sax. gUda. Su.-Got. glada^ milvus. 

Glee, Gley, Glead, to squint. 'Vr Ray. 

Gleek, to deceive or beguile. In this sense is to be read the 
expression from Shakspeare, ^ I can gleek upon occa- 
sion," misinterpreted by Hanmer and Pope, to joke, or scoff; 
and given as an example, in Todd's John, under ** to sneer," 
to gibe, to droll upon. Mr. Lambe, on this passage, sen- 
sibly remarks, that, ''a fool may utter rustic jokes or 
scoffs ; but it requires some small share of art or wisdoB^ 
to beguile or deceive." 
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Glbg, V, to glance, to look sharp. — GtEC, a, slippery ; ' smootliy 

so as to be easfly moved. Also dever, adroit. Isl. gfoggr, 

acutus, perspectus. 
Glent, to peep, to glance. Isl. glennoj pandere. 
Guff, a slight or transient view, a glimpse, a fright. '^ £h ! 

what a gl^ Fd getten in the kirk garth^ the neet now ! 

He was sect a knth in the deetfers that gard him rin se 

fiist" 
GuMB, to g^ce slyly, to look out at the comer of an eye. 
GuNTiN, GuNTiNG, glancing, shining. 

The Shepherd he^s whistling o^er Barrahum brae. 
And the sun beams are gUiUm fiu- over the sea. 

FU^er't Garland^ 1823. 

Gloppen, to startle, to surprize.— Gloppenbd, astonished, 

frightened. Q. Grerm. glupen f 
Glower, v. to gaze or stare with dilated eyes. Teut. gluyeren^ 

to look asquint. — Gloweb, t. a broad impudent stare. 
Glumps, sulkiness. Chaucer has giombe, and Skelton gium, 

— Glumpy, sullen or sour locking. — To tU glovping, to 

sit silent or stupid. ' 
Gob, the mouth ; hence to gobble. ^ Mump your gob, ^ scum 

your gob," — ^low expressions in ^ewcastle.»-GoB-sTiCK, 

a spoon. F. Moor,p. 146-7. 
GoB-AND-ouTS UK^ A YOUNG Craw, a burlcsquc expression*, 

dealt out to ignorant people, too fond of talking. Of the 

same kind is. No Guts in your Brains — gross stupidity. 
Gk>BBET, a lump of meat — ^that which is put into the gob or 

mouth. — ^Raw-gobbit, or Golburt, an unfledged bird. 

Figurative^, any un^tivated person. 
Gokb, Gowk, the core of an apple, the yoke of an egg, the in- 
ner part of any thing. 
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GoLLAE, GroiXER, to shout, to speak in a boisterous or mena^ 

•cing manner. 
GoNEiLL, Go^NERiL, a half-wit, a dunce. 
GooDMAK, the husband or master of the house.-— Goodwoman, 

the wife or mistress. 
GoR, Gore, dirt, any thing rotten or decayed. Pure Saxon. 

Glaiur^ has the same meaning. 
Gossamer, down of plants, cobwdbs, vapour arising from 

boggy or marshy ground, in warm weather. There is an 

ei^cellent article on this word in thb Cray. Gloss. 
Got, a word called into action on almost every occasion. Ex* 

She got her bed, and soon got about again. 

He got to Newcastle, and got back before night. 

The ship had g€^ on the rocks, and theif she was got off, 

and got into harbour. 
He got bad, he got worse, he got better, and then he goi 

welL 
He got away at last. 

Gotham, a cant name for Newcastle. 

Heav*n prosper thee, Gotham I thou &mou/(dd town. 
Of the Tyne the chief glory and pride; 

May thy heroes acquire immortal renown, 

In the dread field of Mars, when they're try*d. 

Song, Kher A»a\ 

Gowp, GowDY, a toy, or play-thing. V. Todd's John. gaud. 

GowDER, an obscene term ; borrowed, I suppose, from the in- 
tercourse of foxes. Hence the name of Gowdy-chare, in 
Newcastle, 

Gowk, a fool or simpleton; the cuckoo. Teut. gauck — 
April-gowk, April fool. 



GREE 85 

GowFEN, GowFiNG, the hollow of both hands placed together. 
Isl. gaupfu So^Grot. goeptty manus concava.— Gowfek- 

FDLL, as mudi as both hands united can hold. ** Gold in 

Gowpens." 
GowsTT, GowsTLT, ^basdjy frigfitful. Also dismal or uncom- 

f<MtabIe, as applied to a house without ceHing, &c, ** What 

a gowsty hole he lives in." 
Gradelt, decently, orderiy. Sax. grad, ordo* 
Grains, branches ; as the grains of a tree, the grains of a fork. 

Sn.^Got. grfftiy ramus. 
Geaith, to clothe or furnish with any thing suitable. Sax. 

genedian, 
Graithin^ clothing. Brom the verb. 
Grange, a bam, granary, or store-house. Originally that 

belongmg to the lord of a manor, or to a monastery. Fr. 

grange. 
Grafb^ to fed. Sax. grapkm. See, a good article in Moor, 

Grope, 
Grafs, a dung foiic with three or more prongs. Su.^Got. 

gr^p^ , tridens. ^ 

Gravelled, vexed, mortified, perplexed. 
Grawsomb, Growsome, ugly, finghtfiiL Derived by Dr. Wil- 

lan firom growse, to be chill ; to shiver, or to tremble with 

horror. 
Grat-stone^ coarse mill-stones. Fr. groz. roug^. 
Great, Greet, intimate, fiimiliar. 
Gree, to agree. Old Fr. greer. To " bear the gree** to be . 

victorious. 
Gb£Bdy-6ut, a voradous eaterw-«-^GBE£DT-H0UND8, hun^ 

persons. 
Grebn^aele, the laige table in tbe Guildhall, (^Newcastle. 
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The jailor, for trial, had brought up a thief, 
Whoae lookt teemed a paa^Nirt for Botany Bay ; 

The lawyers, tome wUh and tome wanihig a brief. 
Around the^nm i^ble were teated m> gay. 

Soog, My Lord *Slze, 

Orebnby, the green grotbeak. Le Ver^er^ Buffi)n. 

Orbbt, to cry, to weep. An old word. — Orat, wept. 

Orby*ubn, a large stone bottle. Ofte* used on the borders 
for holding smuggled whiskey. Fr. houteiUe de gres^ a 
stone bottle. V, Moor, grey-beard. 

GRBr-HiN, the female of the black-cock. 

Grimb, to mark or daub with soot. This is the only proper 
meaning of this Shakspearian word.-^GRi]fY, sooty. 

Grip, to grasp fi»t by the hand. Sax. gripan^ to gripe. 

Grip, Gruap, Groop, the space where the dung lies in a cow 
house, having double rows of stalls ; that is, the opening 
or hollow between them. Sax. grap^ a trench or sink. 
Hence the Jaoei Groop^ in Newcastle. 

Grippy, mean, avaricious, hardly honest. Sax. gripend, ra- 
piens. 

Groaning, an accouchement. Etymon plain. 

Groaning-cake, the cake provided in expectation of the ac- 
couchement. It seems from time immemorial to have been 
an object of superstition, and persons have been known to 
keep a piece for many years. 

Groaning-chair, the chair in which the matron sits to recdre 
visits of congratulation. 

Oroaning-cheese, or the Sick Wife's Cheese, a large Che- 
shire cheese provided on the same Noccasion as the cake. 
I understand a slice of the first cut laid under the pillow, 
enables young damsels to dream of their lovers, parti(^arly 
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if previously tossed in a certain nameless part of the mid- 
'Wife's appall. In all cases it must be pierced with three 
pins, taken from the child's pincushion. 

Groats, oats with the hulls taken off, but unground. Sax, 
gruty grout. Groais were formerly much used in thexsom- 
position of black puddings, which see. Hence the northern 
proverb, ** blood without groats is nothing," meaning that 
&mily without fortune is of no consequence. A street in 
Newcastle is called the G^roa^>market. 

Grobble, to make holes. 

Grosba, Grozer, a gooseberry. Fr. groteille, Lat. grouula. 

Groves, the refuse of tallow chandlers, made into thick cakes 
as food for dogs. 

Gruff, rou^ savdge, imperious. Su.*Got. grof, crassus. 

Grumphey, a species of jostling among school boys, in en- 
deavouring to hide any thing which one takes from another. 

Guest, a ^ost. Sax. gast. The stress of Newcastle, it is 
said, were haunted by a nightly guei^, in the shape of a dog, 
calf, or p^, to the no small terror of such as were afraid of 
shadows. Thdr gambols were frequently performed In the 
neighbourhood of the old *^ Dog-loupHstairs." 

GuESTNiNG, m hospitable welcome— a warm reception. lal. 
gitiing, hospitum. 

GuiL, or GuiLE-FAT,4>r Vat, a wort-tub in which the liquor 
ferments. Dut. gyUetdp, 

GuLLEY, a large knife used in farm houses, principally to cut 
bread, cheese, &c. for the family. Perhaps, originally a 
butcher's, for die guUet. > > 

GuMSHON, Gumption, common sense, comlnned with energy ; 
shrewd intdligence ; a superior understanding. An lex- 
cellent word, of high antiquity— referred by Dr. JanuesoB 
« to Moe.-Got. gaum^an, perdpere. 



M8 HAAM 

H. 

liAAMty Hambs, IlAin-sTiciu, two pieces of crooked wood 
attftfV»i to a hone's collar, hi. kaU, collum. Teut. 
kamme koe-Aamme, numella. 

Hack, a itroQg pick<«xe or hoe tiaed in agriculture. Dan. 
AaAAe» a mattock. 

Had away ! Had away ! go away ; a term of encouragement, 
I believe, peculiar to the north. 

Haffli, to waver, to wpetk unintelligibly. Dut. kakkelen, to 
fidter or stammer. 

Hag, a sink or mire in mosses, or any broken ground in a 
bog ; a white mist, simUar to dag ; a wood into which cat- 
tle are admitted ; also a cutting of hanging wood. 

HaogaRrMaker's Shop, a public house. 

Haggis, Haggish, a dish ; made sometimes of fruit, suet, and 
minced entrails, and sometimes only of oatmeal, suet and 
sugar — stuffed into a sheep's maw and boiled. It was till 
lately a common custom in many country places, to have 
this fare to breakfast every Christmas-day; and some part 
of the family sat up all ni^t to have it ready at an early 
hour. It is now used at dinner on the same day. Sold 
in the Newcastle market. 

Ye powers, wha mak mankind your caie. 
And dish them out their bill o* fioe, 
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware 

That jaups in luggies ; 
But, if ye wish her gratefu* prayer, 

Gie her a ffaggit I-^Bunu* 

Hag^bh, an opprobious qnthet for a female— partaking, as it 
were, of the nature of a hag. 
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Hagmsna, Hogmbha, a name appropriated to December, and 
to any gift during that month, especially on the last day» 
The poor children in Newcastle, in expectation of their 
ht^mena, go about from house to house knocking at the 
doors, singing their carols, and wishing a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. *' Please will you give us war 
kogmena?* The origin appears quite uncertun. Some 
pretend to derive the term from the two Greek words, 
etyiet ftntm ^^ moon, while others maintain that it is 
only a corruption from the French, homme est ne, in allu- 
sion to the nativity. 

Hag-worm, the conunon snake. Coluber natrix, 

Hain, to save, to preserve. Haining wood ; Haining land. 

Hake, to loiter, to lounge, to sneak. 

ELkLFERS ! an exclamation entitling tiie person making it to 
half, or half the value, of any thing found by his com- 
panion. If the finder be quick he exclaims ** no halfers — 
findee keepee, lossee seekee," to destroy the right of claim. 

And he who sees you stoop to th* ground. 
Cries hatoet ! to ev'ry thing you've found. 

Saoaget Horace to Scava imitated. 
Haixabaloo, Hillebaloo, a noise, an uproar, a clamour. 

, ** Kick up a hUlebaloor " My eye„ what a hillebaloo r 
Halle e'en, Halloween, All Hallow Even, the vigil of All 
Saints' Day, on which it is customary with young people 
to dive for apples, or catch at them when stuck upon one 
end of a kind of hanging beam, at the other extremity of 
which is fixed a lighted candle, and that with their mouths 
only, their hands bdng tied behind their backs. V. 
Brand's Pop. Antiq. vol. L p. 300. 
Hallen, the comer at the entry into the house by means of 
the heck'-door^^tiie partition between the door and tiie 

N 



90 HALL 

lireiilace. Su-GoC hmd^ the Btme aft the tiiied»4lQld.— 
r. Due. 
HuxBX-FDfy a pin fixed ufcftk the katttu fer the pmpoae of 

HAiXEN-FOSTy the post at the exlieuii^ of the jeosor. 

HiixiOKy a tenn of r^roacfa. ** Te long haDioii.'' 

Hamb, Haam, home. A pure old word. Sax. haau 

Hamshackle, to fasten the head of an aninial to one of its 
fordegs. Viasms cows and oxen are often so tied, essge- 
cially fdien driven to shunter. 

Han, plnral for have. This old contracticm of haven is not 
obsolete, as stated by Dr. Johnson. 

Handv, a small wooden vessel with an i^rigfat handle. 

Havg-gaixows, a veiy worthless feUow — a prophetic allusioB 
to an ignominious encL 

Hangmbnt. To play the hangment, is to be much enraged — 
- to play the veiy deuce. 

Hank, r. to fasten, to form into hanis or skains. — Hamk, i. a 
skain of thread, a rope or latch for fiistemng a gate. Isl. 
hanh, a collar or chain. To keep a good hank upon your 
horse, is to have a good hold of the reins. To make a 
ravelled hank, to put any thing into confusion* 

Hank, a habit. From hankerings a strong desire. 

Hanklb, to twist, to entangle du*ead, silk, or worsted. 

Hanniel, a loose, disorderly fellow— one not to be trusted. 

Hansbl, Handsbl, the first money received for &e sale of 
goods. The fish women and hucksters in Newcastle re^ 
gularly spit upon what they first receive in a morning to 
render it propitious and lucky — ^that it may draw more 
money to it. Su.-Got. handtoel^ merdmonii divenditi 
primitisB. V, Dire. Hansel is also the firtt use of any 
thing ; in which sense, however, I am inclined to believe it 
is general. . 
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Hansel-Monday, the first Monday in the New Year; 
when it is customary to make children and servants a pre- 
sent. 

Hantle, much, many. Sw. antal, number; or perhaps a 
handful. 

Hap, to cover up warmly, as in bed. Sax, heapean, to heap 
upon. 

Happen, perhaps, possibly. 

Happenny, a half-penny. — Happerth, half-penny worth. 

Happing, a coarse covering, a rug for a bed. Hap^harhty a 
coverlet for a servant, is a very old word. 

At the West-gate came 'Thornton in, 

With a hapt and a half-penny, and a lamb akin. 

This is an old saying in Newcastle, in allusion to the cele- 
brated Roger Thomton-^one of its most wealthy merchants 
and greatest benefactors — ^who, it is said, came there with 
only a halfpenny in his pocket, and an old happing on his « 
back. 

Ha]U>-cork, wheat or maslin. Probably fi*om being sown 
before winter. 

Hardleys, Hardlees, hardly. Universal among the vulgar. 

Hare, Harl, a mist or fog. F. Skinner, a sea harr. 

Harry, to rob, to plunder, to oppress. Sax. hergian. The 
word, in this sense, is by no means confined to Scotland, 
r. Todd's Johnson. It is common in Northumberland 
and iXirham, particularly as i4>plied to a bird nest ; and 
being used by Milton, ought to be considered as classical 
English. 

The Saxons with perpetual landings and invasions 
harried the South coast of Britain. 

Hut, 'Eng. B, a. 
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Harrtgaud, HarrtgAd, a blackguard sort of person. Ray 
says, a wild girl, but I think I never heard it l^pMed to a 
female. 

Harstone, Harstane, the hearth stone. 

Harumstarum, Harumscarum, wild, unsettled — ^running after, 
you know not what. Germ, herum-^ckar^ a wandering 
troop ; plural, scharen, vagabonds. 

Hash, a sloven, one who does not know how to act or be* 
have with propriety, a silly talkative person. It is also 
used in a difierent sense, though perhaps not local : 

Brave Prudhoe triumphant shall skim the wide mun, 

Thie hiuh of the Yankees he'll settle^ 
And. ages hereafter shall serve to proclaim, 

A Northumberland free o* NewcaaseL 

Sangj Ncrthumberiand^t free of Newcastd, 

Hask, coarse, harsh, rough, parched. Q. Lat. hitceref A 
Juuk wind is keen and parching. Hatk-Ups are parched 
lips. The word is also applied to the sense of feeling, 
when any thing from its touch i^pears unpleasantly dry 
or hard. Coarse worsted is hatk to the feeling. 

Hassock, a stool or cushion to kneel upon, formerly made of 
rushes. Sw. hwau a rush, and laeck a sack. There is a 
tract of land adjoining the Tyne^ near Dunston, called the 
Hassocks, which, it is probable, was once covoed with 
rushes of which hassocks were made. 

Hatter, to shake. ** Vm all battered to pieces.'' 

Haush, flat or marshy ground by the side of a river. LsL hagi^ 
agerpascuus. 

Haunch, Hainch, to throw ; as a stone from the hand, by 
jerking it against the haunch. 

Hausb, the neck. A very old word. Sax. hols. 
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Haver, Haiteb, o. to talk foolishly, to speak without thought* 
Isl. gifroj blatenure. 

Hater, or Hayver, i. oats. Dut. Aaiwr.*-HATER, or Hayvbr- 
MEAi^ oatmeak — Hayer, or Hayverf^ibJbad, laige> rounds 
thin oaten cakes, baked on a girdle. 

Hateril, Hoverii^ a fool, a half-wit. From Aoivr, haker, 
which see. ** Farfidy rediedout is that haoerU thereP'^ 

Hawk, to expectorate. Welsh, hochki to throw up phl^^. 
'* Hawking or spitting." Skak. 

Haws. See Cat-haws. 

Hay-kaking. When the grass is first cut, it is called a swede ; * 
when spread out, a tedd or teed; when dried ready for 
gathering, a whin^row or windrrow. It is next, particu- 
larly if the rain threaten, put into a small .quantity called 
a cock ; afterwards into a hyley consisting, perhaps, of two 
or three times as much as a cock; and finally into a fXke^ 
containing about half a ton ; in which state it remains 
until taken from the field to stack. This practice siay 
Yary a little in difi^ent districts. 

Haze, to drizzle, to be foggy. F. Ray.» 

Haze-gaze, wonder, astonishment. 

Hbald, to incline, to bend laterally. 

Heap, a wicker basket. Sax. Atp, species. 

Heap, a good many. ^ A heap of folks." 

Heajun, Harn, the name of coarse Imen cloth, about New- 
castle. 

Heerin, Herrin, Harrin, herring. " lE^resh-hemn — ^fi^sh- 
heerin: — ^foiir twopence caller herrin — ^four twopence 
caller herrin : — there's yor duddy's-legs — here's yor Dum- 
ber wethers— here's yor Januwary harrin." Cry m the 
Newcastle market, 

Heart-scad, any thing disagreeable or contrary to your ex- 
pectation or widies ; grieved. 
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Hbaetsoms, merry, cheerful, lively. 

HiATHKii, heath or ling.^** Heather buzzoms/* 

Hbatisoiib, dark, dull, drowsy. 

HxcK, a rack for cattle to feed in. Su.-Got. hatck. 

Hbck, a latch, the passage into a house. — Heck-door, the 
inner door — ^the door from the mell-doors into the kit* 
chen.— Half-hbck, a half, or lower part of a door. 

HscK-BBRRYy the bird cherry. Prunw padus. Sw. haegge" 
baer. 

Heck-board, a loose board at the beck part of a cart 

HsciCLE, to dress tow or flax. — Heckler, a tow or flax-dresser. 
Teut. hekeiaer. 

Heckle, Heckle-flee, an artificial fly for fishmg. 

Heft, a haunt. Su.-Got. haefda. 

Heifeb, a young cow until it has had a calf. 

Helm-wind, a singular phenomenon so called. Besides other 
places in Cumberland and Westmpriand, it rushes from an 
immense cloud that gathers round the summit of Cross- 
Fell^4i mountain encompassed with desolate and barren 
heights— covering it like a helmet. 

Helter-skelter, in great haste, disorderly. Skinner's deri- 
vation from Sax. heoUter tceado (unless we reject Dr. 
Johnson's translation and adopt that of Dr. Jamieson), 
seems to me far fetched ; and that given by Grose, though 
thought by Mr. Todd a better, is, in my mind, equally 
fandful. A friend suggests it may be from hie et aGier. 
The Crav. Gloss, refers to the Dutch. Well may etymo- 
logy, in cases like this, be pronounced— eruditio ad lil»tum. 

Hemmel, a shed or covering for cattle. Germ, heim, 

Hempy, mischievous — ^having the qualities likely to suffer by 
cat o'nine tails, or by the halter. Applied jocularly to 
giddy young people of both sexes. 



HICK 95 

Hen-fen, the dung of fowls. The country people sometimes 

use it in bouking linen. See Bouk. 
Hbn-scrattinos, small circular white clouds— said to indicate 

rain or wind. 
Herd, a keeper of cattle. Sax. hyrd, Isl. Mrdingi. . 
Hebonsew, Heronseugh, a heron. Not merely a young one 

as stated by Mr. Tyrwhitt. V, Skinner, herntuet, 

I wol not tellen of hir strange sewes, 
Ne of hir swannes, ne hir heronteteet. 

Chancer i Sgmeret Tak. 

Hbttbr, eager, earnest, keen. Perhaps from hot, 

Heuqk, hooky a crook or sickle. ** The quom (com) is ready 

for the heuck." Dut. hoek, 
Heuck-finoered, thievish. Perhaps only cant. 
Heudin, a piece of leather connecting the handstaff of a flail 

wi0i the swingle. 
Heugh, a dry deU, a ravine without water. 

Word went east, and word went west. 

And word is gone over the sea. 
That a Laidley worm in Spindleston-i/M^, • 

Would ruin the North country. 

The Laidley Worm. 

Heuph, Huph, a measure, something less than a peck. 

Hiccup-snickup, the hiccough. Snechup is used by Shak. 
and Beaum. and flet. A repetition of the following in- 
cantation is said to cjure this disagreeable convulsion. 

Hickup-snickup, stand up, straight up ; 
One drop, two drops-^good for the hiccup. 

Major Moor gives a different version of these lines. 
\ HicKLETY-piCKLETT, HiGGLEDT-piGGLEDY, intermixed, irregu- 
lar, in the utmost confusion. 
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Hide, to beat. "I'll hiide your jacket." - 

Right, called. An old word, used by Chaucer, Spenser, and 
others. 

Hike, to swing, to put in motion. A nui^e hikes her child 
> when' she tosses it up and down in her arms. The MkiTig 
of a boat. 

HiKEY, a swing. — Hiket-board, better represented in Bew- 
ick's tail piece- of two monkeys engaged in the sport. Qua- 
drupeds, p. 484, ed. 1820J than I can pretend to describe it. 

Hind, a servant or bailiff in husWidry. Sax. Mneman. 

Hind-berries, rasps. Sax. hindberian. Lye mi^tituislated 
this into fragum ; and the suggestion in Todd's John, of 
brambte-berrieSf is also erroneous. 

Hindeb^ends, refiise of corn — such as remains after it is win- 
nowed. 

' HiNNET, HiNNY, a faYOurite term of endearment. Probably a 
corruption o{ honey, or it may be fW>m Sax. Aitmi, domes- 
ticus. " Hinney dear ! what were ye sayin ?" * Was te 
speaking, hinney ?** ** Hinney, bairns, be quiet.'* 

Where best thou been, maw canny hinny $ 
An* where best te been, maw bonny bairn ? 

Song, Maw Canny Jihmy» 

HiNTCEY HOW ! an interjectional exclamation of surprize, ac- 
companied with gladness. 

Hip, to hitch or hop on one foot.^HiF-sTEP-ANiwuMP, a 
youthful gamboL^HiKCHY-piNCHY, something similar. 

HiPE, to rip or gore with the horns of cattle. 

HiPPiNGS, cloths for in&nts. To put the hips in. 

Hieing, a fair or market at which country servants are hired. 
Those, who ofier themselves, stand in a body in the market 
place, with a piece of stiraw or a green branch in their 
mouths to distinguish them. The engagement concluded. 
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the lasses bei^n to file o£P, and pace the streets in seardi 
of admiierB, while the hida» with eipially innocent dengnSy 
follow after. Having each picked up a sweetheart^ they 
retire to different ale-houses, where they ^lend the re- 
mainder of the day in a manner that appears highly indeli- 
cate and unpleasant to a spectator, unnocustomed to these 
rural amusements. 
HmpuB, HuKPLB, to halt, to walk lame, to creep. Su.-Got 

Hirst, Hubst, a woody bank, a place with trees. Sax. hursi. 

F. S^dman, Aurtta, and Kilian, hondd, konU IBrtt and 

Lmi^Mnt^ in Nortfaumberiand. 
Hnnr«Tmr, Horrr^^oirT, haughty, fl^ty. Fr.' hmuie Ute, 
HiTBS, water-blebs, an eruption in the skin. Stt.-Got. hoefwoy 

to rise up. 
HiMT PUKT, the court of Nisi Priua. 
Hob, the nde of a fire place. Also a down; contractedfivm 

Hob ob Kob. Much has been written concenung dus north- 
ern expresakm. iSSse Grose's Qass, Diet.; Brand's Pop. 
Ant; Todd'f John.; and Nares' Gloss. But is it any 
mom than • burlesque translation of fete i titef 
JEToifP* ia tiie Gcnnan w<^ for the head, and knob the 
ludicrous BqgMdi word-«lroni kmb^ a protuberance. 

HoBBU,a«BBpe^a8taC8ofperitodty. T&A.hMeletu 

RoBBUHPr-Bor, an uncdtiTated stripling, ^ neither man nor 
boy." Hoyden, with which this term b evidently con- 
nected, was formerly applied to any rude iU-bdiaved per- 
son of either sex. Children call a huge unmanageable top, 
aAoM^phAfly. 

HoBBLY, rough* uneven. ^ A hobbly road." 

HoBTHRuar, a local lapirit, ftmous for whimmcal pranks. In 

o 
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some {arm-houses a co(^ and bacoH are boiled on Fatten* t- 
eve (Shrove Tuesday) ; and if any person n^lect to eat 
heartily of this food, Hobthrust is sure to amuse himself 
. at night with cranuning him up to the mouth with higg^ 
chtff. According to Grose, he is supposed to haunt 
woods only— %£ro6 o fhurtt, 

HocKBY. See Boddart. 

HoFFy haughf to throw any thing under the thigh. 

Hog, a one year old sheep. ** Wether-hog — ewe>hog«" Norr 
man Fr. hogetz, 

HoGGERs, upper stockings without feet, like gaiters, - 

HoGH. Both a hill and a hollow. F. Johnson. 

Hole in ths Coat^ a blemish in character or conduct. *' Au^l 
get a h(Ae in yor coat.*' 

Holm, in Saxon generally signifies the sea or a deep water; 
but it is frequently used with an adjective to designate an 
insular situation. Dry groCinds nearly surrounded by the 
course of rivers, or dtuated in low plaoes by their edge, 
are often called Holms : — The holmt on Ullswater and 
Windermere. — JDutiholfn, a name of Durham. 

Holt, a peaked jiill covered with wood. Sax. kdt, hicus. 

HoLY-STONEs, holed^onety are hung over the heads Qj^ horses 
as a charm against diseases :— such as sweat in their stalls 
are supposed to be cured by the implication. I have also 
seen them suspended from the tester of a bed as well as 
placed behind the door of a dwelling-Jiouse, attached to' a 

, key — ^to prevent injury from witches. The stone, in all 
cases, must be found naturally holed — ^if it be made it has 
no. efficacy. See Adder-Stonss. 

Honour-bright ! Bet Watt ! a protestation of honour among 
the vidgar; originating with, and still retained in com- 
memoration of, a late well-known Newcastle worthy. 

Hook, a whore. Sax. hure^ meretrix. 
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Hop, V, to dance. Sax. koppan. Tait happen. Thk is the 
original sense. Though unnotioed by the great Lexico- 
grapher, it has not escaped his aUe editor, BIr. Todd.— - 
Hop, 1. a danca See Hoppbn, Hoppino; 

Hope, a small brook, or the valley through which a brook may 
run ; as Stanhope^ BoUihope, &c: Durham, 

Hoppbn, H6ppino, a oountiy wake or rural fSdr; several of 
which are hdd m the immediate neighbourhood of New- 
castle. 

To horse-race, &ir, «r hoppm go. 

There play our casts among the whipsters. 

Throw for the hammer, lowp fer slippers. 

And see the maids dance lor the ring. 

Or any other pleasant thing ; 

F*** for the pgg, lye for the whetstone, 

or chuse what nde to lay our betts on. 

Jooihttriotu DUooune beiween a Nbr^umberkmd Gen- 
tkman ami Mt TemuU^ a Seotehmmu 

HoppuB, or HofPLB, to de the 1^ together. 

Hornet, Hobnet-top, the end of a cow's horn made like a 
top for boys to play with. 

HoRNpr, or Hobmet*wat, an nntruth, a hoax. ''By the 
homey mj,** 

Horsb-coupbr. See Coup, Cowp. 

HoRSB-«ODifOTHER, a lai^ masculine wench. 

Horse-shoes, the game of coits, or quoits. 

Hot, a sort of square basket formerly used for ^king manure 
into fidds of steep ascent. The bottom opened by two 
wooden pins to let out the contents. I have heard old 
people say, that between the confines of Yorkshire and 
Westmoriand, it was common for the men to occupy them- 
selves in knitting, whfle the women ^rere engaged in the 
servile employment of carrying these hots on thdr badLs. 



100 HOTP 

Hoi^PoT. wmned ale with tpvit in it. 

HovoBBB, the public wlo|»per of crimiiials, the executioner of 
Mmti in Ntwemtlh, He ii etill • rtgakar q/ieer of the 
town, with n jmAy aabry; and it nid to have obtained 
thb name flom a power he had Ibnnerly of cutting the 
houghs, or vatfaer the rinewi of die hoiigha» of swine that 
were foond infc et ing the etreeta. In the Gk>es. to Doug- 
hs's Vmij^ to hoekt from 8oz. JM» is rendered ** soi&iipnes 
sucddere^" to hamstriqg. 

HowDON-PAN^ANT, an awkward fiJI, an orertum. — Howoon* 
PAM-CANTBB, a slow un^raocliil canter. 

Hour ! HoumAW AT ! an eiclamation of disbelief or difli^)pro- 
bation. Pbhaw ! 

HowDT, HowDT-wira, a midwifii Brand sneers at the de- 
rivation fiom ** How ^ ye — midwives beiqg great goss- 
ipers,** but I diink that whidi he supplies is &r mcHie ridi* 
culous. I have not been fortunate enou|^ to discover any 
original to my own satislacdon, but I may periiaps be per- 
mitted to observe^ in defence of what has been so much 
ridiculed, that ** How d' ye,'* is a natural enoi^ salutBtioa 
to a sick woman from the midwife ; who, by the way, is 
called in German dk wehmuHer, or the ok dear wither. 
As it is 'with antiquaries, so I fear with etymologists— 
andeni woman, ''whether in or out of breeches,'' will 
occasionally betray themsdves. 

HowK, to dig, to scoop. 8o.-Got. Uka, cavare. 

HowL^ a hollow or low plaee. ''Wherever there's a hill 
there's sure to be a howl." Sai. M, ladbulnmw— How£^ 
KFTK, a vidgar name for the belly. 

Howurr, Jknnt-howlbt, the common or tawny owL Fr. 
hidotie. Also a term of iieproach. 

Adder's fork, and blind worm's sting, 
lazsnl's kg, and hotMU wmg^^^halu Macbeth. 
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HowsoHiwsB, HowsoHNi VY ERy howeTor. . ^ . r. 

How'wAY, come itway ; a term of aolidtation very con)mon in 

Newcastle. 
Hot, to heave or throw, as a stone. 
HoTT, an awkward ill-bred youth. 
Hubby-shew, Hcbbt-shoo^ a disturbance, a noise, a state of 

confusion. Teut. kobbelen, inglomerare; icksme, specta- 

culum. , 
Hud, the side of the fire place within the chimney. Pans not 

in u)Be are placed on the ** hud xton^." 
HuDDicK^ HuDDOCK, the cabin of a keel of coal barge. Dut. 

hut. 

Twas between Hebbfon and Jarrow, 
There cam on a varzy stnmg gale. 
The skipper luick^d out o' th' AttifiocAr, 
Crying, 'smash, man, lower the sail I 

Song, The Little Pee, Dee. 

Huddle, to gather together, to embrace. Germ, hudeln. 
HuFP, t. to ofibnd. " She's easily At^(/."^HuFP, i. offence. 

•* He's in the huff." 
Hug, to carry, especially if difficult. ** Had and hu^t away." 
HuGOERMUOGERiNO, doing any thing in a confused, clandestine, 

or unfair manner. F. Todd*s John, and Nares' Gloss. 
Hulk, a lazy, clumsy fdlow. Shak. has ^ the huUc Sir John." 

— '^ You idle lazy pay-wfe hvXkr — Newc, 
HuiX) a place in which fowls, &c. are confined for the purpose 

offiittening. 
Humble. To humble barley, to break off the beard or awns. 

SH.-Got. handa^ to mutilate. Allied to this, is a hummel' 

led<f)Wy a cow \nthout horns. 
Hunkered, elbowed, crooked. " This wheat is sadly hunker- 

e<L" 
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Hunkers, haunches. This word seems used by the Northum- 
brian Tulgar only in the sense o£tUHng on the hunkers, 
that is, with the hams resting on the back part of the an- 
kks, the heds generally being raised from the ground. — 
Smk 18 tlie position of a woman milking a cow, which in 
Durham is called hencowr fiishion, probably from hen and 
cower, to sit on eggs— from the position of a brooding hen. 
A friend x>f mine connected ¥^th a colliery, where a child 
had been injured, enquiring of the father how the accident 
happened, received the following answer, which I am in- 
duced to give as a specimen of Pit language : — ** It was 
Men on ii$ hunkers howking glinters fra mang the het ass, 
when the lowe teuck its claes, and brant it to the varry 
a*se,*' i. e. it was sitting on its haunches digging vitrified 
shining scoria from among the hot ashes, when the flame 
took its clothes, and burnt it to the very buttocks. 

HuNT-^HB>HARB, a game among children — played on the ice 
as well as in the fields. 

HuBTBR, the shoulder of the axle against which the n^ve of 
the wheel knocks, Fr. heurter, to knock. \ 

HcjRTLB, to contract the body into a round form, as through 
pain, severe cold, &c. 

HusB, Haustb, a short cough, a hoarseness. Sax. hwosta, 
tussis. 

HirrcH, a chest The Town's Hutch, in the Guildhall of 
Newcastle, is a fine old chest, on which the chamberlains 
transact thdr business. Fr. huche. 

Why dost thou conveise with that trunk of humours, 
that bolting'^tiicA of beastliness, that swollen 
parcel of dropsies, that huge bombard of sack. 

Shak, L Hen, IV, 
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HuTHERiKiN-LAD, a ragged youth — a sort of Hobblety-hot, 

which see, 
Huz, Uz, we as well as tu. Very common. 
HVEL, Hale, whole. Isl. heiU, Su.-Got. hel, totus. 

I- 

IcE-sHOGGLE, an icicle. Sax. ice-iceL Dut. yskegeL Mr. 
Todd has admitted ichlcy on the authority of 'Grose. 

Fpakins, in faith— a frequent asseveration. Sh^k. uses r/otM, 

in the Merry "Wives of "Windsor. 
Ill, V, to reproach, to speak %U. — Ill-willed, a. malevolent, 
ill-natured. Isl. UlvUie, malevolentia. 

Incung, Inkung, a desire, an imperfect hint or intimation- 
written by Mrs. Hutchinson (Memoirs, 4to. p. 3i57) inclin. 
Etymologists have diflfered as to the derivation of this word. 
It may be from Fr. un cUn (d'oeil) a wink, if not from Sui- 
Got. winckOf connivere. 

Income, any swelling or other bodily infirmity, not apparently 
proceeding from aiiy external cause— or which has formed 
unexpectedly. Ancome, in the same sense, is an old word. 

Indifferent, tolerably, in pretty good hedth. 

Ing, a meadow. The word, however, seems to be chiefly ap- 
plied to moist ground, or such as is subject to occasional 
overflowings. It also often 'occurs in the names o£ places. 
Common to the Sax. Dan. and other languages. 

Ingle, a fire, or flame. Gael, mngeal, V, Todd's John. 

Inkle, an inferior kind of tape. ^ Beggars inkle.'' 

Insensb, to understand; to have aerue infused into the mind. 
r. I^ares* Gloss. 

Intack, an indosure. A part taken tn fi'om a common. 
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Is, the third person singular of to be, is ahnost constantly us^ 
among the vulgar for the first and second persons. '' Is 
sure, thou ii" — am sure, thou art. 

IscA ! bcA ! or Ibka I Iska ! a Northumbrian shepherd's 
call to his dog. Sc. uk, itkie. Mr. Lambe, in his Notes 
on Flodden Field, p. 66, fimcifully observes, that this term 
is evidently an abbreviation of Lycttca, the name of the 
Roman ahepherd's dog. 

I muitum latrante Lycitca.^m,Vlrg,.SeL 3. 

Withpcater verishnilitude it has been said, that it is from 
Fr. icy, hither; the word used in France for the same 
purpose. Dr. Jamieson, however, remarks that Teut. aes, 
aeskeUf and Gterm. ets, signify a dog. 

Iv, in.-*IiiTir, into. Very general. 

IzsABD, the letter Z. 

J. 

Jabbbr, garrulity. Ftom the verb, which is very old. 

Jack, a young male pike, under a foot in length. 

Jackaibqs, Jookblbqs, a large clasped knife. Generally con- 
sidered to have obtuned this name from Jacqttet de lAege, 
a famous Flemish cutler. 

Jacdt, En^Ml gin, of wlucfa some of the ^ good folks** in 
Newcastle partake rather freely. 

jACKiouaALLOWAT, a pouy idth a peculiar saddle for carrying 
lead, &C. Jag, is a Scotch word fyrJoB; and Moor has 
jag, • waggon load. 

Jaistebino, swaggering. It is common to caD a person of an 
airy manner, ** a jaistering fellow*'—^ a jaistering jade.** 

Jami v. to squeeze into ; to render firm by treading. 



I 



JEWB 105 

Jam, Jaum, «. jamb. 

Jannock, leavened oat bread. See Bannook. 

Jarbi^ to .wet, to bedew ; as by walking in long graas after 
dew or rain. 

Jar-woman, an occasional, assistant in the kitchcoHHi sort of 
char-woman. Called also a H£ifiH-Hd1v, from a Aotorions 
propensity to all kinds of low gossip^ 

Jasey, Jazey, a worsted wig. A very old-fashioned article, 
still worn by some octogenarians, 

Jaunis, Jacnus, the jaundice. Fr. jaunme, 

Jaup, v. to move liquid irregularly. ** The water yteaatjMipmg 
in the skeel." Also to chip or break by a gentle, tboogb 
sudden blow. It is customary at £aster, when jwMteMtggs 
are in vogue, to jaup two of them^ by hitting the ends to- 
gether. '' Aw* U jaup owMf body narrow enders^^ He whose 
egg does not break is entitled, to have the other. 

Jaup, s, the sound of water agitated in a narrow or irregular 
vessel. Isl. gialfur^ a hissing or roaring wave. 

Jaw, noisy speech, coarse raillery. ** Had yor jau^*'^bc\d 
your tongue. 

Jee, Jye, wry, crooked. ** Jee-wye^ Sv. gaa^ to tiinx 
round. 

Jebps, a severe beating^i-« sound thrashmg. 

Jenk, to jaunt, to ramble. From jtmAfl, to test secretly. 

Jbwbl^ an ei^Nression of affeetion-**-faBEiiliBr n^j^d. Fr. $Mn 
joje, my darling, maw jewd i 

It^jetfdt of our fiidier, witb wash'd eyes 
CMMia kaves ynfo^-'^^Shok. Xing Leaf. 

With amorous looks, he calls hetjeweh 
And saidr^How can you be so cruel ? 

The Cc^UerU Wedding. 
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Jnum, or Ontm, ** the parts of » goose whidi are cut off 
before ituroMted," Todd's John. But it is the inside as 
well. (Md* Fr. gMen, In Newcastle they call what is 
taken from one goose, a pair oijibleti. At Chiisfinas, 
hardly any person, however poor, is without ujibletpie, 

JiFPT. " Iv ajify* — in a moment, in an instant. 

JiOGBE, an airy swi^gering person. ** A comical jigger.*' Per- 
haps, originally, one (fisposed or suitable to tijig, 

Jm, Jnonr, s. James. 

Jm, Jnonr, Jimp, a. slender, neat, elegant Q. Su.-Got. 
ikampif 

JmmOL, a small hinge for a closet door or desk. See an expla- 
nation cijmmen^ with which the gwtsuirring is thought 
to be connected, in Brand's Pop. Ant. vol. iL p. 27, Also 
Nares' Gloss, fmrnat^ and Moor^jimmert, 

Jin, JoniY, Jminnr, Jane. 

Jm OUB-CAP, shake cap. Much practised among the young pit- 
men and keelmen. 

JiNKBBs, BT JiNKERS, a sort of demi-osth. A variation of 
jingo, 

JiifNT-sPOiNBR,or LoNa^^JBOG^D-TTALTim, a very long slender- 
legged spider or fly. 

JiNNT-sPiNNSR, a play-thing among children. See a long list 
of juvenile gam^, many of which are common in the Korth, 
in Suff. Words, move aU, 

Jobation, Jubation, a lecture or reprimand 

Jock and Jock's-man, a juvenile sport, in which the follower 
is to repeat all the pranks the leader can perform. 

Joggle, to shake, to totter, to cause to totter. Teut. sckocke^ 
len, vadllare. 

Jog-trot, an inactive, or any peculiar line of conduct, pertina- 
ciously adhered to. Peiiiaps adopted from ^e jog-trot pace 
oC the Northumbrian farmers. 
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Jollification, a scene of festivity, or merriment. " A regular 

jollification." 
Jou^Y, stout, laige in person. ** A jolly landlady." Also 

hearty, jovial. « AjoUy feUow." 
JooKiNGS, com beat out of the sheaf in throwing off the stack ; 

often a perquisite to those who assist in carrying the 

sheaves into the bam. 
Jorum, a pot or jug. Chaucer hsajordane^ and Shakspeare 

jotden. 

The horrible crew. 

That Hercules slew. 
Were Poverty — ^alumny^Trouble— and Fear : 

Such a club would you borrow. 

To drive away sorrow. 
Apply for Vi jorum of Newcastle beer. 

Song, NeweaOk Beer. 

JosBFB^ a riding coat or habit, with buttons in fi:ont ; worn by 
ancieni damea— not hlue-Hookingt. 

JouKBBT-PAVKERBT, any sort of underhand trick or dexterous 
arlifioe; l^gerdemauiK 

'Jowl, v, to knock, or rather to give a sigmd by knocking. 

Jowl, «. the head. ^ Chesk by jowl" — close together. 

Jowl ^ Salmon, the head and shoulders. If split it is called a 
nngiejowi. 

JuMBLBMENT, ooiifusion. From the verb. 

Jumps, a kind of easy stays. Fr. Juppe. 

JcTMP-wiTB, JuMP-iN-wiTH, to meet with accidentally, to coin- 
cide. Jump occurs several times in Shakspeare ; mean- 
hig in some places to agree with, in others to venture at, or 
hazard. In one place it appears to be intended for just. 
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Kam ! ft commoQ uitar|eodofud expreBaion «f dubdief, con- 
tempt, or ftbhorrence. — Nemc, I can only refer to the lan- 
guage cfJ Mc k ^ m for ite etymol^^. 

Jack Awe, k t m ki g and fluttering about the neete, set 
all their joung onei a-gaping ; but having bo- 
thing in their OMiuthe but air, leaye them ae 
hungry aa before— -Xoefo. 

Kail, Kali, cabbi^ greena ; also broth or pottage. — Norths 
lal. kiU* Dan. kaoL Wekh, cmuL— Kail-pot, a large 
metal pot for culinary pufpoaea. ** As black as a kali-pot." 

Kaisn, a heap of stones, a rude monument-^^Spe Cairn. 

We the adjacent mountains all duicem, 
"With each bis head adorned with a kaim, 

Cheviot^ a Poem^p, 5. 

KAMSTAmT, mad. Pethapa the same as Sc. eamsUrw, etm^ 
tairitt froward, perverse, unmanageable; whidi Dr. Jam. 
derives from Germ, kamp^ and ti^nigy sdlT) or it may be 
a sort of pleonasm, from cam^ which in Gael, is i^^died to 
any thing crooked or awry, and stary, Hmrmg, wildJooking. 

Karl-cat, a male cat. Dut. ka^ei^ a follow. 

Kbewb, to fill. Hence Kbdob-beixt, a huge protuberant body, 
a glutton. 

Kee, Kee-side, emphaHcaUy the Newcastle Quay, exteii^ng 
from Tyne Bridge to the eg:id of Sandgate. 

Fareweel Tyne Brig and cannie Kee^ 
Where aw've seen monny a shangey. 

Blind WOky, Captain Stafkey, teew 
Bold Archy and great Hangey. 

GiU^ritti Voyage to Lunnin. 
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Kebk^ to peep, to look mih a prying eye, to view. Su.*Got. 

keka, Dut. kyken. 
Keel, to cool, to render cool. Sax. c€Blan^ algere. Sir Thos. 

Hanmer — at best but a sorry expounder of our immortal 

bard — ^in attempting an explanation of 

While greasy Joan doth keel the pot, 

ShOc IdroeU habomi^i hott. 

strangely says, ^ to drink so deep^ as to turn up the bot- 
tom of the pot, like turmng up the keel of a ship !** Ma- 
jor Moor is equally at &ult :— he thinks ** securing the 
pot with its bottom inclined conveniently for that opera- 
tion ; qr keeling it in the position of a ship rolling so as 
to abnost show her keel out of the waters V. Suff. Words, 
killer or keeler. The expression ** keel the pot," really 
means neither more nor less than to render it cool ; that 
is, to take out a small quantity of the broth, &c. and then 
to fill up the pot with cold water ; a common practice in 
Northumberland. The word, however, as shewn by the 
examples from Gower and Chaucer, quoted by Mr. Todd, 
is not confined to the kitchen. 

Keel, Red-Keel, ruddle, decomposed iron used for marking 
sheep, &c. Gael. cU, Vr, chaille, ^Jamieson. ' 

Keels, the vessds or barges in which coals are carried from 
the cotRery-stcMs to the ships, in the Tyne and Wear. 
Keel is a very ancient name of Saxon ori^n for a ship or 
vessel — ceol, navis. On the first arrival of the Saxons 
they came over in three large ships, styled by themsdves, 
as Verstegan informs us, keeles. In the Chartulary of 
Tynemouth Monastery, the servants of the Prior who 
wrought in the barges (IS78), are called kelersy an appella^ 
tion plainly synonimous with the present keelmen. 
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Keel-Bullies, keelmen, the crew of the keel->the partners 

or brothers. See Bully. 
Kbel-Deeters, the wives and daugjbters of the keeknen, who 
sweep the keels, having the sweepmgs of the small coals 
for their pains. To deet, in northern language, means to 
wipe or make clean. 
Keelage, keel dues in port . This word is in Todd's John,^ 

but in too limited a sense. 
Keen. The hands are said to be keened with the frost, when 
the skin is broken or cracked, and a sore induced. . JHAe, 
explained by Johnson, ** an ulcerated chilblain, a chap in 
the heel caused by the cold," occurs several times in 
Shakspeare. 
Keep-the-pot-boiuno, a common expression among young 
people, when they are anxious to carry on their gambols 
with spirit. 
Kelds, the still parts of a river which have an oily smooth- 
ness while the rest of the water is ruffled. I have only 
heard this word on the Tyne, and confined to the mean- 
ing here given ; but I am informed that in Westmorland 
and Cumberland old wells are also denominated kelds^ 
and that thek« is a place in the parish of Shap called Keld, 
from a fine spring in it*-aIso Gtinnerkeld, Isl. kelda, palus. 
Since this was written I find keld, a well, in Crav. Gloss. 
Kelk, v. to beat heartily. — Kelk, Kelkeb, s, a severe blow. 
Kelps, iron hooks from which boilers are hung. 
Kelter, fitune, order, condition. V, Todd's John. It also 

means money, cash. Germ. geUL 
Kemp, to strive against each other in ref^nng com. Sax. 
4*aimimm, militare. Teut. kampen, dimicare,—- KBia>EBS, 
the competitors. According to Verstcigan, the word is of 
noble descent. V. Best. Decayed IntelL 8vo. p. £33. 
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Kemps, hairs among wool, coarse fibres. 

Ken, to know, to be acquainted with. Su.-Got. kaenna. 

Sax. cetman. Dut. kennen, ^ Aw kent him weeP* — I 

Ipiew him well. 

Tis he, I km the manner of his gait. 

Shak. Troibu and Creuida. 

Kbnnen, Kenning, a measure of two pecks. 

Kbnspecked,Kenspacked, Kenspeckled,Kenspacklei>, con- 
spicuous, marked so as to be easily recogni2ed or kenned* 
V, Skin, and Jam. 

Kep, to catch, to receive any thing in the act of falling. Sax. 
cepan, Teut. keppen, captare, 

Kbppt-Ball, hand-ball. In former tunes it was customary, 
every year at Easter and Whitsuntide, for the mayor^ al- 
dermen, and sheriff of Newcastle, attended by the bur- 
gesses, to go in state to a place called the Forth — a sort 
of mall— to countenance, if not to join in the play oikepp^ 
baUy and other sports. The Etprit de corps is gone, though 
the diversion is still in part kept up by the young people 
of the town ; but it would of course, in these altered times, 
be considered highly indecorous to " unbend the brow of 
authority^ on such an occasion. Puerile, however, as it 
may seem, there was a time— if we may credit Belithus, 
an ancient ritualist — ^when the bishops, and even arch- 
bishops, of some churchet, used to play at haad-baU with 
the inferior clergy. — Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur 
inillis. 

Kern, v. to chum. Sax. eeman. Tent kemen. 

Keen, s. a churn. Teut. kerne. Also a hand-mill for grinds 
ing com, from Teut queme ; perhaps the pght mode oC 
spelling the word in this sense. 
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Kern-Baby, an image dressed up'whh corn at a hanrest home. 

Something similar to the maiden descr3)ed by Jam. See 

BKeu^Doll. 
Kern, Korn, or Kurn-Milk, butter-milk. Teat, kem-^neich, 

** Will you hev onny kern-milk,"-^iV<?fM?ai<^ cty; nearly 

extinct. 
Kersen, to christen. Dut. kerstenen. 

Pish, one goodman Caesar, a pump maker, 
KerterCd him. — Beaunu ^ Flet, Wit at sev. Weap. 

Kersmas, Crissenmas, Christmas. 

Kbsh, Kex, the hollow stem, of an umbelliferous plant. Kyjf, 

a hemlock, occurs in Peirs Ploughman* 
Kesup, Keslop, the calfs stomach salted and dried for rei^ 

net. Sax. ceseUb, coagulum. Germ, katelab, .rennet. 

Kase is cheese, and laben is to help, strengthen or quicken. 

See Yernino. " Kittle yor kedop^^ — a Newcastle trope 

for a chastisement. '' Warm yor ketlop"^^ metaphor for 

a hot-pot. 
Ket, carriou^ any sort of filth. Su.-Got. itoe//.-^KsTTY, 

filthy, dirty, worthless. " A ketty fellow." 
Kevel, a large hammer for quarrying stones. 
Kick, the top of the fashion-^-quite the go. Q. Isl. k<skr, ges- 

tus indecorus ? '' Jack-the'kick'^ — a fellow just the thing. 
Kidney, cyspoation, principles, humour. 

A man of my kidnetf. 

Shak. Mtr. Wwet of WMsor, 

Talk no more of brave Nelson, or gallant Sir Sidney, 
'Tis granted they're tars of a true Brit^ kidnty, 

9hDgf Newooitk BeOmam, 

Kidney-Tatie, a long kind of potatoe, much cultivated in the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle. 
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KiLLiGoup, a summerset. Probably from Fr. ctd-eHxip^ tail 
to head— head over heels. ** Eh ! what a killicou|> the 
.. preest has getten out o'is wee Int gig-'ihing there !" 

KiLL-pRiESTy a jocular name for port wine— from which a 
very irreverent inierenoe is drawn. But» as 3hakspeare 
says, 

Come, come, good wine is a good familiar creature, 
if it be well used ; exclaim no more against it. 

OthOto, 

Kilt, to truss up the clothes — ^to make them like the Scotch 

kilt, Dan. kilte-op. 
Kind, intimate — not kind, at enmity. See Thick. 
KiNo's-cusHiON, a sort of seat made by two persons crossing 

their hands, on whic^i to place a third. 
Kink, v, to laugh immoderately, to labour for breath as in the 

hooping coug^. Teut. kichen, kincken, difficulter spirare. 

-^KiNK, «._a violent or convulsive fit of laughter or oougjb*. 

ing, especially when the breath is stopped. See Kin- 

COUGtt. 

KiN-couGH, KiNK-couGH, Ckkig-ceugh^ or King-cougky tfaehoop- 
ing-cough. Sax. eincung, cadunnatto. Teut kmck-hoeit, 
asthma. The ignorant and the superstitious have va- 
rious fooleries, for curing or alleviating this eindemic dis* 
orders-such as eating a numte^j^f or hang^g a roasted 
nunue round the neck — dipping the persons aflected nine 
times in an open grave, or putting them nine times under 
a pie4taid hor8e--bread baked on a Good Eriday before 
sun-rise*— and periiaps others that may have escaped my 
recollection. 

Kirk, a church. An old Eng. word from Sax. cyrce, still re- 
tained in Northumberland.— Kirk-Garth, the church 
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ywd.~KniB.MAtTBR» » church wirden. Teut. keri- 

wmnter.^KittK-^otx, the congrcgntioii. 
KuT» ft chest. Common to Sox. Su.-Oot Germ. Dut. and 

Welsh. 
K188B8, smftll confectionB or sugar plums. Perhaps the same 

•8 Shakspeare's kUs$tig<omJSi9. See Merry Wives of 

Wmdsor» Act 6» Sc 5. 
Krr» properly a covered milking pail with two handles, but 

often applied to a small pail of any sort. Also a wooden 

vessel in which pickled salmon are sent to London. Like- 
wise the stool on which a cobbler works. 
Krr, a set or company, generally in a contemptuous light. 

^ The whole kit.** Applied sometimes to things as well 

as to persons. 
KiTcmN Physic, substantial fiire — good living— opprobrium 

medicorum. 

Throw physic to the dogs, 1*11 none of it 

Shak. Macbeth. 

• 

In jest ; no otifence in the world. 

S^ah, Hamktl 

Kite, the belly. Allied to Bfioc-Got. qmd^ and Su.*Got. 
qwed^ venter. Bag'Ute and podJeite, are ludicrously ap- 
plied to persons with larger capackiet than common. 
** Running to kite^' — becomingcorpulent. 

Kith, acquaintance. Sax. eythe. Not obs(^ete as stated 
in Todd's John. Kith and khy friends and relations. 

Kittle, v. to tickle, to enliven. Sax. cUeiaUy titUlare. Dut. 
kitteien, Teut. kktelen. 

Kittle, v, to bring forth kittens. A very old word, written 
in Palsgrave, kytteU. V. L'eclaircissement de la Lang. 
Fran^. 
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Kittle, a. ticklish, difficult. '' kittle wark^ 

<* O monjr a time, my l(»d,** he said, 
Fve stowQ a kiss frae a sleeping wench ; 

But £ir you 1*11 do as kUtie a deed. 

For 1*11 steal an auld lurdane aff the bench. 

Chriitie\ WiU. 
In witty songs and verses kittlct 

Who can compare with Thomas Whittle P 

Henry Robion. 

This word has other meanings ; as kittle uieaMer— change- 
able weather ; a kittle question — such as it is inconvenient 
or impolitic to answer ; a kittle horses-one unsafe or not 
easily managed. 

KiTTUNO, a kitten. An ancient word. Palsgrave, kytlynge. 
Prompt. Parv. Cler. kytUnge, cateUus. JuliiEma Barnes 
has kendel of cats, a litter of cats. 

KiTT, Kitty, a diminutive of Christopher, as weU as of Ca- 
therine. 

KiTTT, the house of correction. Newcastle. Su.-<jot. katta, 
includere. Grerm. ketten, to fetter. 

KrrrY-CAT, a puerile game^ described by Moor. V. Suff. 
Words, kU-cat. Strutt mentions « game, which used to 
be played in the North, called tip cat, or more properly cat, 
V, Sports and Pastimes, p. 86. 

KiTTT-wBBN, or JsNNY-wREN, the wien — ^the routed consort 
of the robin-red breast. 

** The robin and the wren 
** Axe God's cock and hen.*' 

KizoNED, or KizzENSD, parched or dried. Children are said 
to be so, when, from a weakness or pampered appetite^ 
they loathe their food. ** Kizen'd m^'— ineat too much 
roasted. Q. Isl. gisna, hiascere ? 
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KucK*HooKs, laige hooki for catching salmon in the day 

time. v. Crav. Oloas, 
Knack, to speak aifectedly, to ape a style beyond the speaker's 

education. — KNACxrr, Nackit, one quick at rqwrtee, a 

clever child. 
Rnack-anikiuttlb, a quick and noisy mode of daadng with 

the \iedi. 

He Jumps, and his heels knack and rattle. 

At turns of the music so sweet ; 
He mak^ such a thundering brattle* 

The floor seems airaid of his feet 

The CoUkri Pay Week, 

Knack-knbs'd, in-kneed — knees that knack or strike against 
each other in walking. 

Knagos, pointed rocks, or rugged tops of hills.' F. Ihre» 
knaggUg. . . 

Khaggt, testy, ill-humoured, waspish. 

Knaw, v. to know. ** Aw knaw" — I know. See Know. ^* 

Kniflx, to steal, to pilfer. Q. Celt, cneifio, to shear.' * 

KNociUNO-TRou6H,-a couical trough in which the rinid is 6bat 
off barley with a mallet. t J 

Knoll, Knowl, Knowe, the top of a hill, a btffe rouifbed 
hillock. Sax. cnolie. Teut. knoile* ^ ^ 

Know. ** You know^ you knaw." — ^ D*ye ken-«-Fll tfelPyou 
now'*— ** what's my opinion to think — I afamot'Wj^ — 1 
dinna ken." — " what does he say, good man P-— where hez 
he been, good man f*' — Here good man is not the case of 
calling, but is put in opposition to he. This iiti mdde of 
expression peculiar to the North. .' < 

Knarl, a hunch-backed or dwarfish man. Oltf^lBng. ^urle^ 
a knot.' ^ i 
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KuN, Ci7N. '' I cun you no thanks" — I do not acknowledge 

myself obliged to you, Dur. Is it from Grerm. konnen, 

to know, as savoir gre, in French ? 
Kuss, to kiss. Welsh cusan, 
Kye, plural of cows, kine. Sax. cy^ vacca. 
Kyloe, a small Scotch breed of cattle, said to be from htflcy a 

Gaelic word for a ferry— over which they are transported. 

But may it not be from G^rm. kuk^iein, a small cow ? 



Labbering, struggling in water, as a fish when caught. Jo- 
cosely applied to a great legalluminajy,yfho unfortunately 
slipped into the watery element a few years ago. 

** Aw was teiten the keel, wi' Dick Stavers an' Mat, 

An* the Mansion-house Stairs we were just alangside. 
When we aw three see*d sumthing, but didn't ken what. 

That was splashing and labbering aboot ith the tide." 
" It's a flucker !" ki Dick ; «« No," ki Mat, " its owre big. 

It luick'd mair like a skyat when aw first see'd it rise :'^ 
Kiv aw — ^fi>r awd getten a gi\ff'o' the w^— 

Odds mercy ! Wye, marrows, becrike it's Lord ^Size. 

Song, My Lord ^Size» 

Lace, to beat or flog. '* I'll lace your jacket." — Lacing^ la 
beating. ** Av^l gie ye a good lacing just now." 

Laced, mixed with spirits, as tea or cofifee, to which some 
*^ ancient dames" are partial. 

Lackits, small sums of money — any odd things. . 

Lad, a boy ; ori^nally a man, from Sax. leode, people. Lang»- 
land — ^the reputed author of the Visions of Peirs Ploqgh- 
maiv— one of our earliest writers, uses ladde^ in its primi- 
tive sense ; from which no doubt proceeded lasse, lass. — 
In Scotland, I have heard a person 50 years old, called & 
lad — ^but he was in a ^tate of ^ng^ blessedness^ 
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Lad, Laddie, a lover, a sweetheart. ^ That's maw lad, izint 
he a- bonny fellow." 

May aw the press-gang perish, 
Each lass her laddie cherish, 
Lang may the Coal Trade flourish. 

Upon the dingy Tyne. 

Song, 7^ K^a Bam. 

Lapter; Lawter, as many eggs as a hen will lay before she 
incubates. Teut. legh-ti/d, tempus quo gallinse ova pariunt. 
Laggins, staves. V, Ihre. lagg. 
Laidly, Laidley, ugly, loathsome, foul. Sax. laUhUc. 

** I will her liken to a laidley worm.** 

Lainch, a long stride. '* What a lainch he has." 

Lair, mire, dirt. To be laired, to stick in the mire. Isl. leir. 
Su.-Got. ler. 

Laird, ^ the lord of a manor in the Scottish dialect.*'—- Dr. 
John. This is its old meaning; but it is now a common 
name in Northumberland and Cumberland for a proprietor 
of land, without any relation to Inanorial ri^ts. ** He 
rides like a Bambro'shire laird^^^ne spur, and a stick in 
his opposite hand." 

Lake, v. to play. Sax. lacan, ludere. M<£.-Got. knkan, exul- 
tare. Peirs Ploughman, layke. — Lakimg, t, a play-thing. 

Lake-wake, Late-wake, the watching of a corpse previous to 
interment. Sax. lie, a body, and tvacian, to watch. V, 
Jam. lyk'Ufoik. 

Lam, Lamb, to beat soundly. ^ Aw*l lamb yor hideJ' 

** Lamb thenu lads; lamb them !**— a cant phraseof the 
time, derived from the &te of Dr. Lambe, an 
astrologer and quack, who was knocked on the 
head by the rabble in Charles the First*s time. 
Peveril ofOte Peak, vol iv. p, 162. 
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The great 4fnoiim unknown trips a little here. The word 
is used in two or three of the plays of Beaumont and Flet- 
cher, written before the conjuring Doctor's catastrophe, 
whicl^ did not happen until 162S, Besides, the derivatidii 
seems obviously from Isl. lem, verfoerare, or Teut. lompen, 
infligere. 

Lam-paY, to correct ; principally applied tb children. 

Lau, or Lamb, and its diminutive Lammie, favourite terms of 
endearment. '* Maw bonny lam,^* *' maw canny lammie,' 

Lameter, LamIter, a cripple. '' He'll be a lameter for life.' 

Lang, long. — Lang, Lamgsome, tedious, tiresome. Sax. lang' 
mm, — Langsomness, tediousness. 

Lang-length» the whole length. ** He fell down aw his long 
length:' 

Lamg-saddlb, or Settle, a long wooden seat, with a back and 
arms, usuaUy placed in the chimney corner in countiy 
houses. 

Langstme, long since. Sax. longe siththan, diu exinde. See 
Avld-lang-syne. 

Lant, the game of loo.— Lantered, looed.^-LANTBRs, the 
players. 

Lap, preterite of leq). See Loup. 

Lap-up, to give up, to relinquish. 

Lapstone, a co|[)bler's stone, on which he hammers his leather. 

Lare, learning, scholarship. Pure Saxon. — Labe-father, 
instructor. 

Lasche, cold and moist — not actually rain. V,' Moor, kuh or 

lashy, 
Lashigillavbry, Lusheygilavey, plenty of meat and drink ; 

a superfluity. Probably from lavish. 
Last, a measure of com— 80 bushels. Sax. hkest, Su^-Got. 
laest. 
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Lastenbst, most lasting. 

Lat, a lath. Sax. latta. Dut. lot, Fr. kttte, — Lat and 
Plaster, an ironical phrase for a tall and slender person 
— at thin as a /ia/.— Lat-riyer or Riyb-sr, annaker of 
laths. 

Latch, v, to catch, to lay hold of. Sax. /<?ccan,prehendere. 

When that he Galathe besought 
Of love, which he might not lache, 

Gower^ de Ctmfett. Amant, 

•^»-— But I have words. 
That would be howPd out in the desert air. 
Where hearing should not kadi them.— iS/miA:. Madfeth. 

Latch, s. a fastening ; especially a wooden latch or sneck 

sometimes lifted with a cord, at other times with the fin- 
ger. Ital. laccio, 

Lpve will none other birde catch. 
Though he sette either nette or latch. 

Chaucer, Rqmaunt of the Rote. 

Late, or Lbat, to seek, to summon, to invite. Isl. leyta, qus- 
rere.— Lating, or Leating, a summons or invitation. I>r. 
Willan mentions Leatmgy or Lating-row, a district from 
which matrons are invited by special summons to be present 
at a child-birth, or at the death of any of the inhabitants. 
Should a matron within the limits have been, through in- 
advertence or mistake, omitted on such an occasion, it is 
an afiront not to be foigiven. 

Lathe, or Leathe, a place for storing hay and com in winter 
—a bam. Usedhy Qiaucer. V, Skinner, lath, 

Lathsrin, a drab, a trollop. ** A lazy ladierin." 

Lattbk, Lattiv, tin* Pistol's 

Challenge of the lattm bilba 

Shak. Merry Wwet of Windtor. 
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Has been '* a stumbling block,*^ not so much " to the gene- 
rality of readers," as Hanmer would express it, but to the 
commentators themselyes. See the learned remarks of the 
*' collective wisdom," in the last Varior. Edit of Shak. vol. 
viii. p. 2^3 ; to which should be added Sir Thomas's own 
idea—-'* a &ctitaous metal." In Todd's John, the word is 
defined to be, ^ a mixed kind of metal, made of copper 
and calamine: said by some to be the old orichalc;" 
though the audiority quoted firom Gower proves that 
** laton" and ** bras" are two distinct things. In the Dic- 
tionaries of Bailey, Dyche, and Ash, latten is explained to 
be iron Hnned over, which is in fiu^t what is called tin : 
Peg^ also states latten to be ^n ; but on turning to Nares' 
Glossary, I find the worthy Archdeacon labouring hard at 
its transmutation into bratt. The days of alchymy, how« 
ever, are past. In addition, it may be observed, that Rud- 
diman^^n authority entitled to consideration— interprets 
lated, iron covered with Hn, 

Lave, v. to empty, to draw or take out water or other liquid. 
Fr. lef^. An old word used by Chaucer. 

Latb, s, the reddue^-those who are left or omitted. A pure 
Saxon word, occurring in Peirs Ploughman. It also 
means a crowd. 

Of prelates proud, a populous Inv, 

And. abbots boldly there were known ; 
With bishop of St. Andrew's brave. 
Who was King Jameses bastard son. 

Lambct BaUk qfFbddon. 

In andent times the dignitaries of the church, holding the 
temporalities of tiieir benefices of the King, as borons by 
the tenure of military senice, were bound by tiie feudal 
law, to attend him in his wars. 
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Latviick, Latuock, Lattouck, a larlu Su. h^ercy tawerc. 
Flocki of turtles, and niktverockt; Chneer. 

Here hear my Kenna ring a aong, 
There see a blackbird fted her young. 
Or a kvtroek build her nest. 
Here give mj weaiy spirits rest. 

Law, Los, Lows, a hUl or eminence whether natural or arti- 
fidal. Sax. ktmw^ kiaw, agger, acenrua. Mcc-Got. hlaiw, 
roonumentum. The word is often found at the end of the 
names of vills or hamlets. 

Lawful m ! Law mb ! a frequent colloquial exclamadon, 
implying either wonder or fear. 

Lea, Ln^ rich meadow or pasture. SaT. ieag. Used by 
Spenser, and several times by Shakspeare. 

Lbad, Lbbad, to carry. ^ He's leading coals." 

Lbaob, a scythe. From iea, meadow, and ag, to cut. 

Lbapino-tiib-wku^ going through a deq) and noisome pool 
on Alnwick Moor, called the Freemen's well — a tine qua 
fum to the freedom of the boroug^. On Saint Mark's 
day, the aspirants proceed in great state, and in equal 

,. spirits, from the town to the moor, where they draw up 
in a body, at some distance from the water, and on a signal 
being given,they scrambiethrough the mud with great labour 

«id difficulty. They may be said to come out in a con- 
tion not much better than ^ the heroes of the Dunciad 
after diving in Fleet Ditch." Tradition says, this strange 
and ridiculous custom — rendered more ludicrous by being 
performed in white clothing— was imposed by King John, 
who was bogged in this very pool. I witnessed the cere- 
mony about four years ago. 
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Learn, to teach. V. Todd's John. This sense is not yet 
obsolete in the North. 

Leash, to ply the whip. To kuh. 

Leather, to beat soundly. Perhaps from the instrument 
originally employed — a strap. For a copious vocabulary 
of a pugnacious import, see SufT. Words, aint. 

Leather-head, Leather^heed^ a block4iead, a thickscull. 
Lanthcnm Leatherhead, one of the characters in Ben Jon- 
son's Bartholomew Fair, has been diought to have been 
meant for Inigo Jones ; but Mr. Gifibrd doubts it. 

Leck, to leak. Isl. lek, stillare. — Leck on and off, to pour 
on, and drain off, gradually. 

Lee, V, to lie, to tell a falsehood. Sax. leogan, — Lee, s. a lie. 
This word, vulgar as it is, occurs in Chaucer. — Lee with 
A LATCHET, a moustrous falsehood. K Nares.— Leear, a 
liar. 

Leemers. See Brown-leehers. 

Leet, V, to meet with, to alight. — Leet, s, & a, light. " When 
than heart's sad, can mine be leetf** 

Lebts, Ughis, lungs. Also windows. 

Leetsoms, light, comfortable, cheerful. lAghUome. 

Leish, Lish, nimble, strong and active. 

Leister, a prong or trident. Su.-Got. Unutray percutere. See 
Blaze. 

An awfii* scythe, out owre ae shouther. 
Clear dangling hang, ■' 

A thiee-taeM Intter on the ither 
Lay, large and lang. 

Burnt i Death and Doctor Hornbook, 

Letch, a long narrow swamp in which water moves slowly 
among rushes and grass. 
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Lennert, the linnet. . The Grey Lenneri, — The Green Len^ 

nert. — 7%e Broum Lemtert, 
Lbt-uebt, to infonny to disclose. To let in Ught, 
Let on, to mention. ** He never let on" — ^he never told me. 

Isl. laeta, ostendere. 
Let wit, to make known. Dut. laaten weeten, 
Leuf, Loop, the palm of the hand. A very ancient word. 

V. Jam. Outside the leitf, hack of the hand-— equivalent to 

rejection and repulse. 
Lew, mild, calm. — Lew-warm, luke-warm. Teut. lauwen, 

tepefacere. 
Lib, to emasculate. Dut. Ivbben, Used by Massingerand 

others. — Libber, Qui castrat. lAb is perhaps the same as 

glib in Shakspeare. 

They are coheirs. 
And I had rather gOb piyself, than they 
Should not produce fair issi%8. 

The WwterU Tale, 

Lick, to beat, to chastise. Su.-Got. laegga^ to strike. — 
Licking, Licks, a beating. 

Lickly, likely, probable.— Lickliest, the superlative. 

Lief, willingly, rather, as soon. Sax. fc^,— Liefer, or Le- 
ver, more willingly, sooner. Sax. leofre. Both Gower 
and Chaucer often use this comparative.— Li^is common 
in Shakspeare. 

Lift, assistance. To give a lift, to lend a helping hand. 

Lie, to lie down. CJommon to Sax. and most Northern 
languages. Both Chaucer and Spenser use it.— Lig-ma- 
LAST, a loiterer, the last— Lig-o-bed, one who lies long 

in bed. 
LiGGEE, a carved lignum vita coit for playing at doddart 
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Like, to please, to be ngreeable to. Dr. John, is mistaken in 

thinking it disused. 
Liken'd. ** I had likened" — I was in danger of. 
Liking, delight, pleasure. Sax. licung. An old Scotch word, 

occurring in that beautiful passage irom Barbour's Brueey 

quoted by Dr. Jamieson. 

A I fi«edome is a noble thing I 
Fredome mayss man to htaffUkhgl 
Fredome all solace to man giffis ; 
He leyys at ess, that freiy leyyeu 

LiLB, little. See Lite. 

LiLL, to assuage pain. Lat. iallare, to lull. 

LiLLT-wuNs ! LiLLY-wuNTBRs 1 exckouitions of amasement. 

Lilt, to sing, by not using words of meaning, but tuneful syl- 
lables only. — North* Su.-Got. luOd, caneie. 

Ldibo, gaol. ** He's getdn into limbo^iip the mnetten steps" 

LiMMEB, a female of loose manners, or easy virtue. 

Ldcmbrs, a pair of shafts for a cart <x carriage. Isl. Umar, ra- 
mi arborum. 

LiN, «. to cease, to stop. IsL kMO^ enervare, frangcre. 



Yet our northern prikkers, the borderers, notwith- 
standing, with great enormitie, (as thought me) 
and not unlyke (to be jdayn) Unto a masterless 
hounde hoogfing in a hie wey, when he hath lost' 
him he wayted upon, sum hoopyng, sum whistel- 
yng, and moste with crying a BerwyJte ! a Ber^ 
•mffkef a Fmmyke! a Fetvatykel a Butmer t a 
Buhner f or ao ootherwise as theyr capteias 
nantes wear, nerer Unnde those troublous and 
dauBgerous aoyseaall the night long. 

Patten's Bofpedkkm of the Duke of Somerset 
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Before which time the win could never lifi. 

Mirror pr Magkintta, 

Set a beggar on boneba^, he*ll never Hit till he be 
a gallopb— Am Jmu Slofk of Newt, 

LiN, «. linen. Alao the lime tree. 

Linn, a cascade, a pndpice. Sax. %aiia, a torrent Id. 
/•N^ a cascade. Welsh, Ugn^ a hke. 

The near'st to her of kin 
Is Toothj, rushing down firom Verwin^s rushy fin. 

Drvyfiw, PofyoOrkm. 

Lino, heath. Isl. /tsg, spec erica. 

LiNOT, active, strong, able to bear fatigue. 

LiNiRL, shoe-maker's thread. Fr. Ugneul, The same as Ungel, 
described in Nares* GHoss. as ** a sort oi thong used by shoe- 
makers and cobblers ; from Ungula^* 

Links, sandy barren ground sands on the sea shore. V. 

LippBN, to expect, to depend upon. ** I Hppened on you to 
join me.'* Sax. ieqfent credere. 

LiSK, the groin. ** A pain in the fifAr." Dan. and Sw. iwdce. 

Listen, selvage. Sax. Uri, Dan. Rste. 

Lite, to rely on, to trust to, to depend upon. 

Lite, little. An old word used by Chaucer, both as a substan- 
tive and an adjective. Lall and Lile, also mean little.—- 
I cannot pretend to reconcile these dialectical variations. 

Lithe, to listen. ''lathe ye" — hark you. Lythe^ Peirs 
Plougllunan. Su^^Got fyda, audire, 'lyds tiU, aures adver- 
tere. 

Lithe, to thicken ; as to lithe the pot. — Lithimgs, thickenings 
for tile pot; such as oatmeal, flour, &c T. Wilb. and 
Jam. 
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Littlest, least — theregtilarsuperladye of little. 

Where lore is great the UHkit doubts are fear. 

Sbak.Hamla. 

LoAK, OR LoKB, a small quantity ; as a loke of hay, a ioke of 

meal, a loke of sand. V, Jam. 
LoAX ! LoAK-A-DAZiE ! LoAK-A-DA£iB-iiE ! exclamations of 

surprize or pleasure, modulated to suit the occasion. 
Loaning, Lonnin, a lane or bye-road; a place near country 

Tillages for milking cows. " Pdtim tomdn.** F. Jam. loan, 

I have heard of a lilting, at our ewes milking, 

' Lasses a Hlting; before the break of day ; 
But now there's a moaning, on ilka green kanuigt 
That our braw forresters are a^ wede away. 

OU ScotOi Song, BatOe ofFloddon. 

LoB-cocK, a contemptuous epithet for a stupid or sluggish 
person. 

I now must leave you all alas. 
And live with some old hbcock ass. 

Breton, Wor/u of a Young fVlU 

LoLLOCK, a lump. ^ LoUock ivfat?^ 

Lollop, to walk in an undulating manner-— to move heavily. 

Look, Louk, to weed, to dear. ** Looking com." V. Ray. 

LooN,LouNyLowNE, an idle vagabond, a worthless fellow, a ras- 
cal. Hie word is old ; but etymologists are not agreed in the 
derivation. Shakspeare has evidently taken the stanzas 
in Othello from the following ancient version of, Take thy 
old Cloak about ikee, published in Percy's Reliques, vol. i. 

King Stephen was a worthy peere. 
His breeches cost him but a crowne. 

He held them sixpence all too deere ; 
Therefore he called the taybr Lowue. 
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LoosE-i'-THB-BEFT, a disorderly person— a loose blade, 
LoosiNG-utATHSR, an injury in a tender part, tb which inexpe- 
rienced riders are subject ; and which makes them, what is 
elsewhere called^ toddle sick. It is a rustic idea — counte- 
nanced by some old authors— that a sprig of elder, in which 
there is a joint, worn in one of the lower pockets, will 
operate as a charm against this gallmg inconvenience ; but 
whether 

To harden breech, or soften horse, 
I leaye*t to th' learned to discourse. 

FkcknoCf Diarhtm, 

Lop, LoppE, a flea. Pure Saxon. 

LoPFERED, coagulated. Loppered nalk-^tm^ that sours and 

curdles without the application of an add. Isl. hlaup, coa- 

gulum. 
LoPSTROPOLOUs, mischievous, clamorous. Obstreperous. 

We shouted some, and some dung doon— 
LoMrop^bu fellows, we kick'd them O. 

Song, SwalweB Hoppmg. 

LouN, Lown'd, calm, sheltered from the wind. Isl. /cgn, aeris 

tranquHlitas. 
LouNDER, to beat with severe strokes. Fl Jam, 
Loup, «. to leap. Su.-Got. loqoo, currere. Also to cover ; 

from Teut. loopen, catulire. 
Loup, s. a leap or spring. — Loup-thb-lakg-lonnin, the game 

of leap frog. 
LouPT-DTKB, loup the dyke^ a term of contempt conjoining 

the ideas of imprudence and wiqrwardness. Sometimes ap* 

plied to one of those expeditions that maidens sigh for, 

but which prudent matrons dqnrecate as shameless and 

untoward. 
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Lout, v, to bow in the rustic fashion. Su^^Got, liUOy indi- 
nare. This is an old word used by Gower, Chaucer, and 
other ancient English writers. 

Loirr, s, a stupid awkward person. Teut. loete^ homo insul- 
8U8. In Shakspeare, lowt. 

LovEsoMBy lovely. Sax. louwrij delectahilis. In Peirs Plough- 
man, Chaucer, &c. Indeed, in old Eng. some and fy are 
used indiflferently as terminations of adjectives. 

Low, Lows, to make a bright flame, as well as the flame itself, 
Su.-Got. Uyg(t^ Isl. fegi, flamma.— Lilly-lowe, a comfort- 
able blaza ** Had aboot the low?* 

LowAMCB, LooANCE, an allowance of drink to work people. 
^ Nooy nuditer, y^U iortinkf give-m wor looance?* V 
Moor, iowans. 

LowBY, liOORDfo, overcast, threatening to be wet. Spoken 
only, I think,' of the weather. 

LuBBARD, LuBBART, an awkward, clownish fellow, a calf' 
hearted person. Lubber may be found in Shakspeare and 
other authors. ** D'ye ken that lubbard there ?. — hoo he 
tummiTd hk creils ! — ^he's all owre clarts /** 

For hyem an* bairns an* maw wife Nan, 

Aw yooPd cot like a tubbart ; 
An* when aw thowt we aw shud gan 

To Davy Jones*s cubbart. 

Song, Jemmy JonetotCt Whurry. 

Lug, the ear. An old word both in England and in Scotland. 

Su.-Grot. lugga. Sax. ge4uggian, to pull — the ear bdng a 

part easily pulled or lugged, " Aw*l dad yor lu^* — ** awM 

skelp yor gob** 
LuoGisH, an indolent, or idle fellow.— Luogish-heeded, heavy 

headed, thick headed. 
Lum, a deep pool of water, the still part of a river. 

s 
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LoH, the diimney of a cottage. Wdah, Uumtm, Lover is in 
LancMfaire, and also in some parts of Yorkshire, a chim- 
ney—properly (like the lum) an aperture in the roof of old 
houses, where the fire was in the centre of the room. FV. 
Pouoerte. I find hoer in Peirs Ploqghman, and also in 
the Faerie Queene. ^bbald, howevser, conjectures that 
ium may be fix>m Sax. kom^ hfjbt — scarcely any other light 
beu^ admittfrf, except through this hole. Brand, on the 
other hand, asks if it may not be derived from the lome or 
clay wherewith the wattle work is daubed over inside and 
out? 

LuM-sooPBBS, LuM-awsBprats, chimney-sweepers. iVbrM. 4* 
Newc, 

LcRDAMB, a dron^ a sluggard. Teut. loerd. Old Ital. lordone, 
Fr. Umrdamd, Some old writers, however, pretend to de- 
rive thb word from Lord Dane — a name given (more from 
dread than dignity) to those Danes, who, when they were 
masters of the island, were ifistributed m private houses ; 
where they are said to have conducted themselves, or if 
the eiq>res8ion be permitted — hrded over the inhabitants, 
with outrageous insolence and pride. 

In every house Lord Dane did then nde all ; 
Whence laysae loaels k$rda$tet now we call* 

Mirror fir MagiUrate$. ' 

LuRDY, lazy, sluggish. Fr. hurd^ dull, stupid. Ital. lordoy 

dirty, filthy. 
LusTYiSH, rather stout, inclining to be plump. 
Lybrt, the lean or muscular flesh of animals. Sax. AVa, 

viscum. 
Lyka ! listen — an exclamation of astonishment. Lyka nusn t 

what do I hear you say. 
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Mab, V, to dress carelessly.— -BIab, s. a slattern. Perhaps in 

deHsion of Queen Mob. 
Mack, to make. Preterite, mtfed. Germ. macA^n.— Mack, 

idnd, sort, a match or equal. — Macklbss, matchless. 
Macks, makes, sorts, &shions. 

Mack-bould, to venture, or take the Vberty, Make bold, 
BIacksbift, a substitute or expedient in a case of necesnty or 

difficulty. 
BIaddlb, to wander, to tidk inconsbtently, to forget or con- 
found object, as if in a state bordering on delirium. 
Madpash, a' person disordered in the mind — a madbrain. — 

From mad and path, the head. 
Mafple, to stammer, to be puzzled— to act by niiefms inade- 

ouate to the attainment of die object or end proposed*— 
' Uke one in dotage. Teut. maffelen, balbutire.— Maffling, 

a state of perplexity. 
BIagoy, a magpie. Also called a Fyanmet, 
Mail, rent or money exacted by Freebooters on die borders. 

Sax. mo/, stipendium. '^ 

Maiun, or Mabtun, a sort of mop made of old rags, with a 

long pole, for cleaning •out an oyen-^metaphorically, a 

dirty careless wench. F. Todd's John, malkm and maukm. 
Main, miglit, strength, exertion. Sax. maegn, Shakspeare 

endeavours to be siiqperlatiyely witty on the word. 

SAL.*-Then^ let*8 make haste away, and look 
Unto themoifk 

Wab.— Unto the main I O father, Maine is lost ; 
That Maine which by main force Warwick did win. 
And would have kept so long as breath did last : 
Jlf4iliichance,fiither, you meant; but I meant ilfaine,- 
Which I will win fh>m France, or else be slain. 

Second Part of King Henry VI. 
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Main of rodb, a cock-fighting match. Anathematiied by 

Brand; Pop. Antiq. vol. L p. 480. 
Mains, a fitfin, or certain fields, attached to a nuusion house. 

Old F^. mmue. 
BlAiNfWBAB, MANtWBAR, to take a fiUae oath* Sax. mantwe- 

nm. " He*s a mansweaiing fellow." 
Maist, BlAYtr, absoat^-MAiSTLT, BiAttiXT, mostljr. Sax. 

MMM^, moat, gveateat 
BIautib, roaster. Sax. wutiter. Used by Spenser.— Mais- 



BiAisTET, power, superiority, masteiy. F^. maitttie* 

Mau, a companion, or equal. An old word. Sax. maoa.'^ 
MAgmais, matchless, without an equal. Su^Oot. Moto- 
ioes. lUs latter word, in the garb of M AKEAOZ^adopt^ 
ed by the learned Christina of Sweden, on one of her 
numerous medals— sadly perplexed the antiquaries at 
Rome. 

Makx-count, to calculate on, to mean or intend to do any 
thing. 

Malb, or Mail, a travelling trunk. V, Nares' Gloss. 

Mall, Maol, Mallt, Maullt, Pou.t, Blary. 

A bold viiBgo stout sUd tall. 

As Joan of Frsnce, or En^Uk Matt, 

BuOer^ Hudlhroi. ' 

Maimer, to heatate, to be in doubt, to mutter. 

I wonder in my soul 
What you could ask me, that I should deny. 
Or stand so mammeriHg on. Skak, OtheBo. 

Hanmer most unfortunately refers to Fr» m*ainour, which, 
he says, " men were apt often to repeat when they were 
not prepared to give a direct answer S" 
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Mahbiy, a childish name for mother. Teut. mamme. 

Manadge, Manaudge, a box or dub instituted by inferior shop- 
keepers— ^nerally linen-drapers — ^for supplying goods 
to poor or improvident people, who agree to pay for them 
by instalments — a mode of dealing extremely lucrative to 
one party, but sadly the contrary to the other. Of late, much 
of this deservedly disreputable trade has been in the hands 
of manadge-womcfiy who become responsible to the dra- 
pers for what they impose on their deluded customers. 

INIang, s. barley or oats ground with the husks; ^ven to 
dogs and swine. Perhaps from Sax. mengean, to mingle. 

Mang, preposition, among, amongst. 

Maknsr, manure, dung, or compost. ^ AtB^ve mannet'd the 
land:' 

Mannie, a man. ^ A -tight little mannie but low.'* 

Mappxn, perhaps. It may happen, 

IVIarches, the northern borders. Sax. mearc, Fr. marche. 

They of those marches, gracious sovereign. 

Shall be a wall suffident to defend 

Our inland from the pilfering borderers. 

. Shak. Hen. V, 
Mare, more. Pure Saxon. Germ. weAr." 

M ARGiT, Meg, Meggy, Peg, Peggy, Margaret. 

Marrow, Marra, v. to match, to equal. 

'Bout Lunnun then divent ye myek sic a rout. 
There's nowse there maw winkers to dazzle ; 

For aw the fine things ye are ^bbin about. 
We can marra iv Canny NewcasseL 

Song, Canny NevfcatteL 

Marrow, #. a fellow, companion, or associate; an equal, a 
similar. 

Yet chopping and changing I cannot commend 
With thief or his marrofw^ for fear of ill end. — Tusser. 
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Marrows, fellows; two alike, or corresponding to each 
other ; as a pair of gloves, a pair of stockings, a pair of shoes. 

Marrow-'Bones, the knees. ^ Fll bring him down on his 
marrow4x>ne8" — 1*11 make him bend his knees as he does 
to the "^rgin Mary. Brand's Pop. Antiq. vol. i. p. 43. 
But see Chrose's Glass. IMct. 

Marrowlbss, without a match, incomparable. 

Marry ! Marrt-comb-out ! Marry-oniUS ! common inter- 
jecdons— -purposed disguises in favour of pious ears. 

Marry-gipt goody she-justice, mistress French hood. 

Ben Jon, 

Marry and shall, that I will. Often used by old people. 
Marsycree, to ill-treat, to butcher. Corruption of fnassacre. 
Mart, Mayrt, a cow or ox slaughtered at Martinmas, and 
. salted for the winter. It is customary in Newcastle and 
the neighbourhood, for a few families to join in the pur- 
chase of a mart, which is obtained -at the Stones &ir, held 
on old Martinmas day, and divided among them. 

And MartUmau Be^ doth beare good tacke, - 
When countrey folke do dainties lacke.— 7*Mrjer. 
Mash, o. to bruise. ^ Mash'd i^.'* — Mash, s, confusion. 

Mask, to infuse. *' Mask the tea.'* V. Jam. 

Mason-dux, the vulgar name for an ancient hospital, on the 

Sandhill, Newcastle, lately taken down. Evidently a 

corruption of Fr. maiton Dieu, 
Massrlgem, a mixture of wheat and rye — nuulin, Teut. jiuu- 

teluyuy fiurago. 
Maten-corn, corn damped and beginning to germinate. — 

North. V. Ihre, maU. 
Matters. *' Naa girt matters," nothing extraordinary or to 

boast of. Crav. Gloss. 
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Maugh, Mbaugh, brother-in-law. V. Lye, ttuBg. 

Maul, to beat soundly, to hurt severely. Moe.-Got. matd^fan. 

Upon the childe, but somewhat short did fidl, 
And lighting on his horse's head, him quite did matt. 

Spemer^ Faerie Qfteene. 

Maumy, mellow, soft. Su.-Got. mognay to become mellow. 
To numm a crust of bread, is to soften it in water. 

Maunder, to wander about in a thou^tful manner; to be 
tedious in talking ; to say a great deal, but irregularly and 
confusedly ; to lose the thread of a discourse. Q. Gael. 
mniu/tigA, a stutterer? 

Maunt, Munclb, contractions of my aunt, my uncle. Bor- 
ders of North. Nunde and Natmt occur in Beaum. & Flet. 

IMaw, V, to mow. Preterite, mew. Sax. mawan^ Germ. 
mahen. — Mawers, the mowers. 

Maw, 1. the human stomach, as well as that of an animal. 
Sax. maga. V, Todd's John. 

Maw, pronoun, my, mine, belonging to me. 

Ma WD, a plaid worn by the Cheviot shepherds. Su.-Got. 
tnudd, a garment made of rein-deer skins. 

Mawk, a maggot, a gentle. Su.-Got. mdtk, madk. — Mawky, 
Mawkish, maggotty, whimsical, proud, capricious. 

May, the sweet scented flower of the white thorn. See May- 
Day Customs, fttmd's Pop. Antiq. vol. i. p. 179 & seq. 

Rise up, maidens, fie for shame. 
For I've been four lang miles from hame : 
I've been gathering my garlands gay ; 
Rise up, &ir maids, and take in your May. 

Old Newcaiile Song. 

Moor gives an inaccurate version of this h<Mnely candcle. 
V. Suff. Words, p. 225. 
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BIasid, astooiahed, ammcd. Alto sttipitel— i«ndered in- 
senaibfe by a blow. ** Aw stood quite mMed.** 

Mb» for L a common gnmimatical error. Not without ex- 
amples in our old language. 

Mkal, the appointed time when a cow is milked, as well as 
the quantity of milk she gives at once. Sax. nur/, portio, 
spatium temporis. 

MxALV-MOvniBDy ** using soft words, concealing the real in- 
tention; speaking hypocritically." Todd's John. I 
should prefer Skinner's construction«--MiA/-moaffA«^ or 
meUow-moMike d b ut derive the word from Fr. miele, 
honied, as we say honied words. 

Clayton was fiJse, meatU'mimth^d^ and poore spirited. 

Lifi rfAnt, a Wood, p, 165. 

MfSANR, to complain, to lament. Sax. maenati^ dolere. 

And thus she meoiu,^~-Sftak. Mid. NtghiPt Dream, 

Mkaning, shrinking or feeling sore, indicative of pain or lame- 
ness. 

Mebby, Mwibys, Mabbes, Maebbibs, perhaps, probably. It 
may be. 

Mbddue mor makb. ^He*ll neither meddle nor make" — 
he'll not interfere. 

Meer, a mare. Also an abusive term among the lower order 
of ladies in Newcastle. '' Aw sae Peg, yak meer.** 

Meet, fit, proper. Stated in Todd's John, to be rarely used. 
It is quite common in North, and Dur. 

Melder, a making of meal. In some places the fiurmers hire 
the miller, and in turns have a winter stock of meal made. 
Tlie meldering day used to be, and perhaps still is, a kind 
of feast among the yeomanry. Fr. moudre, to grind ; or, 
according to Dr. Jam. Isl. rnalldr, molitura, from maiOf to 
grind. 
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Mbll, v\ to intermeddle, t^ engage in, to interfere with. Fr. 
meler, " I shall not mell with your affidrs.'* The com- 
mentators are not agreed on the expression. 

Men are to mdf with* 

Shak. AWt WeU that Ends WelL 

It means men are to meddle with ; without the least al- 
lusion to the indecent idea surmised by Theobald. 

Mell, v, to pound or bruise, to crush. 

MeIl, s: a wooden mallet, or hammer. Lat. malleus* 

MellpDOLL, an image of com, dressed like a doll, carried in 
triumph— -amidst the most frantic screaming of the women 
—on the last day of reaping.^ In some places they call it 
a KERN (perhaps, properly, com) baby. There is also oc- 
casionally a harvest queen — ^thought to be a representation 
of the Roman Ceres — apparelled in great finery, and 
crowned with flowers ; with a scythe in one hand, and a 
portion of com in the other. 

Mell-sufper, a sapper and merry-making on the evening of 
the conclusive reaping day — ^harvest-home. Besides a 
grand display of excellent old English cheer, with a mix- 
ture of modem goAt, to enlarge the sphere of epicurean 
enjoyment, there is dandng, masking and disguising, and 
every other sort of nsrth to expand a rastic heart to gaiety. 
According to Hutchinton, the Ifistorian of Northumberland, 
the name of this supper is derived fi'om the rites of Ceres, 
when an ofiering of the first fruits was made; the word 
melle being a provincial word, equivalent to mingle: imply- 
ing that the cakes used at this festival are mingled or made 
of new com, and that it is the feast of the first mining of 
flour of the new reaped wheat. I am, however, strongly in* 
dined to think, that we may safely refer to Teut. mael, 

T 
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conyivium refecdo, pastus. Various other etymologies 

have been conjectured, ^iiich are noticed in Brand's Pop. 

Ant. vol. L, Chap. Harvest-Home; where much curious 

matter relative to this subject is collected. 
Mell-doors, the space between the heck and outward door — 

the entry. ■ ^ 
Msix-DROPy the least ofPensive species of mucus from the nose. 

" Mell-drop Tommy." 
Mends, recompense, atonement. Aviendt, 

If she be fiur, 'tis the better for her ; an she be not» 
she has the mendt in her own hand. 

Shak, Troiius and CresHda. 

Mennah, the minnow. Gael, meanan. 

Mensb, V, to grace, to ornament, to decorate. " The pictures 
mense the room." 

Mense, 1. decency, propriety of conduct, good manners, kind- 
ness, hospitality. Sax. mennesc, humanus. It also means 
an ornament, or credit ; as he is ** a mense to his family." 
The last of a dish of meat untaken is said to be left for 
mense's sake, perhaps pro mensa. See Tailor's uense. 

Menseful, decent, gracefid, mannerly, hospitable, creditable. 

Menseless, indecorus, graceless, inhospitable. 

Mense-pemny, liberality conducted by prudence. 

Would have their metuefid pemny spent 
With gossips at a merriment. 

The Comer' t Wedding. 

Mere, a lake. Pure Saxon. Buttermere, Windermere. 

' ^ ^ 

MerryoBegottem, fxlius nulhus — ^rather waggishly alluded to 
by old Brunne. 

Knoute of his body gate sonnes thre» 
Tuo bi tuo wifes, the thrid iujoiyte, 

LangtqfVt Chron'wk. 
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Merry-dangers, the glancings of the Aurora Borealis, or 
northern lights; when first seen, called burning spears, 
and which to persons of a vivid imagination still seem to 
represent the clashing of arms, in a military engage- 
ment :•— called abo the Pyrrhy'4ancer9 — a name that may 
have been adopted from the PyrrMca saUatiOy or military 
dance of the ancients ; from which, no doubt, the sword- 
dance of the Northumbrian youths, in their white plow, at 
Christmas, has had its origin. 

MEaav-NiGHTs, rustic balls — ^nights (generally about Christ- 
mas) appropriated to mirth and festivity. These homely 
pastknes, besides the eating and drinking, consist of danc- 
ing, in all the lower modes of the art ; of masked inter- 
ludes; and occasionally of the ancient sword dance; with 
an indispensable admixture of kissing and romping, and 
other ** gallantry robust.'* 

Mbssit, a little dog, a ci^. V. Jam, meaan, 

Mbterly, *MBEt£RLY, tolerably well, moderately, within 
bounds. 

MiCKLE, MucKLE, much. Sax. micel, micie. Isl. nMU. 

An oath of mickk might. — Shak. Hen» V, 

O, mickle is the powerfrd grace that lies 

In plants, herbs, stores, and their true qualities. 

Shak. Rom. and JuU 

He had in arms abroad won muckel fiune. 

Spenser, Faerie Queene. 

Midden, Muck-hidden, a dunghill. Sax. midding, sterquili- 

nium -^Midden-stead, a place for dung. 
Midden, a contemptuous term for a female— conjoining the, 

ideas of insipidity, inactivity, and dirt. 
Middens, or Black-middens, dangerous rocks on the north 

side^of the entrance into Shields harbour. 
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MiooBy • small gnat. Sax. wticge. A diminutive misduer- 
oiu boy if often called a nidge.— Midgb^bb, any thing 
very sniaU. As a coifiparison — ^veiy common. 

MioUNy Mjolino, tolerably well, indiflerent. ** Weeiy 7\mi- 
My, koo are ^ak f Midiin^ tkeni y«A / Hoo are yee ? 
We^y gay/jr, Jomi r 

MiORTYy very. ^ Mighty great"— ^ wdghfy bi|^"-p-'* a mighty 
fine feUow.'* 

MiLXXBy a cow that gives milk ; not the person who milks. 
** She's a top milker." 

MiLKus, MiuciiousB, a dairy. Sax. melce-hui, 

MiWD, to remember, to be steady and attentive. Dan. tuinde, 
to remind. 

Mint, to «m at, to shew a mind to do something, to endea- 
vour, to make a feigned attea^>t. Sax. ge^myndiau, in- 
tendere. 

MiNNT, a fondling term for mother. Sc. minnie. 

Mrax-PBUM, the Bittern or Bog-bumper. Ard^ Stellarit, 
linnseus. There is a beautiful figure of this stately bird 
in Bewick's History. 

Mirk, Mihky, dark. Sax, vUrce. Isl. ntyrkr, tenebrosus. 
Old Eng. mirkf, 

Gane is the day, and mirkU the night. 

But we*U ne*er stay for fitute o* ligbU— J^iirnf. 

« 

Mirth, Morth, or Murth, abundance ; as a murth of corn, 

a murth of cold. 
Miscall, to abuse, to call names to. ** Yah cannot misiall me 

past me nyem** 
Mis-KBN, to be ignorant of, not to know. 
MisLiPPEN, to suspect, to n^lect. 
Misses, the matron or mistress of the house. " What will 

me mittet say ?" 
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MisTETCH, an ill habit, property or custom ; perhaps from mis- 
teach, Chaucer tises tetch, for a spot or blemish. 

MtTTAN, a glove ; generally made of thick leather or coarse 
yam. Fr. mitaine. 

He that his hand wol put in his mitaine 
He'shal have multiplying of his graine. 

Chaucer^ Pardoneres Tale. 

MiXTY-MAXTT^, MiXY-MAXY, any thing confusedly mixed, an ir- 
regular medley. Su,-Grot. rmkmask. 

Mizzle, small rain. The substantive is neither in Ash's Diet, 
nor in Todd's John, though the verb is admitted in both. 

MoiDER, to puzzle, to perplex. — Moidered, bewildered, con- 
fused, distracted. ^ 

MoLTER, Mooter, Mouter, a portion of meal abstracted by 
the miller as a compensation for grinding ; the toll, as it 
were, of the mill. Fr. mouture. It is also used as a verb. 

It is good to be merry and wise. 

Quoth the miller, when hi^moiUer*d twice. 

Sc» Prvts 

Mobie, soft, smooth, conjoining the idea of sweetness. Hence 
the liquor mun — ale brewed with wheat. 

MoNNY, many.^MoKNY a time and oft, a common expres- 
sion for frequently. 

Moo, to low as a cow. Grerm. mu, vox vaccae naturalis. — 
Wachter. 

MooN-LiGHT, MooN-SHiNE, a mere pretence^ an illusive shadow. 
Also smuggled whiskey. Thanks to the malt and other 
taxes for this neologism. 

Moor, a heath, a common or waste land. Sax. mory ericetum. 
Isl. woTy terra arida inculta et inutilis. Dr. Jamieson er- 
roneously supposes that this word alwai/s implies the idea 
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of water or marahinefls. The same mistake occurs in 
Tod«l*s Johnson. 

MooivHALLy the ancient hall of the castle of Newcastle— the 
place of holding the assizes for the county of Northumber- 
land. Sax. moikJkeal, conventus aula, comitimn. 

Mop, ** to make wry mouths or grin in contempt.*' — Todd's 
John. In the North it means to prim or look affectedly. 
— Moppet, a child so acting. Also a term of endearment. 
Moppe, is an old word .in the latter sense. 

MoaAL, model. ** The tmorai of a man." An archaism. 

More, a hill. Sax. mor, mons. 

Morn, morrow.«»Tii£ morn, to-morrow. Sax. motghen, mor- 

Mortal, very, exceeding, excessive, abounding. I^erhaps from 
mart, a great quantity. 

So is all nature in love, nwrUU in folly. 

Shak. As Yw Like Ji. 

Moss-TROOPERs, banditti, who inhabited the marshy borders of 
the tw6 kingdoms, and subsisted chiefly by rapine. So 
called from living in motses, and riding in troops to- 
gether. 

Most. It is not unusual to prefix this superlative degree to 
the regular superlative form of another word-^^is ** the most 
wickedest wretch that ever lived." ** Th^ most pleasantest 
fellow I ever knew." There are examples for it in Shaks- 
peare aqdsome of his cotemporaries. 

Moudy-rat, Moudy-warp, Mouley-rat, a mole. Sax. moldj 
mould, and weorpan, to cast up. Dan. mulvarp, a mole. 
Spenser and other old writers use moMvoarp, Shakspeare 
-^in allusion to the old prophecy which is said to have in- 
duced Owen Glendower to rebel against King Henry — 
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causes Hotspur, when taxed by Mortimer with crossing his 
father, thus to exclaim — 

I cannot choose : sometimes he angers me 
With telling me of the moldwarp and the ant, &c. 

First Part of King Henry IV. 

MouDY-HiLL, MouLEY-RA'P-HiLL, a mole-hill. , 
Mounge; to grumble lowly, to whine or complain. " What are 
ye moun^ng about." 

About him they aw thronged, and ax*d What news frae 

under ground, 
Each teird about their blarin, when they ken^d that 

he was drown'd. 
Hoots !'* Archy moung'dy ** its nowt but lees— to the 

Barley Mow let's e*en be joggin, 
Awl tyek my oath it wassent me, because aw hear its 

Archy Loggan.** 

Song, Bold Archy Drvwnded. 

Mount, a large stone hewn into the shape of steps-^placed at 
the doors of public houses, to assist persons in mounting 
their horses. 

Mow, to converse unlawfully. 1 believe an old word. See the 
ancient ballad of Bonny Dundee. 

Mow, a distorted mouth. Fr. money a wry face. 

Mow, a stack. " The barley mow?* Sax. mowe, acervus. 

Muck, dung for manure. Sax. meox, fimus — Muck-midden, a 
heap of manure, a dunghill. — Mucky, dirty, filthy. The 
Cray. Gloss, has muck cheap, cheap as dirt : muck-heap, a 
very dirty person, «a g^rt muck heap:" muck-midden^ 
breward, upstarts. — Muck, however offensive to those 
whose affected gentility recoils at a vulgar phrase, is not 
without example in several of our best and most accom- 
plished writers. 
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MrcKiNfJER, MrcKiXDKRy a pocket-handkerchief. 

Be of good comfort, take my mHcMnder^ 
And drv thine eye^^^Bcn Joh, 

MunuLE, to confuse, to perplex. V, SiiflT. Words, muddfe and 
mudiUcd. 

Mrns, small nails used by cobblers. 

MrFPcmx, a worsted covering or snuUl mujf for the wruL Ap- 
parently a recent innovation. The Scotch have a kind of 
gloves worn by old men, called mt^tiet, from which the 
term may have been borrowed. 

MvG, a low word for the mouth. ** Shut your ugly mug." 

Ml'oger, a hawker of pots, a dealer in earthen ware. Thin 
trade is carried on to a great extent among the gipsy tribes 
in the Northern counties. 

MutiGY, the white-throat. MotaciUa Sjflva, — Linnaeus. 

Mull, dirt, rubbish, crumbs. Su.-Got. mull, Chaucer uses 
mullok. The fragments and dust of a stack of peats are 
called {^cwUmull, and oaten bread broken into crumbs, is 
called mtdled bread. 

Mulligrubs, bad temper, ill humour — an indescribable com- 
plaint. 

What's the matter ^ 
Whither go all these men-menders, these physicians ? 
Whose dog lies sick o' th' fnulUgruht, 

Beaum, tmd Flei. Monsieur Tkofnas, 

Mummer, a person disguised under a mask, a sort of morris 
dancer. Dut. movimen, to mask. Dan. mumme, mum. See 
as to the old custom of mumming, in Brand's Pop. Antiq. 
vol. i. p. 354. 

Mump, to hit or slap — to beat about the inouth. " Til mump 
yor gob." A very low word, 

MuN, an expletive used on all occasions. Man. 
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MuN, McjNS, the mouth. Genn. mund, 

MuN, Mown, must. ** I mun gan." ** You mun come*" Isl. 

ffctm. Chaueer uses moun and mowen. 
MuNNiT, must not.— MussBNT, the same. 
MuRDBRiNG-pn, the great ash-coloured shrike, Lamus e^cti- 

bUor, Linnaeus. 
MuRL, to fall in pieces, to crumble. Welsh, mwrl^ crumbling. 

Dut. muUen^ to crumble. 
Mush, the dust, or dusty refuse of any dry substance, any thing 

decayed or soft. ** Dried to mtuh^ 
Mutton, a term for a courtezan. 

The duke, I say to thee again, would eat mutton on 
Fridays.— -»S%aiir. Meat* far Mcas* 

Mutton's mutton ntiw.'-^Wehfter^t Appiut ^ Virg, 

Muzzy, half stupified, bewildered— :/a/^gi«e(;f with liquor, as I 

once heard vl friend express it. 
My-eye, a vulgar inteijectional expression of exultation, in 

frequent use. 
Myskll, myself. An universal cormpUon among the vulgar. 
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Na, no.^-NAT, not. Both pure Saxon. Chaucer has given 
his Northern Clerks a northern dialect. V, Tyrwhitt's 
note on verse 40S1. 

Nab, Nabb, a protuberance, an elevated point, the rocky sum- 
mit of a hill. A ste^ and high precipic^ at the confluence 
of the Baulder and th^ Tees, is caUed the NM. Sax. 
cmep^ vertex montis. Isl. gnop, prominentia. Su.-Got. 
kfUBppf summitas montis. 

Nag, to gnaw ht any thing haid. 

u 
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Naggy, irritable. See Knaggy. 

Naky-bed, Nakit-bed, in puns naturalibus^stark-naked.— 
' Nares observes, that, down to a certain period, those who 

were in bed were literally ndted, no night linen bong 

worn. Many of the Scotch — ^thrifty souls— and some of 

the English, stiU continue the custom. 
Nanny-house, Nanny-shop, a brothel. Newcastle, 
Napkin, a pocket handkerchief. Borders of North. Used 

by Shakspeare in several of his plays; and by other 

writers. 
Nappern, an apron. This pronunciation is conformable to 

the old orthography. Fr. naperon^ a large cloth. 
Nappy, fine ale— a little intoxicated with it. Sax, nappe^ 

cyathus. Ital. fwppOy a bowl. 

Nappy ale, g^ood and stale. 

BaUad, King and MiOer ^f Mamjkld. 

Narrate, to relate, to tell. Not confined to Scotland as 

stated by Dr. Johnson. 
Nash, Nesb, tender, weak, firagile. Sax. nesc. 
Nasty, ill-natured, impatient, saucy. Its other meaning is 

universal. 
Nation, very, exceedingly. *' Nation great" — " nation wise" 

'^^ nation foolish." 
Nattlb, or Knattle, to hit one hard substance agunst another 

gently and quick, to make a muse like that of a mouse 

gnawing a board. 
Nattry, ill natured, petulant ** Nattry faced!* 
Natty, neat, tidy. **• How very wOty he is." 
Naup, to beat, to strike. Iri. hnefa. See Nevbl. 
Nay-say, a refusal, a denial. Holinshed uses mnf, v. to refuse. 
Nay then ! an exclamation implying great doubt, or wonder. 
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Nb, no.^NEB0OY, uobody. ^ Whe was there f* " Nehodi^ P* 

Neagre, a term of reproach, equivalent to a base wretch ; 
thoufsh often confined to a mean, niggardly person. Pro- 
bably from F^. negrey a negro. 

Keaa-sighhed, 8hort-«ghted. Su.-Got. naanynt. 

Neb, a point, a beak — also the nose, the mouth. Sax, nebb, 
Isl. neh^f nef. 

How she holds up the neh^ the bill to him ! 

Shak. WinterU Tale, 

Give her a bus-— see how she cocks her fie&i— i^Avc. 

Neck-about, a woman's neck*handkerchief. Neckafee. 

Neck and Heels, topsy-turvy. Origin obvious. 

Neck-verse, a cant term formerly used by marauders on the 
borders — adopted from the verse (generally thought to b« 
the beginning of the 51st psahn) read by criminals claim- 
ing the benefit of dei^, so as to save their lives. 

Ijelter nor line know I never a one, 
Wert my ncck-xfcrse at Hairibee. 

Scott t Lay of the Last Minstrel 

Ned, Neddy, Edward, « Neddy, maw dear:* 
NsTOT, a certain place that will not bear a written explana- 
tion ; but which is depicted to the life in the first edition 
of Bewick's Land Bbds, p. 2S5. litis broadpiece of na- 
tive humour is somewhat refined in the subsequent im- 
presakMis. 
Need-firb, an ignition produced by the friction of two pieces 
of dxM wood. The vulgar opinion is that an Angel 
strikes a tree, and that the fire is thereby obtained. Need- 
fire, I am told, is still employed in the case of cattle in- 
fected with the murrain. They were formerly driven 
through the smoke of a fire made of straw, &c. It was 
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then thoiight wicked to neglect wncting them. Sax. nyd^ 
force, wadfyr^ fire ; that iB^fireedJSre. 

NinM>BB>WBSL» a graceleM person— one who seems never to 
domeU, 

Nbisb» Nbus, to sneese. Sax. tuue, the nose. 

Nbbst, NiBrr» Nnr» next. 

Nbst, night. "* Opod neei, MMy." 

Nur, the fist. hLkn^ Su.-Got. iiu;^. Ban. tune. A 
good old Shakspearian word. Kares' display of authorities 
was unnecessary. The word is still in general use in all 
the northern counties.— -DouBLX-NsiFy the clenched fist. 

NsiP-PULL» a handful. 

Nelson's Bullxts, small confections in the bhape of balis. In 
conunemoration of the naval hero. 

Nents, against, towards. 

Nerlxo, ill-treated : often applied to the conduct of a step- 
mother. 

KssTLiNO, the smallest bird in the nest, the weakest of the 
brood* Sax. nestling. Something like the Dowpy. 

NxmsiufiTOCKS, stockings. Used by ^hak. in King Lear, 
and in Henry IV. Nether is an old word for lowe^, from 
Sax. neotker. 

NRrnsn-up, the under lip. 

That thou art my son, I have partly thy mother^s 
word, partly my own opinion ; but chiefly a vil- 
lainous trick of thine eye, and a foolish hanging 
of the nether Hp^ that doth warrant me. 

Shuk, First Part of Henry IV. 

Nettled, provoked, irritated — as if stung by a nettle. To 
water a nettle, in a certun way, has been said proverbially 
to cause peevish and fretful humour. See the proverb in 
Howell. 
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Neuck, Nuik, Nook, a corner. " The chimlay neuck^* — the 

fire side. Gad. niuc, 
Nevel, to beat violently with the fists, or neives. See Neif. 

She'l nawpe and nevel them without a cause, 
She^l macke them late their teeth naunt in their hawse. 

VorktMre Diakgue, p. 68, 

Ni ! Ni ! a common exclamation in Newcastle. 

Waes ! Archy lang was hale an* rank, the king o* lad- 
dies braw-^ 
His wrist was Uke an anchor shank, his fist was like 

the claw— 
His yellow waistcoat flowered se fine, myed tailors 

lang for cabbage cutting- 
It myed the bairns to glower amain, and cry, ** Ni ! 
Ni ! what bonny buttons !" 

Song, Bold Archy Drownded, 

' Nice, good,plea8ant, agreeable, handsome. '* A nice man" — ** a 
very nice woman." — Nicely, in good health.. 

Nick, to delude by stratagem, to deceive. 

NiCK-STiCK, a tally, or notched stick, by which accounts are 
kept. This simple mode of reckoning seems to have been 
the only one known to the Northern nations. V, Jam. 
When a woman, in a certain state, goes longer than her 
calculation, she is said among the vulgar to have lost Iter 
mck'Stick. 

Nicker, to neigh, to laugh in a loud ridiculous manner. Sax. 
gmegan, ** What are you niekering at." 

Nicker and Sneer, a loud vulgar laugh — apparently borrow- 
ed fix>m the n^hing and snorting of a horse.. 

NiDDERED, starved with cold, hungered. V, Jam. 

NiFF-NAFFSy trifles, things of little value. Fr. nippes. 
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NirFY-NArrr, a tens fiir an ini%iiifctnt or conceited person 

■ one whow tftumign b derotad to trifles. 
Nimi, to mmI, to phndar. Ftobapi by a metathesis from 

Nmh, to a ffw a c ii , fea tondt Bak* ndkwan, appropinquare. 

'-^MB-aaiiB^ iMPd bj^'^NioaaT-iBOiJT, the nearest 

vajr. 
Nl«Br<«oimianp, a Cundwiaa mode of wooing; foUy d^ 

•cribad fai nola 3^ Andenon*! Ballads. 
NiM^ to walk with sfaott ffokk steps, to take up hastfly. 
NnnkvmAiMB, nina trading companies in Newcastle-^three 

of w o o d ■ t hia a of thfead— and three of leather. ** The 

wfrting of the ■><■>*» tiadas.** 
Snapnummn, a foolish, stupid person. Shak. Irequently 



Nlr4na■i^ a eontemptiioiia designation for a parsimonious. 



NiF-ov, to wipe op, to move qinckly, to pilfor. 
Ntmnoi pinchn^; as by frost or cold. 

It is a iilfphg and an eager air.— 5Me. HamieU 

Nmmia, orodi nduiog, sparing of; as mHing of ins pains : 
t. c* sparing of his psins. Bmj, 

NrmB, haik^, neat, handsooK. SasL ti^Uh, ntSm. 

NiTTsa, nater. ** To-nonww come a ia iwr w hen two Sun- 
days neat togathff.** 

Nob, the head. Used ludicnrasly. 

NoBRT,NoaMrr,only. ^omM. «< Who^s that ?"-^*< Nob- 
bit I." 

Noddle, a burlesque name for the nosa. 

No-par, near. Nat far, A eommon North country phrase. 

Noodle, a fool. A term often used m Newcastle— sometimes 
ungallantly. 
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NooLED, checked, cuibed, broken spirited. 

Nor, than. Very, common among the vulgar; and occa- 
sionally used by people in Newcastle, in a sphere beyond 
the ^ mere ignoble." Gad. tuu 

NoBEoNTHB ORiN]MTONi,a«aMtfrfinr the fiite of an improvident 
person. See an illuatration in a tail peee to Bewick's 
JEaopy p. 128. 

NosB-wiss, acute^ quick of perception. Gkrrn. iMur-wm, seL& 
witted, presumptuous. 

Note, to push or i^rike vrith the horns ; as a butt or ram. 
Isl. hnioUh ferire. 

NOTTAMT, OtTOMT, a skeleton.— NOTTAHISKD, OfTOMIdBD, 

dissected. 

Nought, Nowt, nothiiig. '* Cheese for huff-wu^^ here !'* 
NewqBuUe cry. 

NouT, OR NoLT, neaty or homed cattle of dn ox specie^. 
Isl. mmty bos. Old £ng. nowt. The wtik market, the 
ancient name of a street in Neweastle— now the Bigg- 
market. 

NouT-OELD, Nbat-«bld, comage rent, or^gjnally paid in cattle 
— horn tax. Comage seems to have been peculiar to the 
border service i^nst the Scola. Hie temmla ho)dfa)g 
under it were bound to be reaify to serve, on boraeback 
or on foot, at their own costs and dMVgea; and, being best 
acquainted with the pa sses and deilea, had the honour of 
marching in the vanguard, when the loiig^ army passed 
into Scotland. 

NouTH, the north. — NomvaaLT, northerly. 'Past two 
o'clock, and a frosty sio rain w inds noutherly.*' — Norrid, 
northward. * Several Greenlandmen passed norrid.'* 

NouTHSR, Nowthsr, neither. Pure Saxon. 

NousE, judgment, understanding, sense. Lat. noscere. 
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NowsB, nothing; contrary to amte. 

Wi* hue, mun, three hundred ahipt sail iv a tide* 
We thuik mmte on*t aw*l myA accjfdavy ; 

Ye*re a gowk if je dinH knaw that the lads o* Tyne-iMe, 
Are the Jacks that mjrek fiuniah wor navy. 

Song, CauM^ Newoattel, 

Am to that pedant Mr. Hall, 

By Jov»»I*U give him nomu at aU. 

The Vkar't Will. 

NuDtiB, to push, to jog. ** What are ye nut^ng at.** 
NuM, Num, clumsy, benumbed. Sax. benum, stupefactus. 
Nrr-CRACK-NiGHT, All Hallows Eve ; on which it is customary 
to crack nuts in laige quantities. They are also thrown 
in pairs into the fire, as a love divination, by young people 
in Northumberhmd, anxious to know their future lot in 
the connubial state. If the nuts lie still and bum toge- 
ther, it prognosticates a happy marriage, or at least a hope- 
ful love ; if, on the contrary, they bounce and fly asunder, 
the sign is unpro[ntious to matrimony. Burning the nut& 
is also a famous charm in Scotland. 

The auld guidwife's weel hoordet niU 

Are round an* round divided. 
An* monie lads* and lasses* htea 

Are there that night decided : 
Some kindle couthie, side by side. 

An* bum thegither trimly ; 
Some start awa wi* saucy pride. 

And jump out-owre the chimlie. 

BurtUt HaOoween. 

See some curious notes, explanatory of the charms and 
spells of this evening, fqfypended to the poem here quoted. 
Nyeh, name. *' Aw diwent ken his nyem." — Broad NewcoiUe. 



OIL ' 153 



O. 

Oaf, a fool, a bloekhead, an idiot. ^ Ohi yak od^ yakP^ 

V. Todd's John, and Wiib. 
OBSTaoPOL6Cs, vociferous, turbulent, cbstrepdtout. 

Then rough-hewn tar. 

Who saU'd had &r, 
" Cries out, my lads ! give oVe ; 

" Since, body of me ! 

«« You can't agree, 
" Cease such obttrop^lous roar." 

BenzffeU Village. 

Oddhents, Odds and Ends, scraps, things of little value, 

odd trifles. 
Odds-bobs, a vulgar exclamation of surprize. — Odd rot it, 

the same. 
Odds-deeth ! Odds-ufb ! Odds-heart ! Odds-heft ! Odds- 
wowKS ! Odds-zooks ! frequent palliative adjurations. 
As are also, Odds-dat-it, Odds-drab-it. 

Oddthtji ! we all know Skipper Clark, 
Has got a stomach like a shark, 
And can — ^if he's a mind to try. 
Devour a bullock in a pie. 

WiUy Woodi and Greedy Grizzle. 

Odds-fish ! an inteijection — a moderated diminutive of GwTt 

Jleth. 

Oftems, Offens, the plural of often. Quite common. — 0ft- 
isH, Oftenish, very often. 

OiL-oF-HAZEL, a souud drubbing. A piece of waggery is some- 
times practised by mischievous urchins in Newcastle, on 
raw inexperienced lads from the country— in sending them 
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to a cbymist'i shop for • **petCartk ^ oUrof-haxelP An 
ewiiest applicatkMi of a good thick haid stick ia often the 
ratult. Scndiqg for |%mi'f MillisaahnilarjokeofQid 
standing. 

Old, great; •iichaswaspnelindintke''aUrii<Mitf.''-^Ou>- 
DODtos, great sporty f^ml feantii^ an uncommon display 
of hospitality. 

Oldish, rather old Very common. 

OldoNICX, one of the most common of all the ludicrous names 
given to the devil ; or, as it is pronounced, the deevU. — 
The Danes and Qcnaana, according to the northern my- 
thology of elder times, worshipped Not^a or Nicken, a 
deity of the waters^ repieeented as of a hideoas shape, and 
of diabolical principles ; from which, no douht, the popular 
name of oid^nick has been derived. — Old-Harkt, and Ou»> 
SCRATCH, are also designations appropriated to the same 
evil being by the vulgar in the North. 

Old-pbo, Aud-psg^ an inferior sort of cheese, made of skim- 
med milk. It is also called, not inaptly, Uather hungry, 
y. Moor, bang. 

Old-shoe. The ancient custom of throwii^ an old shoe af- 
ter a person for luck, is not yet dkmed in the Korth. In 
the case of marriages, it is often practised; even among 
some of ike g;reaL Ste on this subject. Brand's Pop. 
Antiq. vol. ii. p. 490 ; and Nares* Gloss. ** As easy as an 
oldshot^* — a common comparison. 

OjfT, mellow ; spoken of land. F, Jam. oam^ 

Onb-dat, a favourite retrospection. ^I remember It well — 
it happened tme-day when firom home." 

ONGOiNQs, conduct, doipgs, merriment. 

Onset, a dweUing-house and ottt4>ufldiBgs. Something ad- 
ded or set OH. 
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Onsetten, dwarfish, cuited in growth. ** An onsetten tkin^* 
-p-a oommon tern of derimoii. - 

OifSTBAS, Omstid, the biaidings on a farm-*« station or stay 
near the house for cattie or stadu. Sax tm^ and tied, 
locus. 

Onv, Omitt, any.-^ONmr-mr-UKB, toleraUe, ^eeent, likdy. 

Oo, often pronouniced f» ; as hock, 6uA ; lo<^, Imk ; took, 
tidk. 

OoL, Owl, wool. Had the learned authinr of the Commen* 
taries on the Laws of England knoMm this, he need notv 
have gone so far to seek the meaning of what he calls 
owling, V, Blackstone, vol. iv. p. 154. 

Oppkn, to open.— Oppent, opened. 

Orndorns, ** afternoon's drinkings, eomipted from onederim,^* 
Ray, who gives it as a CunA, word. Owmder is used in 
some parts of the North, for the afternoon ; which may be 
the same as Chaucer's undem; and in a list of words 
communicated to me by a friend, a native of Cumberland, 
I find omditinery afternoon's lundieon—onwiip^er, after- 
supper^s refection. 

OsKEN, an oxgang of land — ^varying in quantity. 

OrHEBGArrs, Othbrgei^, otherwise, diflerent. 

If Sir Toby had not been in drink, he would have 
tickled you othergatet than he did. 

Shak. Twelfth Night 

OusEN, Owsen, oxen. M(£.-Got. aidune. 

He has gowd in his cofiers, he has <mten and kine, 
And ae bonie lassie, his darling and mine.— jSunM. 

OuT-AT-THB-ELBOiws, in decUmng dnoumstanees. 
OuT*BY, a short way from home, not Hmt -distaAt. 
Out-fall, a quaird, a nuaunderstaiiding. To/aU out, Sw. 
. ii(^, a hostile excursion. 



y 



\5e OUTO 

OirrooiNOty tynonymoiu with Outlat, wliidi tee. 

OuTiNOy an ■iiiiig» going from home. Sw. nitaeg, an expedi- 
tioa abroad. Alio an entertainment or supper given by 
an apprentice to his ahopmatet, on the expiration of his 
■ervitude. 

OuTL4Y» expenditure. Dr. Jam. refers to Sw. uilaggOy to ex- 
pend ; whence Mtlaga^ tax ; Mtlagar, expenditure. 

OrropoNNOty oa Oot-upom-hbr ! an inteijectional term of 
reproach, or abhorrence. 

But omt upom this ha1f-&c*d fellowship. 

Shak. Firtt Part of King Henry IV, 

Out o' thb way, uncommon, exorbitant, wayward. 

OuTEAKB, a free passage for sheep from inclosed pastures 

into open grounds or common lands. Sax. u^rcrazn, ex- 

tendere. Dr. Willan, however, thinks that, in writing the 

' word out'irack, we should perhaps exhibit the rjght mode 

of spelling, as well as the derivation of it. 

OuTSHOTS, projections of the upper stories of old houses, in 
Newcastle; of which there used to be several. A few 
still remain. 

Oft in a house decay'd with age. 
Which scarce will bear the winter's rage ; 
Whose crazy ouUhoU threat*ning hing 
About their ears, a peal to ring. 

DetcriptUm ofSandgate. 

OuTWALE, refuse. See Wale. 

Over it, to recover from an illness. " Vm sadly afraid she'll 

never over it" 
OvERGET, to OYertake-~cwer4ake. ^ He is but a little before, 

you will soon over-get him.** 
OvERMiCKLE, OwERMiCKLE, ovenuuch. Sax. ofer-miceL 
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Owe, to bdong to. An old sense of the word. 

Thou dost here usurp 
The name thou o»*f^ not. 

Shak* Tempest. 

OwER, over. — Out-ower, across. — Ower-bt, over the way. 

OwsE, any thmg ; contrary to nowse, 

Ovrr, Ought, any thing. Sax. ovAU, 

OwTHER, OwETHER, Oather, either. An old word. ** Omk 

ther on i«"— either of us. 
Ox-eye, the greater titmouse. Parus major, Linnseus. 
OxLiP, the greater cowslip. Sax. oxan^ppa, 

I know a bank where the wild thyme blows. 
Where oxUps and the nodding violets grows. 

Shdk. Mid. Night's Dream. 

OxTAR, Oxter, the arm pit.. Sax. oxtaiu Pegge, however, 
thinks it should perhaps be written Hockster, quasi the 
hock of the arm, or the lesser hock. 

Ote, a grandchild. V. Jamieson, oe. 

Oysters. Ee-shee-ke-le-kaul-er-Oysteers, the famous cry 
of the elder oyster-wenches, in Newcastle ; but now rarely 
carried to this musical extent. Bewick has figured two 
of these dames in a tail piece to his Land Birds, edit. 18^1, 
p. 20. 

P. 

• 

Pack, the warehouse of a pedlar. " Perish the Pack** was a 

well known character in Newcastle, a few years ago. See 

Packman, and Pedder. 
Packing-penny-day, the last day of the fair ; when all the 

cheap bargains are to be had. Newc. 
Packman, a pedlar — a man who carries a pa^k on his back. 

—Many persons in Newcastle, now enjoying otium cum 
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digmUU, are linally descended from ^Hir*iii«i— through no 
very remote ((enealogy. 

Honour and ahame fhnn no condition rise ; 

Act wen your part— there all the honour lie«— Pd;,^. 

Paddick* or Paddoce, a firog. Sax. pad, pada. Never a 
toad. 

Faddoekett todes, and water-anakes. 

Chapmm, CtEmr and Pompey. 
Paddock ca]ls..«JM;. MtuAdh. 

Paddls, an iron iaatroment for clearing away dirt, a acraper. 
Paddock, a amall field or park adjoining to, or surrounding a 
, house. Sax. |M«rroc, jMmic. In Wostmorlaad, jporrwrit, 

evidently the proper word, is a common name for an in- 

ciosure near a (arm house. 
Paddock-stool, or srtnrL, a fungus often mistaken for a 

mushroom. Teut. paddenf^oeL 
Pad-the-hoop, to walk. ** As aw cuddent get a ride, aw was 

'bliged txipadtke ioofr 
Paffuno, silly, trifling. ** A pafiling fellow." 
Paik, to beat, to chastise. Germ, pauken, — Paiks, Paikes, a 

beating, a dnibbing. F, Jam. 
Painches, tripe. From paunch, — Painch-wives, Paincher- 

wivES, tripe women. Newc, 
Palaver, v, to use a great many unnecessary words. — Pala- 
ver, t, needless talk. Span, palabra, a word; palabrero, 

talkative, full of prate, loquacious. 
Paltbrley, Palterey, paltry. 
Pan, to match, to agree, to assimilate. Dr. Willan seems to 

think this must be borrowed from cookery : — the author of 

the Crav. Gloss, from Sax.'/^an, a piece of doth inserted 

or agreeing with another. But iee Ray. 
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Pancakb-Toesdat, Shrove Tuesday^ on which it is a general 
custom in the North to have pancakes. Former^, in 
Newcastle, the great bell of St. Nicholas was tolled at 
twelve o'clock at poon ; when die shops and offices were 
immediately closed, and a little carnival ensued for the 
remainder of the day. It is still a sort of half holidi^r. 

Pam«, to fill, to stuC — Pang-pull, crammed with food. Teut. 
Aofig/i^ premere. 

Next, to the tents we hied, Ce get 
Sum stufibi for wor bags, man ; 

Wi* flesh we gaily parted wor hides— 
Smok*d anowse but pattien shag, mm. 

Song, X. r. Z' 

Pant^ a public fountain. In Newcasde they are of a particu- 
lar construction, having a reservoif before them for retain- 
ing the water. According to Skinner, p<md was anciently 
pronounced pond, which may be derived from Sax. pyndan, 
to inclose or shut up, and which might easily get changed 
to pani. See a representation of a North country pant, 
in Bewick's ^sop, p. 334. 

Pabct-akd, the sign or contraction ^. 

Parfit, perfect, entire. Fr. parfaiL Used by Chaucer. 

Parget, to plaster chimnies with a mixture of cow dung, &c ; 
formerlythe common term for plaiatering the roofe of rooms, 
r . A apes. 

Parlous, perilous, dangerous, wonderful — also acute, clever, 
shiewd. ' Ab old word.--PARLisH, a variation in dialect. 

A parJeut hoy I'^^gp to^ you are too shrewd. 

SSkak, KiagMkbard III. 

Parmsmbd, perukedy starved, mudi «0eeted by cold. — Par^ 
RisHMSNT, a state of starvation. '' He'i getHm a parrish^ 
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PAn» r. to raiie, to lift up, to opeo with violence. Fr. pcMer^ 
to weigh.— Pabb» «. a lever. 

Pasb, «. to bruiMy to crush, to dash in pieces.— Pash, «. any 
thing decayed. ** A9 rotten a$ patlC^ — ** Am soft as poihJ* 

Pasu, a fiUl of rain or snow. Dut. pUu. 

pAsn-BOOSy eggs boiled hard, and dyed or stained various 
colours — given to children to amuse themselves with about 
the time of Easter. The custom of presenting eggs at this 
season of the year is of great antiquity, and permled va- 
rious nations. Su.* Grot, ptuk^egg, V, Ihre. vol. i. p. 390. 
Dan. paaske^agf coioiu^d ^ggs. See much curious matter 
relative to this sulgect, in Brand's Pop. Antiq. vol. L easter 

Pate, a brock or badger. V, Ray. 

Paukv, saucy, squeam^, scrupulously nice — also proud, in- 
solent, artful. Q, Sax^ ptecanf mentm? 

Paul, to puzzle. Poxe is used in the same sense. 

Pai)t, V, to paw, to walk heavily or awkwardly, to kick. — 
Paut, «. a stroke on the ground with the foot. Teut. 
pad, planta pedis. 

PaWp, the foot — particularly a clumsy one. — Paupin, Paup- 
iNG, walking awkwardly. 

Paws, the hands. " Keep yor paw* off" 

Pat, to beat, to drub. " The rascal pays his wife." — Pats, 
a beating, a drubbing. Welsh, pwyaw, to beat, to batter. 

Two, I am sure, I hxvepaid, 

Shak. Fint Pari of King Henry IV. 

Pea, or Pee-jacket, a loose rough jacket or short covering ; 
much used in severe weather by mariners, and by watermen 
on the Tyne. It was formerly the holiday outer^rest of 
the keelmen. 
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pEAft-erRAW, a rasdc love charm. A Cumbrian ^l^i^a 
her lover proves nnfiuthfiil to her, is t»y way of consola- 
tton, rubbed with pea&^iraw by the neighbouring lads; 
and when a Cumbrian youth loses his sweetheart, by her 
nuirriage with a rival, the same sort of comfort is adminis- 
tered to (lim by the lasses of the village. — Note, in Ander^ 
son*s Bailads. 
Pea->swad« or Swad, the husk that contains peas^ 
Peddbb, Pether, or Pbthub, a pedlar— a travelling merchant. 
Pee, to squint, to spy with one eye— -to look through con« 

tracted eye-lid8.-^PEE2>, blind of aii eye. * 
Pee-dee, a young lad in a keel, who has charge of the rudder. 
In other respects, something amilar to the cabin-boy of a 
ship. Often called by a name too coarse for insertion. 
Peel, a place of strength— a fortified bdlduig. Saac pU, 
moles. 

Within mj own recollection ahnost every old house 
in the dales of Bede and Tyne was what is called 
a Peel house, built for securing its inhabitants 
and their cattle in the moss-trooping times. 
Hedle^t Archasologia jEliana, vol. i. p, 243. 

The Northumberland Peel houses were of two stories— 

the first arched over, into which the cattle were driven ; 

but a Pe^, according to the proper sense of the term,, sig- 

nifies a Gothic strong-hold, the defences of which are of 
• earth nuxed with timber, strengthened mib piles or paU- 

MdCrj, such as was. common on the Continent at a very 

early period. 
Peelings, parings. ^ Apple peelings" — *^ Potatoe peelings." 
pBENGOfa, PlMOENQ^ Uttering feeble, firequent, and somewhat 

peevish complaints. '*A peei^jing bmrtC*'^^ whining 

child. Teut. pjfni^henf affligera 
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Pebz-weep, Peb-m^t, the lapwing, or bastard plover. TMnga 

vaneUuty Lin. V. Wilb. appendix. 
Peo, v. to beat with sharp knuckles. Isl. ptakoy tundere.— 

Peg," #. a blow or thump. 
Pblch, faint, indisposed, exhausted. 
Pell-mell, quicL See its other meanings in Todd's John. 
Pet, a domesticated lamb — a spoiled, pampered child — a fond- 

ling designation for a female fevourite. Old play writers 

use peaty in the latter sense. 

Petted, fondled, indulged. ** What a petted child." 

Pick, to pitch, to throw. Su.-Got. pkhtty minutis ictibus 

tundere. 

IM make a quarry 

With thousands of these quarter'd sbves, as high 

As I could j^X; my lance.-~MS%aXr. Corioilafma. 

Pick-fork, a hay fork, a sort of grape. See Grape. 
Pick-night, dismal, dark as pitch. Shakspeare and later 
writers use pitchy ^ in the same sense. 

Then aw met yor Ben, an* we were like to fight ; 
An* when we cam to Sandgate it ytiji pkik^mghL 

Song, Maw Canny Hinny, 

Pickle, a small quantity^ a little. 

PiCKLET, or Pikelet, a small round light cake — a sort of 
muffin. 

Picks, the suit of diamonds at cards. Grose erroneously says 
spades. Brand pretends to seek a derivation in the re- 
semblance which the diamond bears to a mill-pick^ as 
futUt are sometimes called in Heraldry. 

PiCKTREE, PiGCREE, Or PiGERT, a pig-Sty. 

Piece, a Httle while. ** Stay a piece and then aw will.* 

Pifle, to filch, to steal. From pilfer. 

Pike, v. to pick, to select, to chuse. Dut. picken. 
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Pike, or Hat-pike, s. See Hat-makin6. 

PiN<;oDD, or Prin-codd, a pin-cushion. See Codd. 

PiMCH-GUT, a penurious person«>-a covetous^ miserable 
wretch. 

Pink, small. ** Aw never saw sic a Hnk-eed body.'* 

PiNKET, very small. Dut. pinkfe, — Pinkey-winket, the 
smallest imaginable. 

PiN-PANNiEBLY-FELLow, a miserable, covetous, suspicious fel- 
low, one who (nns up or festens his paniers and baskets. 
— Grote, 

Piper, a minstrel. Northumberland, Sax. fipere. The 
. noble house of Percy still retain pipers in their service. 
They wear, on the right arm, a silver crescent, granted as 
a badge to the fignfly, for having taken the Turkish stand- 
ard, in an. expedition against the Saracens, in the Holy 
Land : — attend the courts-leet and fairs held for the Lord : 
— and pay suit and semce at Alnwick castle. Their in- 
strument is the ancient Northumbrian bag-pipe, different 
in form and execution from the Scotch ; it being much 
. smaller, and blown, not with the breath, but by a pair of 
bellows fixed under th^ left arm. 

With wassail, mirth, and revelry 

The castle rung around : 
Lard Percy calPd &ft song and harp, 

And pipes of martial sound. 

The minstrels ef thy noble house. 

All dad in robes of blue. 
With silver crescents on their arms. 

Attend in order due. 

The Hermit rf Warkw&rih, 

PiPBSTOPPiL, a fragment of the shank of a tobacco-pipe. 
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Piping-hot, eztrem^ hot. '* Pie$y piptng-kot 

^ The honour thou hast got 
To spick and span new, fip,f^'hoiL 

Butler, ffudibnu. 

PiFKiK, or PiDKiN, a small earthen vessel with a imndie fivm 
ime nde, 

P***#*G ON A Grate. Women transported with rage and 
wackedness sometimes threaten thdr deadly enemies in this 
manner. A clergyman, in Northumberland, informed me 
that he had heard of a person who was actually gfuilty of 
such a revenge. Many old customs tatt harmless ; but this 
is composed of nothing but horrible materials. 

Pitman, a collier — a man who works in a coal pU. 

PiTTEB-PATTER, to beat incessantly, like rain. 

PiTTY-PATTT» palpitation, a quick movement of the heart. 
Pitapat is classical. 

Plash, v. to splash. Su.-Got.|iAii&<i. — Plash, #. a small pool 
of water. — Plash of rain, a heavy fall or severe shower. 
Dut. pkuregen. 

pLfiACH, to bind a hedge. F. Su£fl Words, pkuh, 

Plban, to complain. An old word. 

Plban, or Pleany-pye, a tell-tale, or prating gossip. Pletg- 
nen occurs in Grower. < 

Plknish, or Plennish, to furnish a house. 

Plenishing, or Plsnnishing, household furniture. Q. Lat. 
plentuf 

Plodgb, to wade through water, to plunge. 

Plooky, Plooky-facbd, pimpled. Gad./^/ttcan, a pimple. 

Phokjfn fioaky, tare your cheeks. 
And plooky is your dun. 

Ballad, iSir^tf^ le JBkmd. 
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Plote, to plucky to chide veheihently. '* See how she plote$ 

him." 
PLOUTBRy VumTEK, to wado through water or mire, to be 

engaged in any dirty work. Teut. plotsen. Germ.plo" 

dem, 
PtX)WDiN6y wading through thick and thin. Dut. pUtegen,-^ 

See Ploutbr. 
Plot, a harmless frolic in which a party is engaged ; a merry 

meeting. Dr. Jam. is inclined to view this word as formecf 

from Sax. plegany to pky. * 
Plufp, Plbugh, a plough. Su.-Got. phg* Germ« fiflug, — 

This gives me an opportunity of presenting to the reader 

a genuine Northumbrian spedmen of an agricultural re'> 

proof; communicated to me by a friend. 

«« Ye ill fiff'd body ye ! ye pretend to guide the plt^I 
to leeve a s&et a bSaks in aa the &f quarter. 1*11 
ha ne mair o* thee ! Se ye may gang at the Fair, 
honest man ! Thou mun de't better nor that, 
else thou may gang heame.** 

PocK-ARRBDi OR PocK-ARRD, pitted with the small-pox. It 
might be thought puckered, but the a is distinctly pro- 
nounced and accented. Germ, pochennarbig. See Arr. 

Pock-FRETTEN, marked with the small^pox. 

Po-HEAD, Po-HEED, Pow-HEAD, a tad*pole, or young toad. 

Poke, to stpop. "To poke the head.*' 

Poke, a bag, a sack. ** A pig in a poke^* — ^an old Northern 
idiom. 8ajL,pocca, a pouch. Isl. poki, saccus. Teut. 

Poked, ofiended, piqued. " Aufve poked him, sareP 

poKBR AND Tongs, when a horse strikes the hind against the 

fore shoe. 
PooMBB, any thing veiylaige. *^ Ee / what a poomer,** 
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Poor Body ! poor creature. A common colloquial expres- 
sion of sympathy. 

Poorly, indifierent in health. — Very poorly, very unwelL 

PoR^PoRE, a poker for stirring the fire. Teut. jporr^ ur- 
gere, compellere. ' 

PoRRAGE, Porridge, hasty-pudding— oatmeal mixed in boil- 
ing water, and stirred on the fire till it be considerably 
thickened. 

Porridge after meat ! 

Shak. Troibu and Crenida, 

PoRTMANTLB, a portuumteau. Originally a bag for a cloak or 
mawUe. 

Posey, Posie, a bunch of flowers, a nosegay. A genuine 
North country word. 

« 

Now all prepared and ready stand. 
With fiins and pones in their hand. 

The Corner's Wedding. 

Poss, to dash violently in the water. " To pou clothes" 

" A post tub." " Aw poss'd hin^ ower heed^ 
PoT-CLEPs, pot-hooks. Ray says, firom clip or dap, because 

they clap or catch hold of the pot. 
PoTTiCAR, PoTECARY, PoTHECARY, an apothccary. In the 
ancient mode of writing this word, the A was omitted. See 
Bewick's iBsop. p. 36. 
PoTTiNGER, a coarse earthen-ware pot, with a handle. Por^^ 

ringer, 
Pou, Poo, PooGH, to pull. " Poo away me iads,** 
PouK, to strike ; or rather to push. 

He*8 grown sae weel acquaint wi* Buchan, 

An* ither chaps. 
The weans baud out their fingers laughin, ' 

Aad pouk my hips. 
JBurust Death and Doet9r Hornbook. 
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PoWy the pate, the head. ^* Aw*l rattle ^or pow,** 

Albeit my p(m was bald and bare^— AimMi^. 

* 

PowsoopT, suet pudding placed under a roast. 

Prentice, an apprentice. An ancient mode of contracting the 

word. Heywood's play of the Four Prenticet of London. 
Prickle, a basket or measure of wicker work among fruiterers. 

Fonnerly made of briers; hence, perhaps, the name. 
Prickt, decayed ; said of wine having a tendency to sour. 
Prig, to plead hard in a bargain, to higgle in price. Dut. 

prachen, to b^.- 
Priggish, vain, conceited^ afiected, coxcomical. 
Prime, a little intoxicated, ready for action or business. Both 

in a metaphorical sense. 
pRiN, a pin. Isl. prion, acus capitata. Dan. preen. - Dr. 

Jam. has satisfiwtonly proved that this is no corruption.' 
pRiNCOX, a pert or forward fellow. V, Todd's John. 
Prith Enow ! a frequent supplication. Pray thee now. 

Away ! I prithee^ leave me. — RowCf Jane Shore. 

Prod, a prick, a skewer. Su.-Got. brodd, aculeus. 

Prog, Proggle, p. to prick, to prickle. Isl. brydda, pungere. 

Prog, *. a prick. — Progly, a. prickly. 

Pross, talk, conversation — ^rather of the gossiping kind. ^ Let 
us have a bU ofpross.*^ 

Proud, luxuriant. "Corn's varra proud." Crav. Gloss. 

P's AND Q's,« nicety of behaviour; an observance of all due 
formalities. Perhaps from a French injunction to make 
proper obeisances, ** Soyez attendfs a vos pies et vot cues ; 
in other words, mind your P*s and Q'«." 

PuBBLE, full, plump ; usuaUy spoken of com or fruit in oppo- 
sition to fantome — any thing fat, or distended. 

Pucker, flutter, agitation, " What a pucker he's in." A fi- 
gurative application of the word. 
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PiroGT, moist; furisng from gende perapinitkni^ ^^PHg9 

hand." 
PuLK, a hole of standing water — a puddle. 
PuLLEK, poultry. An old word. V, Todd's John. The Pul* 

len market in Newcastle. 
PuMHSL, OR PoMiiEL, to beat severely, to chastise with the fist. 

For your pate I would pmmneL 

Beaum, ^ Fid, Four Plays in One, 

PinrcH, to strike with the feet. '' Don't punch so.' 
PuND, apound. Welsh, j{>«jrf. " One jwik/ two.' 
PuN-FAUD, or Pm-FACB, a pinfold. Sax. pymUm, to indose. 
Punt, small, weak, sickly. ** A puny hairn." Fr.puimei 

hence Eng. puisne^ inferior, lower in rank. 
PuoT, Pity, or Poun, a long pole, with an iron spike, or spikes, 
at the end, used in propelling keeU in shallow water, or 
when it is inconvenient to use sails or oan. Span, i^poyob 
PuRDY, a little thickset fellow. I owe this word to the com* 
munication of a friend in the County of Duriiam, who first 
heard it at Barnard-Castle. On ascertaining the meaning 
the following dialogue took place. 

Q. What does |wri^ mean ? 

A. A Httle &iroiUm up thing like a Jack at Warit. 

Q. What's that ? 

A. Something like a lime burner, 

Q, What is a lime burner ? 

A, Oh nobbit a Kendal ttockener. 

Q. What is that ? 

A. A mUe Ihkk^-teijmw. 

Moor has purdy, proud, ostentatious ; and I have been 
told, since this article was written, that pqwsey is used in 
nearly the same sense as purdy, 
PuBSLT, quite well. • How it tah f^'^Purefy, ihenk ye^ 
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PimucuB, a flourish in writing. " A «pang and purEcue." 

Fr. pour le queue. V. Jam. 
Puss, PussEY, Pdssby-cat, a cat, a hare. " Poor little puuey^ 
Pdt, to push, to propel. Welsh, pwtiaw. " He puts weelJ' 
PuzzEN, poison. " That rum*t tarindy puzzen.** 
Pr anuct, Pitnbt, a magpie. Welsh, phden. See Mabgy. 
Pyrehy-dancses. See MeEey-dancers. 

Q. 

Quail, to fiiil, to fall sick, to faint. Teut. quelen, to langubh. 
V. Nares, for examples of its ancient use. 

Quandary, a cBlemma, an unpleasant predicament, a state of 
perplexity. Skinner's derivation from Fo qu^en diraije, 
is adopted in Todd's John. But the pronoun (nominative) 
wad often left out by old French vnriters, which would here 
make the derivation more accurate— <7tf'efi dirai ? 

Quean, a term of abuse to a female**— sometimes implying the 
most disgraceful name that can be applied to the sex. 
MQe.*Got. quenw, queru. Sax. cwen, a wench— though 
not primarily used in a reproachful sense. 

A witch, a quean, an old cozening qitean. 

Shak, Mer. Wwet of Wimhor. 

Queer, a quire of paper. Old Eng. quaire. Old Fr. quayer. 
Quern, a hand mill. One of our oldest words. Su.-Got. 
quern. Teut. queme. See Kern. 

Wheras they made him at the gueme grind. 

Chaucer, Monkes Tale, 

Skim milk ; and sometimes labour in the quern. 
And bootless make the breathless housewife churn. 

Shdk, Mid. Night's Dream. 

Capell ridiculously supposed that quern here meant chum. 
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QuiiBT, confounded, dejected. 

Quonir, Qcoarn, corn. ^ The qwonC$ now gie&m up^^-^varry 

R. 

Rabblb, to spedc in a confined manner. Teut. riMeUn^ 

blaterare. 
RiBBLnraiT, a crowd, the mob. A very old word. 
Rack, v. to care. ** Kcver raeV^ — never care. V, Ray. 

Cornish, radt^ care. 
Rack, «. a trace. Our great dramatic poet, in a well-known 

passage in the Tempest, says, ** leave not a rack behind*' ; 

that is, not a trace — whatever the commentators' may be 

pleased to say to the contrary. 
Rack, $. the clouds ; or rather the tradQ in which they move. 

Sax. rec, vapour. Archdeacon Nares is mistaken in think- 
ing the word not now in use. 

But, as we often see, against some storm, 
A silence in the heavens, the rack stand still. 
The bold winds speechless, and the orb below 
As hush as death. Shdk. Hamlet, 

Racklbss, thoughtless, careless, improvident. Old Eng. 

retchieu, reckdeu. Sax, recce4eas» 
Raff, a low fellow.— Riff-raff, an alliterate term of reproach 

the rabble. Dan. riptraps, the dr^ of the people. 

Raff-merchant, a timber-merchant. Raft-merchBsiU 
Raffuno, idle, worthless. " A rqffling ch^." 
Rag, to rate, to reproach. Isl. raega, to accuse.— Bully- 
Rao, the same. 
Ragabash, low, idle people— such as are generally in rags. 
Ridibish is used in the same sense. Both may be said to 
be synonymous with ragamiiffint. 
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Rageous, in a rage, m excessive pain, violent. 

Rake, to cover, to gather together. To rake the fire^ is to 

supply it with coals, or to put it in such a condition that 

it may continue burning all night, so as to be ready in the 

morning — a common practice in many kitchens in the 

North, where coals are plentiful. Shakspeare uses the 

word in this sense, when, in King Lear, he makes Edgar 

say. 

Here, in the sands 

Thee I'll rake up^-AcL IV. Sc. 6. 

Ram, fistid, acrid, pungent. Isl. rammr, amarus. " A ram 
smell"—" A ram taste," 

Rame, to cry, to ask over and over again in a teazing man- 
ner. Sax« hreamy clamor. Su.-Got. raama^ clamare.-^ 
Raming, crying ; especially as denotii^ reiteration of the 
same sound. " What are yah ramir^ at yah little dirty 
baggage?" 

Rame, or Rawm, to reach any thing awkwardly or greedily, to 
stretch after. Teut. raemen, extendere, distendere. 

Ramlin-lad, a tall fisist growing youth, a hobblety^hoy. 

Rampadge, to prance about furiously, to make a great noise 
or disturbance. 

Ramshackle, Ramsheckle, to search narrowly, to ransack. — 
Ranskackle is an old word for plunder. 

Randy, t, a vulgar, brawling woman, a termagant. 

Randy, a, boisterous, obstreperous, disorderly. 

Rank, thick, or many things or people together. Sax. ranc. 

Rannei^balk, a beam or bar across a chimney on which 
boilers are hung. 

Ranty, riotous, in high spirits, disorderly. — Ranty-tanty, 
in great wrath, in a violent passion. 

Rape, a rope. M(£.«Got. rayp. Sax. rap. 
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Rapieiudance, nearly the same as the sword-dance of the 
andent Scandinavians, or is that described by Tadtixs 
among the Crermans. See a full account of it, in Archaeo- 
logia, vol. xvii. p. 155. 

Rash, dry ; as raih-cam^-^coTn so dry in the straw that it Mis 
out without handling. 

Rasher, a rush. Sax. resce, — A rasher^ap^ a rather'ducket^, 
a rasher^whip ; articles made of rushes. 

Rasps, both the bush and the fruit. 

Ratch, a straight line of a navigable river ; as the Long Ratch^ 
in the Tyne. This word is politely, but impurely, pro- 
nounced Reach, The keelmen generally say Rack, It is, 
perhaps, properly Rack, 

Rather To have rather is a common North country expres- 
sion, when a preference is desired. See Dr. Johnson's 6th 
sense of rather. * The corruption may be thus traced. It 
is customary to contract both / wotdd and / had into Fd, 
I had rather was probably first used as a false translation 
for Fd rather y written for I would rather ; an4 when I had 
rather was once recdved, to have rather followed of course. 

Ratler, a great lie, an abominable &lsehood. ^That's a 
ratler:' 

Ratten, Ratton, a rat. Span, raton. • 

Rattle, to strike or chastise. ** Aw*ll rattle yor cannister.*' 
Mere cant. 

Rattlepate, Rattlescap, Rattlescaup, a giddy, thought- 
less, volatile person. 

Rauk, to mark with lines, to scratch. *' Dont rauk the table?" 
I am told ratch is also used in the same sense. Q, Isl. 
rasha, frangere ? 

Raw, a row of buildings, a sort of street. ^ Pether-Rav^*'^ 
*' Shiney-Raw,^* Sax. rtBweh Old Eng. rew. 
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Ra:^, to stretch out, to enlarge, to reach. To rax onegeff', is 
to extend the limbs, after sleep or long, sitting. Sax. 
r^Bcean, porrigere. As applied to the weather, to ror out, 
means to clear up. 

Rbad, Redb, counsel, odvice. Sax. r^gd, 

Bbap, a bundle of com, parcels <^ which are laid by the rea- 
pers tp be gathered into sheaves^ by the binders in harvest 
time. Sax. r^M, ripe. 

Rbast, restiyeness. — ^Rbastt, restive* stubborn* Old Eng. 
resHe. " A reasty horse." 

RsASTY, randd. Sax. rustkm, to contract rust. 

And then came haltyng Jone, 

And brought a gambone 

Of bakon that was reatty^-^-Skekoii. 

RsAYE^ to take away, to bereave. Sax. reqfgany to rob. 

Rbavel, or Raffu, to entangle, to knot confusedly together, 
to ravel. ** A reaveled hani^* — a twisted skain. 

Rbckning, the score at a public house. Eedkonmg, 

Reckon, to suppose, to conjecture, to conclude. *' I reckon 
he'll come"— "< I reckom I shall.*' 

Red, to put in order, to dear, to disentangle. ^ To red up 
the house." Su.«Oot. redo, explicare. 

Redding-comb, a comb for the hair. 

RsAOB, a calTs stomach, used for rennet. Teut. roode. 

Reed, o. red. Sax. read, Reeder, redder. 

Reek, «. to smoke. Sax. recan. — Reek, s. smoke. Sax. 
rec. — Rebk-pbnnt, a modus paid to the dei^ in many 
parts of Northumberland and Durham for fire wood. Cal- 
led also gmoke-pewny, and hearth^penny. See Tomlins' 
Law IMct. emoke-nlper. Reek is also a term for money. 

Rbbkino-crook, a sort of crane or crook over the fire to sup* 
port boilers exposed to the smoke. 
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Reet, right. Both as gubstantive and adjective, 

Reet, t, a Wright, or carpenter. ** A cart^reef* — ^ a miU-reet," 

Sax. wryhta, 
Reet, sane in mind. R^ht, — Not reet, not in the exercise 

of sound reason. Not right. Germ, nicht recht. 
Reins, balks or portions of grass land in arable fields. 
Rench, to rinse. Isl. hreinsa, to make clean. 
Render, to separate, to melt down, to dissolve any thing &t 

by the heat of the fire. V, Jam. rind; and Wilb. render. 
Renegate, a reprobate, a runagate ; applied to any unsteady 

character. The old way of writing renegado. 

A fidse knight, and a renegate, 

Gcwer^ de Confess. Anumt, 

Renty, well sh^ed; spoken of horses or homed cattle. 

Respectively, for respectfully. I h^d a correspondent — ^by 
no means deficient in leam^ig — ^who invariably subscribed 
himself '^ yours retpecHvely?^ He, perhaps, relied on the 
authority of Shak. and Beaum. and Flet. , 

Rheumatiz, the rheumatism. Moor has rimmittis. 

Rice, brushwood for the purpose of hedging. Isl. hri^t. Su.- 
Got. rig. Germ, rets, a twig. — Stake and rice, a sort of 
wattled fence. ** £h i what a dike ! what a ttake and 
rice he loupt." 

Riddle, a coarse sieve with large interstices; much used 
about farm-houses. Sax. hriddeL Welsh rhidyU, The 
vulgar, in many parts, have an abominable practice of 
using a riddle and a pair ofthears in divination. If they 
have had any thing stolen fi*om them, the riddle and shears 
are sure to be resorted to. A similar mode of discovering 
thieves, or others suspected of any crime, prevailed among 
the Crreeks. V, Potter, Gr. Antiq. vol. i. p. 35^. 
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Rife, abounding, common, prevalent. Sax. rt/f. Dr. John- 
son is mistaken in confining the use of this word to epi- 
demical distempers ; and Archdeacon Nares (who points 
out Mr. Dibdin's very erroneous explanation) is equally in 
error in inking it obsolete. 

There is a brieC how many spcvts are Hfi. 

Shak. Mid. Nigfd't Dream. 

This reading occurs in most of the old editions — I be- 
lieve in all but one. The modem ecfitors, however, 
without any sufficient reason, read rtfie. 

Rift, v. to belch. Dan. raever. — Rift, «. an eructation. 
Dan. raeven. 

Rift; v. to plough out grass land. Su«-Got. r^wa. 

Rio, a wanton. — To run the rig, to tdze, to banter, to ridi- 
cule. 

Rio, a ridge^ an eminence. Sax. hricg, Isl. hriggr, Su.- 
Got. rygg. 

Rio and Fur, ribbed ; as rig andfw^d stockings, fiielge and 
/utraw, 

RiooELT, RiGGOT, an imperfect ram, or any other animal half 
castrated. " A riggot^ram" — ** a riggot-hort^^ — ^ a riggot' 
buUr 

RiGGiN, the ridge of a house. Sax. hricg, fastigium. — Rig- 
GiN-TEBB, the beam along the roof. *' See, he^s geiHn him^ 
sel seated acrou the r^ggm tree** 

RiLB, to render turbid, to vex, to disturb. 

Rim, Bxlly-rim, the membrane inclosing the intestines. 
** Mind dinna bruit yor heUy^rtnC* — a caution among the 
vulgar in Northumberland. 

F«r I will fetch thy Hm out at thy throat. 

In drops of cximson blood. Shak. Hen. V: 
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The ongin«l readkig, says K«res, » rywtmr, whkh Capdi, 
judging from tbe nain object of the speaker, bcJdly pro^ 
Dounced to Agnify money; others have wi^ed to read 
ryauv but that term k probaUy not of such antiquity x and 
the conjecture supposes the origioai word to be printed 
rymy which it is not. Pistol, with a very vague notion of 
the anatomical meaning of rymme, seems to use it in a 
general way for any part of the intestines ; his object be- 
ing to terrify his prisoner. 

RniB, Frost-roib, fiosen dew, hoar fitwt. Sax. ren^ rain. 

Rip, a proffigate — aoy thing base or worthless^ *' A r^ of 
a feilow"— ^ A rip of a horse." 

Rife, to search, to steal privately, to plunder. *^ She riped 
my pockets"-"^** He riped the nest." Sax. htypariy &-^ 
suere. 

RipPLB, to clean ; applied to flax. Su.-Got. repa lin, linum 
, vellere. Teut. repen^ stringere semen tim. 

Rive, v. to devour. ** What are you riving and earing in that 
manner for?" 

Rtve, «. a rent or tear. IsL rj^. The verb rive, to split, has 
long been used in our language. 

Robin, the popular name of the ruddock or redbreast. The 
innocence, tameness, and its approach in a season when 
its sustenance is precarious, may be the reason tha^ this 
bird is so much pitied and respected. Ilie author of the 
old ballad of The Children in tie Wood, sheeted ike red 
breast as an object of sympadiy, bo doubt for the causes 
here dted ; but I am inf(»iB^ that about Heworth, near 
Newcastle, it is considered as a tnrd of bad omen. 

RoGGLE, to shake, to jumble. 

Roister, to behave turbuleatily, to moke a greet toise, to in- 
dulge in jollity^ 
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BottTEBBR, a toriyiiiait, mngganog, and uncontroulable per- 
800. Junius rekn to Ld. Milffr, a vkJent mta; but 
I am inclined, with Dr. Jandeaon, to look to Baiti. Lat. 
BuMiarUf the same intfa Rvtam (old Fr. goatoy) free 
booten who oonumtted great devastation in Ffanoe, in the 

derenth oentuiy. Thb name was g^yen to the stqwndi- 
aij troops (perhaps some of the same sort of bngands) 
enqdoyed by Kiqg John in his ezterminatiiig expe£tiaa 
into the North— «^iere the castles, towns, and vilb^ges 
were giren to the fhmes by that wicked and pn sillanimo as 
monarch, and the nuseraUe inhabitants abandoned to the 
nmrderoos cnieity of his npadons followers, without re- 
elect of age or ses, rank or profession. 

Book, Bom^, a mist, or fog. Teot. roodc, vzpors — ^Bookt, 
misty, damp. 

Soop,orBoi7P,ahoarBeneaB. Isi. Aiw^y, rodfentio. Boonr, 



Boorr, Bowrr, coarse, or orer rank; said of grass or com 
when in that fltate. CHd. Enig. roytfiift, wild, incgnkr. 

Boan^ to heat, to roast, to bmk over a fire. ''To rotd 
one^s AfaBs.** ^'ToroMTtfae nose.**— Boanun, decayed; 
as a rsiflKetf apple. 
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Rinn, to extol, to bout, to magnify in narration. Isl. rmua, 
multa eAiliie. OornMb, rfti, bwggtny* Hence, perfasps, 
rmmer a great untruth. 



SAOona, afanple^ weak, helpleaa, innocent. Dr. WSkn con- 
Aden that thia epithet mutt ha?e originated after tlie in- 
troduction of the finrourile beverage, sack and sugar; but 
the word nny evidently be traced to Sax. soetem, quietus. 
Isl. s^iauMf innocens. 

Sad, heavy ; particulariy applied to bread when the yeast has 
had no effect. 

Saps, a. sure, certain. ** He*s safe to be hanged." 

Safr, f . a place of security. * An iron mfe,** 

Saw, Same, hog's-iat, goose^^greaae. Welsh, mim, greaae.— 
Fr. tmihdoujt, lard. Shakspeare and other writers use 
tram. 

Saint CrriiBEBT's Duck, the eider duck; or great blads 
and white dude. Asuu moUimma, — Linnaeus. These birda 
are found on the largest of the Fern Islands on the 
Nmthumberland coaat, which is the only i^ace in Eng* 
land where they are known to breed. The feathers are 
remarkably soft and (^ great value. The popular name is 
obviously connected with the cdebrated Saint Cnthbert ; 
who, regardless of all earthly pomp and vanity, resigned 
an episcopal, for an hermitical life — ^retiring to this desert 
isle, where he died. 

Saint Swithin's Day (the 15th of July). The old superstition 
that if it rain on this day, not one of the next forty 
• will be wholly without, is not yet eradicated. T. Brand's 
Pop. Antiq. vcA. i. p. 271, and Nares' GHoss. 

Sairy, poor, pitiable, helpless. Sax. «art, larig. 
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Sally, to move or run from side to side; as is customary with 
the persons on board of a ship after she is launched. 

Samcast, two ridges ploughed together* Dur, Referrible 
to Germ, iammeln, to gather, ztuammen, together. 

Sampleth, a sampler. V, Suff. Words. The author is mis- 
taken in thinking them not still worked. 

SaNdgate-City, a burlesque name for Sandgate, Newcastle ; 
a place of great antiquity, but described by a local poet as 

— — The devil's besom sure. 
With wfiich oft times he sweeps the floor; 
The air's with glass-house smoke infected. 
Confusion of all kinds collected. 

Sandgate-rattle, a peculiar step in vulgar dancing, consist- 
ing of a violent and very quick beating of the toes on the 
floor. 

Sandgate-ring, a particular mode of lighting a tobacco pipe. 

Sawg, a 'song. Pure Saxon. 

$AN6 ! My Samgs ! frequent exclamations, sometimes equiva- 
lent to indeed, but generally implying a threat. " My 
tangt ! but aw will geei/*it** 

Sapscull, a foolish fellow, a blockhead. 

Sare, sore, p^nftd. Sax. sar. Su.-Got. soar, 

Sare, Very much, greatly. Germ, tehr, " It's sare worn." 
«He's«irrafficted." 

^ark, a shirt. Sax. ti/rc, Su.-Got. sark. V, Jam. 

SaRment, a sermon. " We^d a good garment the day.** 

Sartin, sure, positive. — Sartinly, certainly. 

Sattlb, to settle. This vulgar pronunciation is conformable 
to the Saxon origin of the word. Peirs Ploughman uses 
sahtle. 

Sauce, insolence of speech, impertinence. Sauciness, " Don't 
set up yor wuce to me " 
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Saucbiukyki^ having a \ar^ full eye. 

Savoh, Sapp, the nllow ; a species of willow. Fr. t€nJr, 

Skvu the soul. Pure Saxon ; and the ancient mode of writ^ 

iqg the word. 
Saul, the solid substance in the inside of a covered button. 

Fr. mW, <on/, a^fUling. 
Saut, Sote, salt. Sax. seaJL In the pronunciation of many 

of the provincial dialects of the North, the sound of the / 

is omitted. 
Sav£uck, an excrescence from the brier, placed by boys in 

their coat cvtffk, as a charm, to prevent a flogging. 
Saw, to sow. M(s.-Oot. $aian. Sax. tawan. Su.-Ck>t. taa. 

Germ, wen. 
Sat, authority, influence, sway. ** She has all the My." 
ScABr^ Scabik, shabby, mean. ** A tcabt^ fellow." 
Scad, to scald ^Scadding of Peas, a custom in the North 

of boiling the common grey peas in the pods, in a green 

state, and eating them with butter and salt. The company 

often pelt each other with the iwadt. It is sometimes 

called, in consequence, peas and sport. 
ScALB, to spread, to disperse. K. Jam. skail, 

I shall tell you 

A pretty tale ; it may be, you have heard it ; 

But, since it serves my purpose, I will venture 

To scaleH a little more. 

Shak. Coriolttmu, 

Nearly all the commentators have mistaken the meaning 
of to scale* t» I am quite satisfied that it was the author's 
intention to have the tale spread or diffused a little more, 
though some of the hearers mig^t have heard it. If Arch- 
deacon Nares will " weigh as in scales, to estimate aright," 
Mr. Lambe's observations on this passage, and on the 
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means of acqiuring a competent knowledge of the old En- 
glish tongue (Notes on the Battle of Floddon), I enter- 
tain a hope that the learned author of the elaborate and 
valuable Glossary may not be indisposed to alter, in more 
respects than one, the article To Scale, in a future 
ecHtion. 

Scale-land, to break up clots of manure, and to spread them 
and other loose materials about the field. 

ScALE-DisH, a thin dish for skimming milk. 

ScALLioNS, a punishment among boys. To catch the icaBum 
tailsy is to get a good drubbing. 

Scaup, a mean rascal, a fellow devoid of honour or principle^ 

Scamper, to run off. Fr. etcamper, Ital. scampare. Teut. 
tchampen, to slip aside. 

ScANTiSH, scarce.— ScANTLY, sciffcely. 

Scape-grace, a term of reproach — a graceless fellow. 

StAR, a bare and broken place on the side of a mountain, or 
in the high bank of a river. Su.-Got. ^uer, rupes. 

ScARN, Shark, cow-dung. See Cow-sharen. 

Scathe, loss, spoQ, damage. Pure Saxon. Used by Chau- 
cer, Spenser, and Shakspeare. 

Scatter-brained, light-headed. ** A Scatter^n'Md bodif** 

Sconce, a seat at one side of the fire-place in the old large 
open chimney — ^a short partition near the fire upon which 
all the bright utensils in a cottage are suspended. 

Sconce, a beating about the head— sometimes the head itself. 

Scooter, a syringe. See Swirt. 

Scotch Mist, a small soaking rain — such, however, as will 
wet an Englishman to the skin. 

Scout, a high rock. V. Todd's John. 

Scowoer, to mismanage any thing in cooking, to scorch it. 
Grose has fcour^ierV, overheated with working; perhaps 
only a figurative sense of the word. V, Jam. 
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ScRAB, a crab apple.— Scrab-tree, the crab-tree. 
ScRAFFLE, V, to Scramble, to cUmb up. — Scraffle, t, a 
scramble. 
Wey hinny, says aw, weVe a Shot-Tower see hee, 

That biv it ye might tert^ to Heaven ; 
And if on Saiiit Nicholas yie once cus an ee« 
Ye*d crack on*t as lang as ye*re livin. 

Song, Camty Newcaud. 

Scraffle, to be industrious, to struggle.*-ScRAFFUNG, work- 
ing hard to obtain a livelihood. 

ScRANCH, to grind any hard or crackling substance between 
the teeth. Dr. John, says, the Scotch retain it ; so do 
the people in the north of England. 

ScRANCHtTM, thin squares of brittle tpice^ or gingerbread. 

ScRAT, ScRAUT, V, to scTOtch. An old word. — Scrat, «. the 
itch. 

Scrat, an hermaj^rodite. V, Todd's John. 

Scribe, to write. Lat. $cribere, — Scribb of a fen, a- line by 
way of letter. 

Scrimp, v, to spare, to scant. Teut. knrnpen, contraheice.— 
ScRiBip, a. short, scanty, little. 

ScEOO, a stunted bush or shrub. Sax. icrob, £rutex.^-ScROQ» 
GTy full of stunted bushes, thorns, &c. 

ScRUDGE, V, to crowd thickly together, to squeeze.— Scrudgb, 
s. a crowd, a sque^e. On the laying of the foundation- 
stone of the new library of the literary and Philosophical 
Society, by the Duke of Sussex, in 18^, there was the 
greatest tcrudge ever remembered in Newcastle. 
ScRUNTY, short, meagre, stunted. Su.*Got. skrh^ dried. 

Dan. ^ranietiy infirm. 
ScuDDiCK, the lowest measure of value. ** Not worth a scud' 
didkJ* Probably from «c»db. 
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Scuff, or Cuff, the hinder p^ of the neck. V, Wilb. Al« 
so a thump. ** A cigf o* the neck." 

ScuNFisH, to smother, to suffocate. Wood embers, the snuf- 
fing of a candle, sulphur, &c. have tcumfuhing effluvia in 
close room^ Ital. tconfiggere, to discomfit. 

Sear, s. autumn — ^the time of the drying and withering of 
leaves. Sax. searian, to nip, or dry. — Sear, a. dry; op- 
posed to green. 

I have liv'd long enough : my way ofUfe 
Is fiiU'n into the sear, the yellow lea£ 

Skak. Macbeth. 

Dr. Johnson and some other of the commentators on 
Shakspeare object to way of life, and wish to substitue 
May ; but I must confess that I am not convinced by 
their arguments. 

SsAVES,' rushes.^ Seavy-grouno, such as is overgrown with' 
rushes. 

Seck, a sack. " A teck of flour." ** A lech of saw-dust." 

Sbcket, a term of contempt to a child. 

See-saw, the same as htkey-boanL See Hiksy. 

Sbea, so.— ^Sebabetide, if so be. ^ • 

^EED, saw. Universal among the vulgar. ^ Aw seed it." 

SsEiNG-«LASS, a mirror, a looking'^asB, 

Seek, Sbak, sick. Sax. teoc, Chaucer uses teke. 

Seer, several, divers. Su.-Got. taer, an adverb denoting se- 
paration. 

Seer, sure. " Aw $eer aw wag tmart** 

Sebstah, Sisto, seest thou. '* Seestah what thouU dum** 

Segg, a bull castrated when full grown, 

Segoing, the heavy laborious walking of a corpulent man. 
'' What a segging gait he has." 

A a 
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Sill, self, in compounds of myteli^ hu»eU^ yourseii. Plural 
Mitfr, selYes. 

Thejr dig out IVo* the dells. 
For their hsini*s hresd, wives* and atOt* 

Suf ANT, Sbhmant, slender, weak, 

Sbmpli, a person of low birth ; opposed to gentie, ** Both 

getUie and temple were there.'* 
Snr, Symb, since.— SsN-arNi, since then. ''Its langfyn^, 

ten he left us.*' 
Sbvo, shelter. ** Under the leng of a hedge.** 
Sbss-pool, an excavation in the ground for leceiving foul 

water,— Dur. I do not find this word in any Dictionary. 

Sus'pool is used in this sense, by Forster on Atmospheric 

Phenomena. Perhaps from soup-pool, or pool below the 

surface. 
Set, to propel, to push forward ; as tcUing a keel. 
Set, to accompany. Used in a common expression—" Set 

me a 5i< on the road." Bit, however, is not more mbap- 

plied in the North than it is in some parts of the South. 
Sbt-too, an argument, a contest, a warm debate. ** A fair 

Setten-on, short in growth, ill thriven; also applied to 

milk burnt in the pan. 
Seuoh, a wet ditch ; such as that out of which the contents 

of a sod dike have been cut — ^any watery or boggy place. 

V, Jam. teuch, 
Shab-off, Shab-away, to sneak away. Dur, Germ, tchaben, 

to scrape off; and by some gradations of meaning used 

with the preposition and in the imperative mood, tchab ab, 

sneak away. 
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Seiab-rag, a mean persoa. — Shag-rag, is the same. 

SHAGKyto shake out or shed; as com at harvest. — Shak- 
FORF, a h%y fork. 

Shacklb, an iron loop moying on a bolt. Teut. ichaeckel. 

Shackle, the wrist. Sc. shadde-Bh»^. 

Shaffle, to move with an awkward or irregular gait ; to hob- 
ble. << A lAo^tng body." 

Shag-hat, a hat made very long in the down; much worn by 
pitmen and keelmen. 

Maw good »h$g hoi ne mairawl wave his canny 
feyce to see. 

Song, Lament* on the Death of CofL Starkie, 

Shale, alum ore— any other black slaty substance, 

Shally-wally, a sign of contempt. 

Sham-a-stebne, a vulgar phrase, equivalent to not one. This 

may serve to explain an obscure passage in the fine old 

heroic ballad of Chevy Chase, Vit 2. 

Thorowe ryche male, and myne-ye-ple 
Many iteme the stroke down streght. 

Which may be read — ^they struck down straight mani/ a one, 

through rich coat of mail, and many folds. 
Shandy, wild, frolicksome. F. Suff. Words, dumny, 
Shangie, or Cuixey-Shangy, a row, a tumult, a riot. 
Shank, the projecting point of a hill. 
Shanks, the 1^. — Shankev's Nabgir, on foot 

And ay until the day he died. 
He rade on good thanki nagy, 

RUton^ Scotch Songt* 

Shanty, gay, showy. Perhaps, as suggested by Mr. Todd, a 

corruption cfjanty. 
Shap, Shark, to b^^, to set about any thing. V. Wob. 

" He shape weU." 



188 8HAR 

Shaad, a broken piece of any brittle or fragile substance. 
Sax. tceard^ (ragmen. Within my recollection, many of 
the common people, in the lower parts of Newcastle, used 
to resort to the Quayside and other places, where they 
gathered up coals with the half of a wooden dish, called a 
skard. I hare been told that it was not unusual for two 
of them to purchase a new dish, and split it for the pur- 
pose of making these shards. Shard is also a North 
country word for the shell or hard outward covering of 
the tribe of insects denominated Coieopiera. 

Often, to our comfort, shall we find 
The iharied beetle in a safer hold 
Than is the fiill-wingM eagle. 

Shak. Cifmbeiine. 

£re, to black Hecate's summons. 
The thard-ifornc beetle, with his drowsy hums. 
Hath rung ni^t*8 yawning |)eal, there shall be done 
A deed of dreadful note. Shak. Macbeth, 

These expressions of our dramatist— -jAord^^^ beetle, and 
Mhard^HMme beetles-are as correct as they are poetical. 
Dr. Johnson's ignorance of the latter meaning of the word 
completely misled him in his interpretation. His error, 
however, is not overlooked by the learned and indefati- 
gable Blr. Todd. 

Sharp, quick, active. ** Be tkarp^^ — ^make all haste. 

Sharps, coarse ground flour with a portion of bran. 

Shaw, a small shady wood in a valley. Sax. tcua. Teut. 
ichawe, umbra. Used by Gower and Chaucer; and still 
common in many parts of England. 

Shay, or Po-shay, a post chaise. — Shay-driters, the post 
boys. 
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Shear, to reap, or cut com with the sickle. Su.-Got. skaera. 
Shear is not, provincially, appUed to sheep. A sheep 
shearing is a clipping. — Shearers, the harvest reapers. 

Shed, to put aside, to disperse, to make way. 

Sheeley, Sheel-apple, or Shell-apple, the chaffinch. — 
Fringilla ccelebs, Linnaeus. 

Sheeting, applied to the slope or waterfall of a miU-dam. 

Sheld, party coloured, flecked or speckled. 

Sheh, shame. — Shem-fu, shameful. " Its a shem, and a holi/ 
bizon" See BizoN. 

Sheth, a portion of a field, which is generally divided so as 
to drain off the water by the direction of the ploughings, 
called sheths. 

Shiel, Shieling, originally a temporary hut or cabin for ^ 
those who had the care of sheep on the moors, in which 
they resided during the summer months ; but afterwards 
applied to fixed habitations. Isl. skitd. Su.-Got. shale. 

No more shall ruthless flames devour 
The trembling shepherd's lowly shieU 

Nor fierce moss-troopers burst the door 
That strongly bars the sheltering peel. 

Roxbyy Reedwater Minstreh 

Shift, to remove from one dwelling to another. — Shifting, 
the removal of the furniture. 

Shill, to separate, to shell. '* ShilUng oats or barlet/*^ — tak- 
ing off the bulls. *^ ShUUng peas** — cleaning them of their 
swads, 

Shilly-shallv, hesitating, irresolute. Probably a corrupt 
reduplication of shall /. 

Shimmer or Skimmer, to shine, to glitter. Germ, schimmer, a 
dim or faint glare. 

Shine, a row, a disturbance, mischief. *' To kick up a shine.'* 
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Shinkiv, II stick crooked or rounded at the end, with which 

to strike a mnall wooden ball or coit, in the game called 

Skmney^ or Skitmey-haw, played in the Northern counties. 

'See DoDDART. 
Snippin, a cow-house; origmally, perhaps, a skeep-pen. Sax. 

Mcypen^ stabulum. 
Shibl, SHiaL, to slide; as on the ice. 
SniTTLiTiDBB, a vulgar expression of disbelief or disapprobap 

tion. 
SnivBy a dice ; as of bread or cheese. Old Eng. tkeeve. — 

Dut. ich^. 
Shob-thb-cobIilbr, a quick ^nd peculiar movement with the 

fore foot when sliding on the ice. 
Shooolb» to shake, to joggle. Shog is an old word. 
Shoo, Ssub, to scare Inrds, to drive away fowls. Germ. 

icheuehent to fiighten. 
SaooN, Shun, the plural of shoe. Sax. tceon, Teut. ickoen. 

Spare none but such as go in clouted skoon^ 

For they are thrifty honest men.— iS ^ aA f . Hen, VI, 

Shot, the score or reckoning at a public-house. V, Nares' 
Oloss. ihoUdog, 

Shot-of, fireed fipom. To get that ofaperton — ^to get rid of 
him. 

Shrew, a field mouse. A vulgar superstition once prevailed 
that this poor creature was of so baneful and venomous a 
nature that whenever it crept over a horsey cow, or sheep, 
the animal so touched became afflicted with cruel anguish, 
and threatened with the loss of the use of its limbs. To 
repel this imaginary evil, it was customary to close up the 
shrew alive in a hole bored in an ash tree. Since this 
was written, an intelligent Mend has reminded me of an 
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old notion, that the supposed malignity of this mouse is 
the origin ofihreWf a vixen; in regard to which much dif- 
ference of oinnion exists among etymologists. But whether 
it be so or not, I feel myself incompetent to decide; 
though, from what is stated in Todd's Johnson, I strongly 
incline to the opinion entertained by the learned editor. — 
The matter, however, is becoming less important ; as, to 
the honour of the females of the present day, we seldom 
encounter ''a peevish, malignant, clamorous, spiteful, 
vexatious, turbulent woman," the characteriaticks of a 
shrew. 
Shvfple avd Cut, a superior step in vulgar dancing* 
Shtjggy-shew, a swing — a long rope festened at each end, 
and thrown over a beam ; on which young persons seat 
themselves, and are swung backwards and forwards in the 
* manner of a pendulum. See Bewick's JSsop, p. 4. where 
his Satanic Majesty is amusing himself in this manner. 
Shull, or Shdil, a spade or shovel. Dut. school. V, Suffl 

Words, jAoti;/. 
Shull-bone, the shoulder bone. • 

SiDB, to decide, to settle; as well as to coincide, to agree. 
Sn)£, a. long, wide, large. Pure Saxon. 

Cloth of gold, and cuts, and laced with silver ; set 
with pearls, down sleeves, tide sieeves^ and skirts 
round. Shdk. Much Ado about Nothing. 

SiDE-up, to put in order. ** Side up the house." 

SiDbE, to saunter, to take an oblique direction. 

SiK, SiKB, such. — SiK-Lio, SiKS-LiKE, such like. Spenser 

uses sAe. 
SiKERLT, or SicKERLT, suTely. Sicker 'w used by Chaucer and 

Spenser. 
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SiXE> Stkb, a streamlet of water, the smallest kind of natural 

runner. -Sax. #ic, lacima. 
SiLE, V, to strain, to purify milk throu^ a straining dish.— 

Su.-Got. *ila, colare.— SiLB,«. a fine sieve or milk strainer. 

Su.*Got. sUy cokun. 
Sills, strata of minerals. It also means, in some places, the 

shafts of a waggon ; the same as thills. 
SiND, to wash out, to rince— also to dilute ; to sind it down, 

being to take a drink after meat. 
Sine, to percolate. Dur, Fr. gaigner, to bleed, to drain or 

let out water. 
SiNGiN, or SiNGiNG-HiNNY, a kneaded spice cakcy baked on the 

girdle ; indispensable in a pitman's family. 

Ah hinnies ! about us the lasses did lowp. 
Thick as cur*ns in a spice siiigin hinnie. 
/ Song, Canny Newcassel, 

Crossln the road, aw met wi* Bobby Swinney. — 
Hing on the girdle, let's hev a nngin hinny. 

Song, Maw Canny Hinny, 

]\Iy Orandy likM tpice nngin hitmkt. 
Maw comely : aw like thou as weeL 

Song, The Pitman's Courtship, 

SiNGLiN, a handful of gleaned com — a single gleaning. This 
word is doubtless the same as the Cheshire songow, songal, 
so ably illustrated by Mr. Wilbraham in his Glossary. In 
a MS. addition to a copy of that interesting work, presented 
to me by the author, reference is made to Hyde, de ReH- 
gione Periaruniy for the ancient use of lof^d/. 

SiPE, to leak, to ooze or drain out slowly through a small cre- 
vice. Teut. sijpen, — Sipings, oozings, the drainingsofa 
vessel. 
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SfRPLB, to sip often; nearly allied to tippling. Sw. sorpla. 
Site, Sbbt, a great deal, many. F. SaSi Words, si^kt. 
SizBB-AMD-SBVBMs, ID a State of ccmfiision, in disorder. F. 

• Todd's John, and Nares' Gloss. n» and jmm. 
Skbel, 8 cylindrical wooden vessel for carrying milk or water, 

with an fxpright handle in place of a bow. Isl. tkiola^ a 

milk-pail. 
£tenuLTy V. to squint. Id. tkada. Genu. «dUeihi.— Skelly, 

«. a squinting look. Sax. $f:eoleage, 
Skblp, v. to slap or beat with the open hand ; particularly oa 

the breech or the cheek. Isl. skeyh^ to strike. Skeip 

also means to move rB{ndly. 
SsELPy Skelp£B, «. a smart blow, or stroke. — Skelpino, a 

hearty beating. 
Skblpbr, any thing very Luge. Poomer is the same. 
Skip, a basket made of rushes. A bee^ikep^ a bee-hive of 

straw. Gael, tgeip, 
Skbb, to slide swiftly, to dote. Su.^Got. tkiuta, 
Skbw, to go ande, to walk obliquely — ^to throw violently— 

to squint. 
8kbw-thb4>bw, Shaw-thb-dbw, a splayfooted'person. 
Snu^ to know. Isl. iHfio, intelligere. Not obsolete as 

stated in fodd's John. 
Skdcb, to look asquint. Sken has the same meaning. See 

SoetLT. 
Skih-flint, a mggardly close-fisted person-— one so parsimo- 
niously mean that he would perform that operation, were 

it possible. 
Skip-jack, the merry-thought bone of a goose. V, Suff. 

Words. 
SnPFBBythecBpCainof aked orcoalbaige. Sax. jqper, nau-> 

ta. Dnt Mchipper^ a shipmaster. ^ 

Bb 



194 SKIR 

Skirl, to cry excessively, to pierce the air with a shrill voice. 

Isl. skragtLr—SKiKL, a loud and incessant shriek — a con- 

tinuatiQO '0f childish rage and grief. Isl. tkraU. Dan. 

Mkraaty an outcry. 
Skit, to throw reflections on, to hanter. Sax. scittm, to cast 

foith. 
SiarrEA, Uquidum excrementum jaculare. Hence this vulgar 

name for a diarriioea. Isl. tkvetta. 
Skogger, the leg of an old stocking, applied to keep snow 

out of shoes. See HoGCERSi 
Skreemge, or Skringe, to squeeze violently. 
SkRike, to shriek. Dan. dcrige, Su.-Got. ikrika^ vodferari. 
Skug, V, to hide, to screen. Su.-Got. ikygga, obumbrare.-^ 

Skug, g. a sheltered place. Isl. fibg^ umbra. 
Skvrry, haste, .impetuosity. ** What a huny-ikuny,^* Fr. 

escurer, to scour. 
Slab, or Slap-dash, a cheap mode of colouring rooms, in 

imitation of paper. 
Slabby, dirty and damp. Teut. dabberen^ to slabber. 
Slack, an opening between two hills, a valley or small shallow 

dell. Su.-Got. Mc, 
Slack, a long pool m a streamy river. 
Slade, a breadth of green sward m ploughed land, or in plan- 
tations. 
Sladdery, wet and duty. '^ Bladdery walking.'* Isl. tladdoy 

squalide grassari. 
Slain, blighted ; as slain com. 
Slaistering, doing any thing in an awkward, untidy manner. 

r. Dure, slatk. 
Slake, v. to smear, to wet, to bedaub. Isl. tloka^ deiut^re. 
Slake, «. an accumulation of mud or slime in a river. Jarrow 

Slake, on the Tyne. Su>Got. ilak^ laxus ; as being soft 

and flaccid ; or Teut. dyi^^ coenum, lutum. 
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Slam, to beat, to cuff, to push violently. 

Slants, sly jokes, pr petty lies. " He slatUt a good deal"— 
he is given to lying. V, Nares' Gloss, sieni. 

Slape, slippery, smooth. 

Slashy, wet and dirty. Sw. $kuk, wet. 

Slattbr, to pour awkwardly, to slop, to spill. Hence slattern. 

Slavering, Slawering, foaming, talking fast, or unintel- 
ligibly. 

Sleck, to cool in water. Hence sleek-trough, the trough 
containing the water in which smiths cool their iron and 
temper steel. 

Sleck, or Slocken, to quench thirst. Isl. slaecka, 

Slee, sly, cunning. Chaucer uses die, sligh. 

Sleeveless, unsuccessful, unprofitable. See Dr. Johnson's 
2d sense. It is oflen pronounced in Northumberland 
Threeveless^ probably from thriveless or thriftless, 

Slb]DTH, or Sleuth-hound, the northern name for the blood- 
hound. These animals were hdd in great estimation by 
our ancestors; particularly on the borders, where a tax 
was levied for maintaining them. Th^ scent was so re- 
markably fine, that they could fbllow^with great certainty, 
the human footsteps to a considerable distance. Many 
of them were, in consequence, k^t in certain districts for 
the purpose of tracing thieves and murderers through their 

secret recesses. 

__— Upon the banks 

Of Tweed, slow winding through the vale, the seat 

Of war and rapine once, ere Britons knew 

The sweets of peac e 

There dwelt a pilfering race ; well tniin'd.and skill'd 

In all the mysteries of theft, the spoil 

Their only substance, feuds and war their sport. 

Somervikf Chase, Book /. 
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The poet afterwards beautifully describes the mode of pur- 
suing these arch felons by this sagacious dog; but the 
passage is too long for quotation here, and ought not to be 
abridged. See more, relative to the blood-hound, in ScoH^ 
Lay of (he Latt Minstrei, note 16, Cofito I, 

Slddderino, sliding, slipping. — Sliddery, slippery. 

SUNGE, to go creepingly away as if ashamed, to sneak. Sax. 
dmcan^ to creep. Hence tlink^ a 8nea|c— applied to any 
disreputable person. 

Sup, a child's pmafore^-^so a quantity of yam. 

SuppT, slippery. Not an abbreviadon, as Mr. "^rabraham 
suf^oses, but a pure Saxon word ; and, as shewn by Mr. 
Todd^ of old English usage ; notwithstanding which the 
great lexicographer characterized it as a barbarous provitt-' 
cud term, from iUp ! 

SuR, Slur, to slip, to slide. S^ther is also to slide. Chau- 
cer uses dider. 

Sliver, v. to cut off a slice, to tear away a part. 

She that herself will diver and disbranch. 

Shak» King Lear» 

Pope altered this to thtver^ for ^hich the Monthly Re- 
viewers wished to substitute sever. 

Sliver, s, a slice. The word, in the sense of a branch torn 
o£^ occurs in Hamlet. 

Slocken, to slake, to quench. Su.-Got. dockna, extinguere. 

Slo.gan, the war cry or gathering word of a border clan. Stilly • 
traditionally, remembered in Northumberland. 

But ah, the doganU &tal bray. 

The plundering raid^ the war's alarms* . 

CompellM him from his love away» 
And tore him from his Mary*8 arms. 

V Roxby, Reedwater Mkutrcl 
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Sloggbbino, loose, untidy. " His stockings are doggering 
down." 

Sloppy, loose, wide. Sax. dopen^ laxus, 

Slorie^, to make a noise when supping with a spoon, to swal- 
low ungracefiilly. Teut. dorpe^ a glutton. 

Slot, v, to &sten by a bolt. " Slot the door." 

Slot, i. a small bolt or sliding bar. T^ut. slot^ sera. 

Sludderbcent, mSlutherment, wet, dirt, mire. 

Slump, to slip ofl^li into a wet or dirty place. 

Slush, any thing plashy ; but most commonly applied to snow 
in a state of liquefaction. Su.-Got, ikuk^ humor quicun- 
que sordidus. 

Slush, a reproachful term for a dirty person. 

Smack, r. to kiss with a noise. — Smack, i. a loud kiss. 

He took 
The bride about the neck, and kiss'd her lips 
With such a clamorous tmack^ that at the parting 
All the church echoed.— jAoX:* Tamkng of the Shrew. 

Smally, little, puny. '* A Mmall^ bairn." 

Smartlb, to waste or melt away. Su.-Gk>t. tmaelia^ to melt. 

Smash, v. to break in pieces, to shiyer.-*SMASH, i. a crush, 
the state of being shivered, atoms. Gael, stnuait, broken 
in shivers. 

Smash, a kind of oath among the pitmen near Newcastle. — 
Nothing energetic can be said without it. " Snuuh, mar' 
row, where are yah gauu teeP — ^ Smath maw pit sark,but 
I ken what aw* I dee P* — ** Smash yor bramt, what haeyah 
won nowf^ — ^ Smash, Geordy man,howisU/ Eh / but aw 
is pleased to see thee / Hoo*s Nan f" 

Smashbr, a small standing pie, or raised tartlet ; generally 
made of goo8d)errie8. — Newcastle. This word also means 
any thing hu^ than another of the same sort. It is like- 
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wise a cant name for a pitman ; in which I am told by an 

ingenious friend, we are to seek for the etymology of the 

word; a unather being originally such a<tart as a pitman 

could inuuh or eat up at a mouthful ! 
SiCELTS, the fiy of the salmon ; generally called galmon-imeks 

— difierent from Sparlings. 
Smiddt, a blacksmith's shop. Sax. smUhtha, fabri officina. 

Sw. smedia. 
Smirk, to smile pleasantly, to laugh in the sleeve or secretly, 

but not ^tyrically. Sax. smercian, subridere. 
Smittle, V, to infect. Sax. tmHtan, — Smittle, s, infection. 

— 'Shittle, Smittlish, a. infectious, contagious. 
Smock, the under linen of a female. Sax. smoc. There used 

to be frequently, in my recollection, rmock races among the 

young country wenches in the North. The prize, a fine 

Holland chemise, was usually decorated with ribbons. The 

sport is still continued at Newbum, near Newcastle, on 

Ascension Day. 
Smoke-the-Codbler, a mischievous pastime among children. 
Smoor, to smother, to suffocate. Sax. smoran, Teut. 

tmooren. 
Smouch, to salute. . An old word. 
Smudge, v. to laugh in a concealed manner. Gferm. tchm/mi^^ 

zdn, to laugh in one's sleeve. 
Smudge, v. to bum without a fiame,or any appearance of fire, 

except smoke. Smudge, or Smush, «. a sulphureous smell 

occasioned by smoke and dust, close sufiS>cating air.-* 

Germ. tchmiUZy smut, dirt. 
Snag, to hew or cut roughly with an axe. V, Todd's John. 
Snail's-gallop, a very slow pace; resembling the motion of 

a snail. 
Snap, a small round cake of gmgerbread. ** IRce brandy tnapiy 

sixteen a penny." 
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Sna1>, or Snack-apple, a kind of play. See Halle E'en. 
Snathb, to prane, to lop. Sax. nd^n, to cut. 
Snaw, snow. ' Pure Saxon. — Snaw-broth, melted snow. 
Snsck. «. the latch or fastening of a door or gate. It is also 
ased as a verb — to tneek the door, bdng to fit it by a latch. 
Teut. sTUicken, captare. 
Snock-snurled, entangled, much twisted, curled up like hard 

twined worsted. Snari is an old word for entangle. 
Snsck-drawn, narrow minded, covetous, niggardly. V. Jam. 

tne^'-drawer, 
Sned, the long shank or handle of a scythe. Sax. #mr<f. 
Snell, sharp, keen, piercing ; as a mell air. Sax. mithanj 

secare; or Teut. snely acer. 
Skew, snowed. Hie old preterite; used by Chaucer and 

others. 
Sneeze -HOBN, or Sneesh-horn, a common sort of snuffbox 
made of a cow's horn. In Scotland this term is applied to 
any snuffbox. 
SviFrER, to snuff up the nose, to sniff. Su.-Got. snt/fsta. 
Snippy, covetous. Teut. smppen, resecare. 
Snivel, Sneavel, to speak through the nose, to sniff. Su.- 

Got. nu/ftta. 
Snob, a common name for a cobbler. 
Snod, smooth, neat, even, trimmed. Sax. snidan, to cut. — 

Applied to persons, it means sly, cunning, demure. 
Snoke, to smell, to pry about curiously, to look closely at any 

thing. 
Snort, to laugh outright. — Snqrtino, laughing out. 
Snot, a contemptuous epithet for a useless, insignificant fel- 

' low. 
Snottbr, v. to snivel, to sob or cry. Sax. sn^n, — Snot, 
Snottbr, 1. mucus nasi. Sax. snote. 
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SiruBy to check, to rebuke. Sw. mM0. 
SoaI be quiet] 

SoBBLi, to thraahy to beet. A very common word among the 
pitmen. ^ 

Sae, Oeordj, od smaab my pit sank t 
ThouM belt baud thee wbiabt about warik. 

Or aw*ll joUfe thee bodj. 

And mjA thee noae bloody. 
If thou aets up thee gob to Bob Cranky. 

Song, Bob Cranky** ^Sizg Sunday 

Sock, a plough-ahare. Fr. $oc, 

SooDY, SoDOBNT, h&BLvy, Bad. Perhaps from sod, a turf. 

Soft, silly, rimple, fooliah. 

He made tq/f fellows, stark noddies. 

« Burton^ AnaU tf Meiancholy, 

SoNCY, or SoNSY, pleasant, agreeable, engaging ; as applied to 
a person's looks. Is it a corruption of Fr. tam sottci, free 
from care? 
. SoNSY, plump, &t, thriving — also lucky. 

SooTY-ooo, an opprobrious epithet for a dirty fellow. 

Sop, a piece of bread soaked in dripping under the roast. 

SoKT, a lot, a parcel, a number. Nares is mistaken in think- 
ing the word out of use. 

But like a tart of sheep dispersed fiure. 

Spenter^ Faerie Queene. 

They can see a tort of traitors here. 

Shak, King Richard //. 

Soss, V. to Uip like a dog.— Soss, «. a call of dogs to their 

meat. 
Soss, «. a heavy, clumsy M ; the sound caused by the act dT 

fidling. Perhaps a variation of iome. 
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Sods, i puddle^ any thkig foul or muddy, ** The beer^t as 
thick as tou'^ 

SoTTBE, to boil slowly. Sax. ieothdn, to seeth. 

SouR-DOCKSN, sorrel.. Rumex acetom. 

SouR'ViLX, butter milk. 8w. tur mioeik. 

Souse, v, to fidl upon, to fidl with Tiolence. This common 
North country word is, in Todd's Johnson, derived firom 
Fr. tous, or deuotu, upon. With deference, I submit that 
it comes firom n», the old French word for, above or upon, 
for which they now use mr, though still retained in 
some phrases ; as courir tut a quei qi^un, to fall upon one. 
The modem prqmsition dettut^ upon or above, is only a 
compound of de and the old tut, — Souse, t, a great thump, 
a severe fall, a blow. 

Sow, an inelegant female, a dirty wench. I forbear to quote 
any illustration. 

Sowings, oatmeal flummery. Sc. towent, 

SvANCEL, a rope to tie a cow's hinder legs. A eaw^. 

Spang, a measure by the hand extended. Span. 

Spanghew, or Spangwhew, to throw with violence. The 
word is sometimes used to express a barbarous operation 
on the toad, to which rustics have a great antipathy. In 
performing it they rest oneJialf of a long wooden bar on a 
large stepping stone or over a cart, placing the toad at its 
extremity. An athletic youth, with a strong club, then 
strikes the unsupported end with all his force. The poor 
animal, in consequence, is driven into the air to an im- 
mense height ; and, falling to the ground with accumu- 
lated velocity, is bruised to a jelly. Toads» as observed 
by Dr. Willan, may perhaps do some slight injury in fields 
or gardens, but the above cruel practice is directed not so 
much against the animal as against its supposed inmate; 

c c 
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for. the downs imagine, that by the process they shall give 

a coup de grace to a witch. 
Spait, or Sptet, a great fall of rain, a torrent. Gael. ^}eid, 

a great river flood, 
Spales, Spails, Sptels, chippings of wood. Perhi^s Fr. 

spalla, shavings. Spall is a very old word in our language 

for a chip. . 
Spane, Spean, to wean a child, to deprive a creature of its 

mother's milk. Germ, tpenen. An old word. 
Spang, to leap with elastic force, to spring. Germ, ^pannen, 

to extend. 
Spang and Purley Que, a mode resorted to by boys, of 

measuring distances, particularly at marbles. 
Spanker, one who walks with quickness and elasticity, a tall 

and active young person. 
Spar, to dispute angrily. Germ, sperren, to resist. 
Spar, Spare, to shut, to close. A common word in Nortk*^ 

Sax. sparran. 

Whan the stede is stolen, tparre the stable dur. 

SkeUoH, 

Sparling, the smelt of the Thames, but not so of the Tyne ; 

occasionally caught in the latter river. Pennant derives 

it from Fr. eperlan ; but which is not satisfactory to Dr. 

Jamieson. 
Spave, Speave, to castrate, to spay. Lat. tpadare, 
Speel, Speil, to climb. Sc. tpele, 
Speer, or Speir, to ask, to enquire! Sax. SpyriaUy investi* 

gare. " Speer it out if you can." 
Spelder, to spell. A mere corruption. 
Spelk, Spell, a small splinter. Sax. ipelc. 
Spell and Ore, a game. Dur, Teut. tpel, a play or sport,, 
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and Germ, knorry a knot of wood or ore. The recreation 
is also called buckstick spell and ore; the bpck slick (with 
which the ore is struck) being broad at an end like the but 
of a gun, and probably derived from Germ, buehte, a firelock. 

Spence, an inner apartment, a country parlour. Meaning a 
Jarder, or store-room, this is a very old word, fit>m Fr. 
despence, ^ 

SncE, gingerbread. Perhaps from the jpiee used in season- 
ing. ^ 
, Spice-cake, a cake full of currants; generally baked on a 
girdle. See Singin, or SiNGiNG-HiNifT. 

Spiddick and Fawcet, a wooden instrument used as a sub- 
stitute for a cock to let out liquors. Spigot and fawcet. 

Spile, a peg in a cask of liquor. — Spile-hole, the receptacle 
for the same. 

Spilling the Salt, an ominous accident said to presage some 
future calamity, particularly, I believe, a domestic fi^d, if it 
fall towards a person; but which may be averted by 
throwing h ^little of the fallen article over the shoulder, 
into the fire. Major Moor asks, if the Latin or Greek 

^ classical authors make any mention of it ? Unquesdon- 
ably. From Festus, we learn that to spill the salt at table 
was esteemed ominous; and for the great care with 
which, on that account, a fiunily salt-cellar was always 
kept, we have the authority of Horace. 

Spinny-wye, or Spinny-why, a game among young persons in 
Newcastle. V, Brand's Pop. Antiq. vol. ii. p. 305. 

Spurt, Splubt, to spit out. 

Spebcklbd, speckled. Su.-Got. tpreckht, 

Spkeb, sport, merriment, a frolic. Fr. etprity spirit, vivacity. 

Sprent, bespattered, splashed with dirt. Sax. tprengan, 
spargere. Chaucer uses Mpreini, 
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Spunk, a spark, a small 6re, 

Bpunk, mettle^ spirit, vivacity ; n$edjiguraiiveltf for, life. In 
the NorA, this is considered a good and very expressive 
word, though abused in Todd's John. 

Spunky, sparkling, fresh, spirited. 

Spubung, the deep track of a coach or cart wheel. Germ. 
#pttr, a rut ; plural spuren — wagenspur, a cart rut. 

Stackeb, to staler. Sw. Hagra. Chaucer uses stoker, 

Staddle, the bottom of a com or hay stack, a mark left in 
the grass by . the long continuance of the hay ii} bad wea- 
ther. Sax. Hadel, a foundation. Welsh, i/sttuUedd, con- 
tinuous state. 

Stahan, Staan, a stone. Sax. stmi. 

Staid, steady, sedate, advanced in years. 

Staidun, a part of a com stack left standing. 

Staith, Stefth, a place to lay up and to load coals at, a sort 
of whar£ Sax. stathy ripa, littus, statio navium. 

Stall, Staul, to surfeit. See Staud. 

Stalwart, stout, strong, hale. 

A stalwart, tinkler wight was he. 
And wee'l cou*d mend a pot or pan. 

An' deftly WuH couM thraw ajke. 
An neatly weave the willow wan'. 

Roxbyy Reedwater MinttreL 

■ 

Stammer, to stagger. Isl. stumra^ collabi. 

Stanchil, or Stannel-havk, the Kestril or Windhover ,- 
inhabiting rocks and old buildings. Fulco Thmunculta^ 
lin. Shakspeare, iti the Twelfth Night, calls it stanyeL 

Stand-stiix, a stoppage, av cessation. Etymology plain. 

Stang> v. to shoot witii pain.; as in the tooth-ache. — Stang, 
i» an acute paui, the sting of a, bee. Isl. stanga, pupgere. 
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Stang, #. a long bar» a wooden pole — any piece of tiinber 
adapted for the shaft of a cart or carriage; or for nuUng; 
or for any other purpose requiring strength ; such as the 
circular piece of wood used by butchers, on which they 
hang the carcasa of a bullock. Sax. Htng^ vectis. Dut. 
stangt a pole. — ^Riding the stang, a punishment among 
the vulgar; inflicted upon fornicators, adulterers, severe 
husbands, and such persons as follow their occupations 
during particular festivals or holidays, or at prohibited 
times, when there is a stand or combination among work- 
men. Offenders of this description are mounted astraddle 
on a long pole, or- stang, supported upon the shoulders 
of thebr companions. On this painful and fickle seat, they 
are borne about the neighbourhood, attended by a swarm 
of children, huzzaing and throwing all manner of filth*. 
When they cannot lay hold of the culprit himself, a boy 
mounts the ?tang ; but he is unmolested, though attended 
with the same tumultuous cries, if not with increased 
shouts of acclamation. The proxy iMt>da]m8, that it is 
not on his own account that he is thus treated, but on 
that of another person whose crime he names. I have 
been witness to processions of this kind myself. Sdiool 
boys are stanged by the other scholars, for breaking, what 
they call, the rules or orders of the school. The cere- 
mony is also resorted to, when a woman has gained an 
improper ascendancy over her husband, so as to make him 
bear every species of indignity. In thia case, it is called 
« Riding the stang for a ndghbour's wife." A man is 
placed in the same uneasy situation aa before described, 
so that be may be supposed to represent, or to sympa. 
thize with his henpecked fiiend, whose misery he some* 
times laments in^dnggrel nhime, applicable to the occasion. 
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He is carried through the whole hamlet, with, a view of 
exposing or shaming the viraginous lady, and of thus pre- 
venting further outrages on the person of her pitiable 
partner. This mark of disgrace may be traced to very re- 
mote times. The Goths were wont to erect, what they 
called Nidstaeng, or the pole of infamy, with the most dire 
imprecations agsdnst the person who was thought to de- 
serve the punishment. He, who was subjected to this 
dishonour, was called Niding, or the infamous; being 
disqualified from ever giving evidence in any juridical mat- 
ter. Eric, King of Xorway, was compelled to fly from 
his dominions, so great -was the hatred against him, for 
having been the means of inflicting this tremendous stigma 
on Egill Skallagrim, a celebrated Islandic bard. 

Stanget, a common North country name for a tadlor. Ob- 
viously from the power of the needle. 

Stank, to sigh, to moan, to gasp for breath. Isl. and Su.- 
Got. stanka. 

Stap, the stave of a tub. Su.-Got. staqf. 

Start, the tail, or handle of any thing. Sax. steort. 

Statesman, a person possessing an estate — ^whether vers^ 
in the arts of government or not. See Laird, with which 
it is synonymous. 

Staud, cloyed, saturated, fatigued. 

Stavelling, or Stavering, wandering about in an unsteady 
or uncertain manner ; as in the dark — ^stumbling. 

Stead, Sted, Stid, a place, a farm house and offices. Sax. 
tted. Su.-Grot. ttad, locus, situs. See Omstbad. 

Steai.y-clothes, or Watch-webs, a game. The players 
divide into two parties, and draw a line as the boundary 
of their respective territories. At an equal distance from 
this line, each player deposits his hat or some other artide 
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of his dress. The object of the game is to seize and convey 
these rangly to your own store from that of the enemy; 
buty if you are unfortunately caught in the attempt, you I 

not only restore the plunder, but become a prisoner your- 
self. This evidently takes its or^in from the inroads of \ 
the English and Scotch : indeed, it is plainly proved by | 
the language used on the occasion, which consists, in a i 
great measure, of the terms of reproach still common among | 
the borderers. i 

Stee, or Stet, a ladder. Sax. stager , gradus. Su.^Got. ! 

ttege, scalas. Chaucer uses steye, to ascend, and tteyeri, \ 

for stairs. ! 

Steek, or Steik, to shut; to close. Teut. stecken, ^ Steek ' 

the heck" — shut the door. 

Steepin, very wet. ** A steepin fall of rain." ^ 

Steer, a three years old ox. Sax. «fyre. ' 

Steo, a gfmder. Isl. steggr^ mas plurium ferarum. Applied 
ironically to a person ; as a stupid iteg, 

Stbll, a large open drain in a marsh. 

Steng. The pole of the old Northumbrian drees was called a 
iteng. The post on which Winter was gibbeted, on Whis« 
kershields conunon — ^Winter's Steng; and before that the 
place was called Steng Cross, from a cross with a tall shaft. 
Steng is a pure Saxon word. 

Stew. In a tad ttewy in a state of great perplexity. 

Stick, or Striios, a stand or combination among workmen ; 
generally in regard to wages. 

Stickle, a hurry, a bustle. 

Sticky^tack, a game among young people in running up the 
face, or cut part, of a hay-stack. 

Stiddy, Stithy, an anvil— :used sometimes, but I think im- 
properly, for the smith's shop. Isl. itedi^ incus. Stithe, 
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IB old Bnglish. Shalupewe employs the word Hith^, in 
both senseB ; and he also uses the verii toiHihy, to employ 
enanTil. Ray has, among his NcNtheraword8}«<i<A,strong» 
hardy which is pure Saxon; but it is not now in use, that 
I am aware of, except in Scotland. 

Stilt, the handle of a plough. 

Snio, Sttmi, themostindistinctyOrthefidntestfiHrmof any 
object--* glimpse, a whit. ** I cannot see a sHmeJ* Weish^ 
yHum^ figure, lihape. Grose has itimey, dim-si^ted« 

Stoit, e. to stop, to cease, to desbt. 

The pretty wench left crying, and said. Ay ; — 
And pretty fiwl, it tUnted and said, Ay. 

IStak. Rom. and JuL 

Stint, i. grass for a season, a right of pasturage. From itinif 

to limit or restrain. 
Stirk, Stuhk, a young heifer, or bullock. Sax. 9tyrcy juven- 

cus. 
Stob, a stump, a stake, a post. Teut. itobbe^ truncus* Stobf 

is also used metapkoncoUy^ for an ignorant stupid fellow. 
Stoh-fbatbsbs, the short unfledged feathers that remain oil a 

fowl aftar it has been plucked. ^ 
Stook, Stouk, a shock of com, consisting of twelve sheaves. 

Ten of them are set up to diy, and the other two, which 

are called A(XM2f, are pkced on the top. Teut.ftocs^, meta, 

a heap. Jam. 
Stoop, Stowp, a post fastened in the earth. Su.^Got dolpe, 

fulcrum. 
Stoor, dust in motbn.-*-STooBV, dusty. Sox. Mtyran^ tur- 

bare movere. Dut itoorm, to disturb. Stoor also meto 

a bustle ; as aUina «toor,all in a hunry. 
Stoorey, a mixture of warm beer and oatmeal with sugar. 
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Store, estimation, regard, esteem. 

Storken, to cool, to stiffen. Grerm. starken, to strengthen. 
Storm-staid, delayed on a journey by reason of a storm. 
Stot, to rebound from the ground, to strike any elastic body 

so as to cause it to rebound. Dut. stuUetiy to bounce, to 

rebound. — Stotting-ball, a rebounding ball. 
Stot, a young ox. Su.-Grot. stut, juvencus. Dan. stud, an 

ox. 
Stound, V, to ache, to smart, to t)e in pain. IsL sti/n, inge- 

mescere. — Stound, s, the sensation or first impression of 

sudden pain, arising from a knock or blow. 
Stoweb, or Dyke-stow]er, a hedge stake. Su.-Got. stoer, 

palus. 
Stramp, to tread upon, to trample. Germ, stramp/en, " He 

st ramped upon my foot." 
Strandy, restive, passionate. 
Strang, strong. Pure Saxon. 
Strapping, tall. — Strapper, a large man or woman. 
Stravaiging, strolling about; generally in a bad sense. Ital. 

ttravagare. 
Streamers, the Northern lights. See Merry-dancers. 
Stree, Strey, straw. Sc. strae, V, Wilb. streea. 

Ne how the fire was couched first with ttre^ 
And then with dry stickens dovin athre. 

Chaucer, KnU^Ot Tale, 

Streek, to stretch or expand, to lay out a corpse. Sax. 
ttreccany eztendere.-^STREEKniG-soARo, a board on which 
the limbs of the deceased are stretched out and composed. 

Stretcher, an untruA ; a softer term for a falsdiood* 

SnucKLBy an instrument used in whetting scythes. 

Striddle, to straddle. — SrRiDDiJE-LEGSy astride. 

Dd • 
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Strip, to draw the after milking of a cow.— Strippings, the 
last part of the milking. The same as strokings or afler- 
ings. 

Stroke, used in the sense of considerable. '' A good ttroke 
of business." Meaning sway or influence, it is an old 
word. 

Strunt, a sullen fit. — Strunty, ofiended. V. Jam. 

Strunt, the tail or rump. — Strunty, any thing short or con- 
tracted. Fr. estreint, shrunk up. 

Stub, to grub up. — Stubbed, grubbed up ; tnetaphorically, 
ruined. 

Studdy, a smith's anvil. See Stiddy. 

Fling off their black Ruddies, 
Leave hammers and tUtddiet. 

Song, Botmy Geainders. 

Stumbier, Stammer, to stumble. Isl. stunira. 

Stump, a heavy, thick-headed fellow. — Stumps, legs. " Stir 

your stumps** 
Stump and Rump, entirely. 
Stunsail, a steering or studding sail. 
Sturdy, a disease in the head of cattle. Old Fr. estourdiy 

dizzy-headed. 
Stut, to stutter. An old word, still in general use. 

She spake somewhat thicke. 

Her fellowe did stuinmer and stut. 

But she was a foule slut ! — SkeUon. 

Sty, a troublesome and painful swelling on the eye-lid. — 
Great relief, if not a perfect cure, is supposed to be effected 
by the application of a wedding ring, nine times repeated. 
The idea is ancient, however questionable the benefit. 
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Styth, foul air; a black suffocatiiig damp in a colliery^ 

■ To cure this in 

A philosophic art is us*d to drain 
The foul imprisoned air, and in its place 
Purer convey^-^-Jago*s £dgehiS. 

Subterraneous Passages. Near every ancient castle, cathe- 
dral, abbey, or hall, the common people have tales of under- 
ground (vaulted) roads, sometimes to great distances ; such 
as from Tynemouth to Carlisle, from Newcastle to Tyne- 
roouth, from Hexham to Alnwick Castle, from Durham 
Abbey to various places. 

SucKEN, an exclusive privilege of grinding, or other juris- 
diction attached to a mill; the dues paid to the miller. — 
Sax. socne, Su.-Got. <a^. This ancient word is still used 
in leases from the Bishop of Durham. See thirlage, a ser- 
vitude or tenure in Scotland, something similar, in Tom- 
lins' Law Diet. 

SuMMAT, SuMMET, somewhat, something. 

SuMMER-GoosE, the vulgar name for Gossamer ; which see. 

Sump, Sumph, a bog, a swamp, a miry pool. Dan. sump,^^ 
SuMPY, miry, dirty. Dan. sumpig, — Sumph, an epithet for 
a dirty person. 

SuN-DANCE. It was formerly a custom to rise early on Easter 
Sunday, and to go into the fields to see the sun dance, 
which, according to ancient tradition, it always does on 
this day. The practice, I have some reason to believe, is 
not yet entirely laid aside. 

SuRE-AS-A-GUN, absolutely certain— a common colloquial com- 
parison. 

SwAD, a peasecod, the husk of any kind of pulse. F, Skin- 
ner. 

SwAMisH, SwEAMisH, shy, bashfuI, squeamish. 
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Swanky, a strapping young country-man* 

Swap, to exchange, to barter. Isl. skyata, mutare. V, Jam. 

SwAPE, a long oar used in working a coal keel on the Tyne ; 

that at the stem acting as a rudder. Swtyape, to strike 

or throw down with violence, similar to the action of using 

the 8wape, occurs in Chaucer. Sax. swapany to sweep. 

Isl. sweipa, percutere. 
SwARM, to climb a tree by the muscular action of the arms, 

thighs, and legs. 
SwARN, to warrant. " Swam ye, he'll come." 
SwARTH, SwATH, the ghost or apparition of a person, about to 

die. Derived by Ray from Sax. sweart, black, dark, pale, 

wan. See Waff. ^ 

Swatch, v. to swathe, to swaddle. Sax. swedauy to bind. 
SwATdH, <. a pattern, a sample. V. Ray, swache. 
SwATTLE, to consume, to waste ; generally fluids. 
SwEAL, V. to melt, to waste. or blaze, to bum away rapidly; as 

a candle when exposed to the wind. Sax. iwelan, to bum. 

An old.English word. — Sweal, s, a blaze, an enlai^d 

flame. 
SwEABLE, or Sweevel-ete, an eye with a particular cast. 

SWBDDLE, to swell. — SwEDDLED, puffed OUt. 

SwEBL, a sudden swell or burst of laughter. 

Sweeties, sweetmeats or confections for children. 

SwBLT, or Swelter, to broil, to swoon, to &int. — Swelted, 
or Sweltered, overcome with heat and perspiration. 
Sax. sweltaiiy to die. 

Swerle, to roll from side to side in walking. It is also ap- 
plied to express the gliding of a stream of w&ter. A small 
runner in Sandgate, Newcastle, was anciently called the 
N. Swerle; now cormpted into the SqtdrreL 

SwEY, to poise, to swing. Isl. sweigia, indinare. See Hikey 
and Shuggey-shbw 
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Swill, a round basket of wicker work ; generally carried on 
the head. Hence its name Keyade vm^reil^a, when re- 
versed in wet weather. 

SwiLLiNGs^ washings of vessds-^hog-wash. Sax. svfilgan, to 
drink largely, to swill. 

Swinge, to chastise, to beat soundly. Sax. swingim, flagel- 
lare, castigare. 

SwiNGLB-TREE, a moveable piece of wood to which the traces 
of husbandry horses are fastened. Teut. tmngheleny vi- 
brare. 

SwiNKED, oppresed, vexed, &tigued. Sax. swincan, labrare, 
fatigari. 

Swipe, to drink off to the very bottom. 

SwiPPER, nimble, quick. Sax. twipany dto agere. 

SwiRT, a syringe. From tqmrt See Scooter. 

SwiRTLE, to proceed with a moving motion like an eel. Su. 
Got. iwarfwa^ circumagere. 

Switch, to walk with a light quick step, to go with a sort of 
jerk. ' Su.-Got. swigOy loco cedere. 

Sword-dance, an ancient Christmas custom ; still continued 
in many parts of the North. It is fully described in 
Brand's Pop. Antiq. vol. L p. 396 & seq. Connected 
with this subject, see Mr. Donee's interesting cEssertation 
on the ancient English Morris Dance, in the 2d vol. of 
his Illustrations of Shakspeare. 

SwuppLE, Soop](£, or SouPEL, the upper joint of a flail. Fr. 
souple : or Isl. tweipa, to strike. 

Stles, the principal rafters of a house. 
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Taao, TfKO, a toad. Sax. tade, — Tved-brd, the seed, 
or spawn of toads ; itenerally seen in a mass like a bunch of 
grapes* V, Bewick's /Esop, p. 290. 

Tack, or Tyak, to take. — Tyak-epter, to imitate or resemble. 
** TV bmnu tyak tfter their dad "^-^Tyak^vp, to reform. 
^ Hc*U tyak up** said of an extravagant, thoughtless per- 
Hon likely to reform. 

Taffy, a sort of candy made of treade ; often by a company 
of young people in an evening by way of ilmusement — 
called joining for it^tf. V. Wilb. 

TAni0R*8 Mknsb, a small portion left by way of good manners. 
In some parts of the North it is the custom for the village 
tailor to work at his. customer's house, and to partake of 
the hospitality of the family board. On these occasions 
the best fare is invariably provided; at least such was the 
case when I was a boy ; and the tailor to shew that he 
has had enough, generally leaves a little on his plate, which 
is called tailor's mtnse. This term is also given to cut- 
tings sent home by such of this unfortunate fraternity, 
against whom the old imputation of loving too much cab- 
bage does not apply. 

Taistrel, Tbstril, a mischievous, ill behaved boy — when ap- 
plied to an adult, an expression of great contempt, equi- 
valent to scoundrel. 

Take-off, to banter, to jeer. 

Tan, to beat. " I'll tan yor hide** 

Tahe, Tan, the one. '* GC me fan or tother.*' 

Tank, a piece of deep water, natural as well as artificial. 

Tantrums, high airs, a display of ill humour. " She's in her 
tantrunu** 
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Tappy-lappv, as hard as you can ; applied to running. 

Tarn, a pool on a mountain. Isl. tiom, stagnum. 

Tatee, a potatoe. V, Suff. Words, taters ; and Nares* Gloss. 
potatoes, — Tatee-bogle, a scarecrow. — TATEE-BfeATMENT, 
a measure. Newc. 

Tatee and Point, a piece of fat meat said to be suspended 
over the family board — nobody knows why, and equiva- 
lent to, nobody knows what. 

Tathy-grass, short grass that has no seed, refuse grass, old 
and new mixed, the produce under trees or in old pastures 
not eaten by cattle. Perhaps, ttifty grass. 

Tattkr-wallops, ragged clothes fluttering in the wind. 

Taying, irr^ular motion ; picking the bed-clothes in febrile 
delirium. Willan. 

Tawu, Tam, a fishing line. ** A lang twine tarn" 

Taws, a pair of taws, a leather strap used by schoolmasters 
for chastising children. Isl. tattgf lorum. 

Taylior, Teaylear, a tailor. Old Eng. talyowre. See Tai- 
lor's BfENSE. 

Teangs, Tyengs, a pan* of tongs. Sax. tangan, forcipes. 
" Tyeng leg'd Dick." 

Tearan, tearing. A tearan fellow is a rough, hot headed 
person, who drives every thing before him, regardless of 
danger or of consequences. 

Tedding, applied to the dressing of h£dr and flax, as well as 
to the spreading of hay. 

Tee, or Tie, a hair-rope with which to shackle cows in milk- 
ing. Cow-tie. 

Teem, to pour out of one vessel into another. Isl. taenia^ to 
empty. ** Teem out the tea hinny," 

Teeming-wohan, one who is more prolific than every loving 
lord considers indispensably necessary to his happiness. 
Sax. teatipfuU, prole plenus, foecundus. 
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Teen, s. sorrow, injury. An old word, used by Spenser and 
3hak8peare. — Teen. tf.> angry. V. Lye, teon. 

TsETHT, cross, fretful, peevish ; generally spoken of children. 
V. Todd's John, techy. ' 

Tell, to count, to reckon. Sax. telan. Moor observes, that 
the Tellers of the Exchequer retain the name ; though 
not, perhaps, the ^t or practice. ** He cannot tell to 
twenty." 

Tell'd, told. A common corruption. " Aw telPd him on't," 

Tehse, V, and s. See Timse. 

Th, frequently changed into D ; as father, fader ; mother, 

* • moder ; Rothbury, Rodbury, 

ToACK, Theak, thatch ; both as verb and substantive. Sax. 
thiiccan, to cover ; thac, th<sc, thatch. Chaucer uses 
tliacke, 

Thatadonnet, a good for nought, the devil. Is it, that 
" adonne" (Fr.) abandoned one ? 

Thauf, Thauf-cake, a cake without yeast or any other fer- 
menting substance. Probably as conjectured by an inge- 
nious friend, from Sax. tltearfan, opus habere, necesse ha^ 
bere — necessity cake, or cake made in urgent haste, as 
what used to be called soldier's bread at the time when sol- 
diers were quartered, during marches, on private families. 
But see Todd's John, therf-bread. 

Thick, intimate. ** They are very thick just now," i. e, they 
are very familiar. '* We are not thick at all at present" — 
equivalent to not being on friendly terms. 

Thief and Reever-bell, the name given to the tolling of the 
great bell of Saint Nicholas, Newcastle, which is rung at 
8 o'clock of the evening preceding every fair — as a sort of 
invitation to all rogues and thieves so enter that good town. 
Reever, means robber ; from Sax. reafere. 
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Thingembobs, nameless trifles. Thkngeinbob, b also a vulgar 
substitution of a person's name when it is not immediately 
recollected. 

Think-shame, to feel abashed, to have a sense of shame. 

Thirl, to pierce, to perforate. Sax. thirlian, A word used by 
Chaucer. 

This-en, and That-en, in this manner and in that. 

Thiyel, a smooth stick, used for various purposes of domes* 
tic economy. Sax. ih^elj a stem or stalk. ^ He's a quetr 
stick to make a tliivel of — said of an unsteady, wayward 
person. 

Thole, to wait awhile. Su.-Got. tola, expectare. 

Thorough-go-niiible, a diarrhoea; the same as Teezey- 
Weezv. This loose sort of jargon abounds in the North. 

Thou's like, you must. '^ T7iou*s like to come,^* 

Thrang, V, to press, to thrust, to squeeze; Sax. thringan.-^ 
Chaucer uses thring, a pronunciation sdll retained in some 
parts of Yorkshire. 

Theang, s. a crowd, a throng. Pure Saxon. 

Thrang, a, much engaged, busily employed. 

Thravb, Threavb, a certain number of sheaves of com ; ge- 
nerally, I believe, twenty four — a quantity of straw. Sax. 
thretif. 

Threap, to persist vehemently, to aver pertinaciously in reply 
to denial. Sax threapian, redaiguere. 

Itt's not for a man with a woman to threaped 
Unless he first give o*er the plea. 

Ancient Version of, TaJee thy old Cloak 
about ihee, 

Thrif or Thrift-box, an earthen pot or box in which money 
is kept by young persons. 

Be 
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Throdden, fat, well grown, in good case. 

Thropple, the windpipe, the throat. ** A bull's tkrcppleJ* 

Throwing-the-Stocking, an odd 9ort of love divination, on 
the first evening of a wedding. After the bride has retired, 
and while she is undressing, she delivers one of her stock- 
ings to a female attendant, who throws it at random among 
the company assembled on this festive occasion. The per- 
son on whom it happens to alight will, it is supposed, be the 
next to enter into the happy state. Another, and more 
curious, though perhaps now obsolete mode, was for the 
guests invited to repair to the bridal chamber, where it was 
customary for the happy pair to sit up in bed, in full dress, 
exclusive of their shoes and stockings. One of the bride's 
maids then took the bridegroom's stocking ; and, standing 
at the bottom of the bed with her back towards it, threw 
the stocking with the left hand over the right shoulder, 
mming at the face of the bridegroom. This was done by all 
the females in rotation. When any of them were so fortu- 
nate as to hit the object, it was a sign that they were soon 
to be married. The bride's stocking was thrown by the 
young men at the bride in like manner ; from which a simi- 
lar prognostic was taken. 

Thruff-stone, a tomb stone. Say. thruh, V, Lye. 

Thrusty, thu-sty. A word used by Chaucer. 

Thud, the noise of a fall, a stroke causing a blunt and hollow 
sound. Sax. thoden, turbo. 

Thumping, great', huge ; as a thumping ^'m— also notorious ; 
as a thumping lie, 

Thunner, thunder. Wilb. has thunna, s. and v. 

Thur, these. Isl. iheyr, illi ; ihaeTy illae. 

Thwaite, a level pasture field. F. Todd's. John. 

TiCE, to entice. Old English, tyce. 
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TiD, Mid, Mizzbrat, Cariano, Palm, PAStB-EGG-DAv, the 
last six Sundays in Lent. The first has no name. 

Tie-pot, or Tye-top, a garland. 

TiPFY-TAPFY, a difficult piece of work. 

TiFLE, Tyfell, to entangle, to mix and knot threads together, 
to ruffle. V. Jam. hf^. 

Tift, a fit of anger, or rather the act of quarrelling. — Tipty, ill 
natured, petulant. 

Tig, a slight touch ; as a mode of salutation — a play among 
children, on separating for the night, in which every one 
endeavours to get the last touch ; cidled also, last bat. 

Tike or Tyke, a person of bad character, a blunt or vulgar 
fellow. Also a name for a dog. 

If you can like, 

A Yorkshire tike.-^Careyt Wander, jj^c. 

Till, to. Mr. Todd has shewn it to be old. 

Tiller, to send out shoots, as wheat. — Dur, Germ, theilen, 

to separate into parts. 
Tibiersome, Timmersomb, fearfuL Timorous, 
TiHMER, timber. Sw. twimer. ** A ship load of Hmmer,^* 
TiHSE, V, to sift. — TiMSE, s, a sieve. Dut. teems, Fr. tamis. 
Tine, to shut, to inclose. Sax. tynan, claudere. 
TiNG-TOSTG, the little bell of a church. Fr. tintouin, a tingling ; 

or Teut. Hnghe^anghefiy tintinare. 
Tinkler, a tinker. The celebrated WuU Allen was for many 

years the king of the tinklers in the North. He had a son, 

not less celebrated — Jamie Allen, the Northumberland 

piper. 

Nae mair he*U scan wi* anxious eyej 

The sandy shores of winding Reed, 

Nae mair he*ll tempt the finny fiy. 

The King o* TMders, Allen's dead ! 

Roxby^ Reedwater Minstrel. 
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Tippv, smart, fine. " Tippy Sob* 

TiRL, to make a slight scratching noise ; to turn over the 

leaves of a book quickly. 
TiT£, soon, easily, well. — Titter, sooner, rather. See As- 

TITE. 

Titling, a small bird attendant on the cuckoo. 

Tiv, to. — Tiv-a-Tee, just the thing. 

ToAD-BiT, a disease among cattle, absurdly imputed to the 
poison of toads ; and against which lustration by needrfire 
is employed. Dr. Willan mentions a recent instance of 
the practice, as occurring near Sedbergh. 

ToAD-UNDER-A-HARRow, the companUive situation of a poor 
fellow, whose wife, not satisfied with the mere hen-peck- 
ing of her helpmate, takes care that all the world shall wit- 
ness the indignities she puts upon him. The expression 
is also applied to any other similar, if such there be, state 
of misery. 

ToDLE or Toddle, to walk, to saunter about. " Todling 
hame** Germ, trotteln^ to trundle along. 

Tommy, a little loaf. " A soldier' s tommy ^* 

Too, shut, close. ** Put the door too^'^" It is too." DuU 
toe. Is de deur toe ? 

TooFALL, TwoFALL, or Teefall, a small building adjoining 
to, and with the roof resting on the wall of a larger one.— 
This name is also given to a small shed at the end of a 
farm house, in which are usually placed implements of agri- 
culture. In the latter sense, however, it is often pro- 
noimced Touffa. Teut. toe-vallen, adjungere se. 

TooM, or TuAM. Dan. tomme, to empty. " A toom purse."—. 
" A tuam cart." 

Toozle, to pull about ; especially applied to any rough daU 
liance with a female. 
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Top, good, excellent. — Topfeb, any thing superior — a clever, 
or extraordinary person; but generally in an ironical 
sense. 

ToPSHAN, the head man or manager, the chief hind or bailiff. 

ToRious, notorious. ** A Uoriout liar that." 

ToRMiT,' TuRMiT, a tumlp. 

Tosh, a projecting or unseemly tooth — a tusk. 

TossiCATED, perplexed ;' as if intoxicated. 

Tote, the whole. ** The whole tote** A common pleonasm. 
Lat. tottu, 

ToTEY, bad tempered. " A totey body^ 

ToTHER, TuTHER, the Other. See Tane. 

TotGH, Tbdgh, tedious, difficult. ** A ttmgh journey." — 
** Teugh tuarkJ' Apparently, the original sense of the 
word. 

TowGHEB, a portion or dowry, dower. Cumb, Toker^ in 
other places, means the same. V, Jam. tocher, 

TowLiNG, a mischievous amusement among the boys in New- 
castle, during the evenings of the horse-fairs. It consists 
of whipping up and down the different " choice tit biti* 
shewn on those occasions. From the enquiries I have 
made, I find it has been practised from time immemorial. 

Tram, a small sledge. 

Tramp, a mechanic travelling from place to place in search of 
work. 

Trampbrs, beggars, who traverse extensive tracts of country,, 
soliciting from door to door. 

Translators, cobblers who buy oM boots and shoes and make 
them up anew for sale. The Castle Garth, in Newcastle,, 
is the Grand Emporium of this learned and gentle crafi, 

TraNsmogrifibd, transformed, metamorphosed. 

Trash, ** to trample on in a careless manner," Todd's John.. 
It is rather, to tramp about with &tigue. 



22ri tRIC 

Tricky, artful, cunning. Full of tricks. 

Tbig, V, to fill, to stuff. — Trig, a, full. 

Trig, neat, trim ; or rathjer tricked out, or what is called^;i<?. 

Trim, to chastise, to beat soundly. " I'll trim your jacket.'* 

Trippit and Coit, a game similar to spell and ore. Newc. 
Called Trippit and Rack in parts of North. The trippit 
is a small piece of wood obtusely pointed. See Spell 
AND Ore. 

Trist, Tryst, a fair for black cattle, horses, sheep, &c. Long 
Framlington trist, Felton trt/st. North, Sc. trt/st, an 
appointment to meet. F, Jam. 

Trod, a foot path through a field Isl. trod. 

Trollibags, tripe. V. Suff. Words, trullibvbs^ 

TaoNES, a steel yard. Isl. trana, grus. 

Trumph, a trump at cards. Common among the vulgar. 

TuBBER, a cooper. A maker of tubs. 

TuE, to labour long and patiently, to fatigue by repeated or 
continued exertion. Fr. /wer, se tuer, originally to kill ; 
but used also for, to fatigue or weary. // se ttie, he wea- 
ries himself; or, in ^orth country language, he tues him- 
self. " Tuing on" — ^toiling /away. '* A tuing life" — a la- 
borious life. " A tiling sotd**^^ hard working person. 
" Sare tues"— great difficulty in accomplishing any thing. 

Tuel, a species of bantering; or rather a tendency to squab- 
ble accompanied with it — any troublesome intermeddling. 
" Dinna haud me sic a tuel" 

Tug, to rob, to destroy. " To tug a nest" 
TuiFFiT, or Tewfex, the lapwing. See Peez-weep. 

TuM, to separate or card wool. 

Tup, *. a ram. — Tup, ». to give the ram. Shakspeare, in 
Othello, uses the verb in a more extended sense ; but the 
passage cannot well be quoted. 
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TussEL/or Tussle, a struggle, a contest. 

Twang, a quick pull, a tweak — also pain. V, Moor. 

TwATTLE, to pat, to make much of, to fondle. See Be- 

TWATTLED. 

TwBA, TWEE, two. Sax. twa, — TwEAsoME, Twosome, two in 

company. 
TwEA-FACED, decdtful. Sax. ttoe^feald^ duplex. 
Twill, a quill ; either for a pen, or on which to wind yarn. — 

r. Ray. 
TwiLT, a quilt or bed cover. V. Todd*s John, to twiU, 
Twine, to cr}'. — Twiny, fretful, uneasy. 
TwiNTER, a beast of two vnntert old. Sax. twy^rUer, duos 

annos natus. 
TwiTCH-BELL, the eaiwig. 
Twitter, to tremble, to be in a state of uneasiness. Germ. 

zittem, to shiver or quake. 



U. 

Ug, to feel abhorrence at.— Ugsome, disgusting, exciting ab- 
horrence. — North. 

JPm — H'm, or Umhih, an indifferent careless manner of as- 
senting to what is said ; pronounced with the month shut, 

* the last syllable short : very common in Newcastle. A 
literary friend suggests a derivation from umph, ascribed 
satirically to the Society of Friends. 

Un, one — referring to an individual ** H^t a bad un** 

Unaccountable, s. a strange character ; an unpromising per- 
son. 

Uncanny, giddy, careless, imprudent. It is also applied by 
the superstitious to one supposed to possess supernatural 
influence. Sc. no fartn^.— Uncannily, unthinkingly, 
thoughtlessly. 
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Undercvmstand, to understand. A mere vulgar change. 

Umdiort^ undressed, undecked. V. Todd's John. 

UNFREM'Dy unkind. See Freii'd. 

Ungear, to unharness. *' Ungear the yoke** 

Ukhonest, dishonourable, ^honest. Stated in Todd's John. 

to be obsolete ; but it is not so in the North. 
Unket, Unkid, strange, unusual. Sax. uticutk, alienus.-^UN- 

KETs, Unkids, news. 
Unlicked-cub, an ignorant, unpolished youth. 
Unmackly, ill-shapen, of a clumsy appearance. 
Unpossible, for impossible. Not in Johnson but admitted by 

Mr Todd ; and well authorized. The word is frequent 

with the vulgar in the North. 
Unrid, to rid. Here the particle is of no force.-r-UNRip, a 

common word in the North — authorized by some of our 

best writers — ^is similarly circumstanced. 
Unsneck, to lift a latch ; as of a door. 
Unsoncy, Unsonsy, careless, luckless, unpleasant, disagree- 
able. See Soncy. 
Upbraid, to rise on the stomach, as well as to reproach. 
Upcast, v, to upbraid. — Upcast, s, a taunt, reproach. 
Upcasting, a rising of the clouds above the horizon, especi^ 

ally as threatening rain. 
Uphad, Uphaud, to warrant against defects. Uphold. 
Uppish, a sort of cant word for understanding. 
Upsides, quits. To be uptides with any one, is to threaten 

vengeance fbran injury or affront. Upwith, equal. 
ifBCHiN, a hedge-hog. Chaucer uses urchon, V. Nares' 

Gloss. 
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V. 

Vampbb, to vapour or swagger, to make an ostentatious ap- 
pearance. Welsh, gwemp, splendid. 

Vardie, opinion, judgment. Perhaps a corruption of verdict. 

VABJfEif T, Vebment, Yermin— 4dso a term of reproach, par- 
ticularly to a child. 

Vabba, Varry, Vurry, very. 

Vekmel, a sewer. ^Probably from kennel, an open water course. 

Vbntebsome, Venturesobie, rash} adventurous. 

Verter, a common corruption of virtue. 

ViEWLf, pleasant to the sight, striking to the eye, handsome. 

Vine-pencil, a black lead pencil. 

Virgin's Garijlnd. Many country churches in the North 
are adorned with these garlands; in token, says Bourne, of j 
esteem and love, and as an emblem of reward in the heap 
venly Church. They are made of variegated coloured 
paper, rqiresenting flow^, fastened to small sticks cros- 
sing each other at the toip, and fixed at the bottom by a 
circular hoop. From the centre is suspended the form of 
a woman's glove cut in white pt^)er, on which the name 
and age of the deceased are sometimes written. 

To her sweet mem'ry flow*ry Garkmdt strung. 
On her now empty seat aloft were hung.— Gay. 

VoKT, VoKBT, mobt, juicy. Wokie occurs in Peirs Plough- 
man. 



W. 
Wabble, to move easily, to red, to wave ; as growing com 
on a windy day. See Waffle. 

Ff 
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Wad» black Imd^-CmA. Pure Snon. "^ A wadp^nciL' 

WADyWoaduiedby dycn. Sax. tnoi. ^ Am Ume oi wod,* 

Wad, would. "^ ife imm^ at wad V— 4ie would^ that he 
would. 

Waiuui» Waudbn, young and active— vigorouB in limb. ** A 
umdentad:' 

Wadleb^wifb, the keeper of a regiater office for servants. — 
Ntweattie. 

Wab MB ! <fr Wab's mb ! an exclamation of sorrow, equiva- 
lent to woe is me. Sax. wa is me. 

Wav7, Waitb, Wraith, an apparition in the exact resem- 
blance of a person, supposed to be seen just before or soon 
after death. It may be from the aiiy form of the object ; 
a UM^ or transient view being called a waf; but see Jam. 
wraith, I have conversed with persons who have gravely 
and unequivocally asserted that they have seen these spec- 
tral appearances of their deceased friends and relations. 

Waffle, to wave, to fluctuate. Sax. waJSau, vaciDare. 

Wag, to beckon with the hand. *' Le^g wag <m Mm,** 

Wag-at-thb-Waw, Waggbb, a cheap wooden German dock. 
Perhaps from the pendulum being exposed; or, provind- 
ally, seen wagging against the wall. 

Wagb, pay for service. Both Johnson and Nares say, used 
only in the plural. In the North, however, the smgular 
is in conunon use. ** Whafi your wagef** 

Waifikgbr, an estray. Law Lat. wamum. 

Waibsh, Weabsb, thin, watery, weak, insipid. It is also used 
to • express a griping in the bowds. V, Todd's John. 
weerith. 

Wait, wot* Sax. wat, firom witan. 

Waiter, Waatbr, water. Sax. wieter. 

Waiter, or Waterp^brash, a disease in the stomach. P«k 
hap s from the bursting or discharge of aqueout humour. 



WALL m 

Waits, musicians who play by night in the streets about the 
time of Christmas and the new year ; originally a town- 
band of musicians. One of the old towers', in Newcastle, 
was formerly called the waits' tower, and was the place of 
their meeting. Their playing to Oliver Cromwell, while 
that extraordinaiy character was entertained at dinner, on 
his route to or from Scotland, is traditionally remembered. 
The term is apparently from Mc£.-Grot.' wakU, vigilia, ex- 
cubis ; these waits being anciently viewed as a sort of 
watchmen. 

Wake, v. to watdi by a corpse, to sit up with a person all 
night. See Lakb-wake. 

Wak£, «. a country feast, a rural fair. V, Hutchinson's His- 
tory of North; vol. iL p. 26 ; and Brand's Pop. Antiq. vol. 
i. p. 422. 

Tarts and custards, creams and cakes, 
Are the junketts still at Wakes,^-~Herrick, 

Wake, a. weak. Sax. wac. *^ A tvakely body." 

Wale, Wbahl, v. to select, to choose, to sort. Su.p*Got. 
waeUa, eligere. Germ, toahkny to pick out. — ^WalE, «. 
•choice. 

Walk-mill,, a fulling-mill. Genn. wa&muhie. Before the 
introduction of machinery it was customary to use the 
feet in fulling cloth. 

Wall^ Walls, to boil. Su«*Got. waella, sstuare, ferver^. — 
Waui, a slight boiling. 

Wall->btxd. In those parts of the North, with which I am 
best acquainted, persons are said to be waU^^y^df when the 
white of the eye is very large, and to one side. On the 
borders, ^tic folki* are considered unlucky, llieterm 
ii also applied to horses with similar eyes. The author 
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of the Oav. Gloss, explains waU-een^ to mean white or 
green eyes; and does not consider the etymology very 
satisfactory, either in Nares or Todd. Their ideas cer- 
tainly are at vanance with the Northern signification of 
the word. Grose defines it, *' an eye with little or no 
sig^t, all white like a plaistered wall." 

WAUiOP, to move quickly and with much agitation of the body, 
or clothes. Teut. wal'Qppe. — Walloping, a slatternly 
manner. 

Wallow, insipid. . See Welsh. 

Walwjp, «. to beat. ** Au^l wallttp yahP — ^Wallup; *. a blow. 

Wame, Wbam, Weoie, the stomach, the beUy. ]yioe.-Got. 
Kwrm^, uterus. Sa3(. wamb, venter. 

Wan, a corruption of wand. ** A yard-wanJ^ — " A niU'wan** 

Wandy, long and flexible ; like a wand, 

Wang-tooth, dens molaris. Pure Sax. Before the use of 
seals in England, according to Verstqgan, persons passing 
deeds bit the wax with the wang-tooth. 

Wanklb, Wankellt, uncertain ; as wankle or wankelly wea- 
ther. Sax. wanely instabUis, vadllans. Germ, wanken^ to 
change. It also means, weak, loose. 

War, worse. Sax. weerrtL A Spenserian word. *' War 
and waf^* — ^worse and worse. 

Warble, a sort of worm in cattle. F. Jam^ 

War^day, every day in the week except Sunday. Workings- 
day, " Sunday and war^dayr 

War, beware. ** War hehwP Sax. wariany cavere. 

Ware, v, to expend or lay out money ; originally, perhaps, on 
wares. 

Ware, s, sesrweed. Sax. war, alga marina. 

Ware, *. delf. « WhUe ware,^*-^** Brown wareP 

Wark, V, to ache. ^ Maw heed warlu^ — Wark, 9, a pain or 
ache. ^ The belly wark,^^ Sax. wtsrc^ dolor. 
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Wark, v. to work. "He can neither work nor want." — 
Wark-folks, labourers.' 

Warm, to beat. ** Au^l warm yor hide?* 

Warn, WaAnd, to warrant. ** Awt wamd hmP 

Warp, to open. A hen is said to warp when she lays. Sax. 
atuarpan, ejicere. 

Warse, worse. " Wane and wane** M(£.-Got. wain, 
Chaucer uses wene, — Warst, the worst. 

Warsen, to grow worse. " He wanerCd sadly** 

Waisting, a consumption, a decline. 

Wa't, indeed. « Wa*t tt^f'— indeed it is. 

Watching on St. Mark's Eve. Young rusdcs will sometimes 
watch, or at least pretend to watch, through the night in 
the church porch, with a view of sedng the ghosts of all 
those who are to die the next year, pass by them ; which 
they are said to do in their usual dress. The persons 
making, or supposed to have made, this v^l, are a terror 
to the neighbourhood. On the least ofience they are apt, 
by significant looks or hints, to insinuate to the credulous 
the speedy death of some valued friend or relative.— 
Some of the young girls too follow the ancient method of 
sowing hemp-seed; while others prepare the dumb cake 
with * ingredients traditionally suggested in v^tching dog- 
greL 

Wath, Wartr, a water-ford. Sax. wadan, vadere. 

Wattles, teat like excrescences that hang from the cheeks of 
some swine, as well as the meanings assigned in Todd's 
John. 
Waw, Wo, a wall. — North, — ^Wogh, Lane, and York, Sax. 

wah. 
Wax, to grow. In general use. — ^Waxbn, growing. Dut. 
wasting. " Hoot man I ^He^s just a half-waj^d lad / Its 
sartin he^s getten the waxen chumeltJ* 
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Wax-bnd, the waged thread used by cordwainen. 

Wra, Wbha, oppreised with woe, sorrowfiil. Sax. wa^ aiBio 
tiw. ** I am weka for you**— I pity you. ** I am weka for 
your loss** — I am distressed at your loas. 

Wbakt, juicy, moist, watery. V, Jam. wak. 

WiART, vexatious, troublesome. ^ A weary feO&w*^ — ** A 
weary Mm.'* — ** Oh ! M% a weary body,** Sax. weerig, 
infestus. 

WsATHiB-QALL, a phenomenon something like a second rain- 
bow — svd to indicate bad weather. Germ, watstergaile. 
F. Nares* Gloss. fVater^aU. 

Wbath£R^lbam, clear sky near the horizon — spoken of ob- 
jects seen on the ridge of a lofty hill, so as to appear as if 
in the sky. In this situation, as Dr. Willan observes, a 
man looks gigantic ; he seems to tread on air, and to be 
clad with radiance, like one of Ossian's departed heroes. 
Sax. w(gder, coelum, and gieam, splendcn*. 

Webster, or Wabster, a weaver. Sax. webbeeire, textrix, a 
female weaver. The use of this term, as remarked by Dr. 
Jam. indicates that, among our fore&thers, the work of 
weaving was appropriated to women. This, it is well 
known, was the case among the Greeks and other ancient 
nadons, who considered it an employment unworthy of 
the dignity of man. 

Wbb, Utde, small ** A ivee bUr-^'' A Utile wee tMng:* V. 
Jam. 

A little wee &ce with a little yellow beard. 

Shak, Merry Wivet qf JVMtor. 

WxBNS, children. LUtle onet. ^ How are the weetu f* 
Weel, well. — Webl-te-dse, well to do— living comfort- 
ably. 
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Weel-sum-oa ! itderjec, a blessing on you. 

Weel's-mon-thee ! God bless you. 

VfMBniy V, to nun, to wet. — Wbet, s. slight rain. Sax. uxsta, 
humiditas. Chaucer uses wetCj v, and a. 

Weeze, a circular roll of straw, wool, or other soft substance, 
for protecting the head under the pressure of a load or 
biuthen. Probably from Teut. wtucy caespes ; or it may 
be from ease. Brand thinks it a corruption of wisp. 

Welk, to dry, to wither. V, Todd's John. 

Well, to weld. Sw. weUa, Sax. we&en^ to be very hot. 

Welly, very near — a contraction of well mgh. 

Welsh, insipid. Teut. gaelsch, Welsh and wallow are sy- 
nonyma. Broth and water, and pottage without salt, are 
wallow or ufelsh, A person whose face has a raw, pale, 
and unhealthy look — ^whom a keen frosty morning pinches, 
and to whom it gives an appearance of misery and poverty 
— ^has a welsh and wallow face. A welsh day, is the same 
as a sleety day, when it is neither thaw nor frost : but a 
wallow day is when a cold, strong and hollow wind pre- 
vails. Wallow, applied to the state of the weather, is per- 
haps only applicable in a rugged and mountainous country. 

Welter, to reel or stagger. Teut. welteren, volutare. 

Wend, to go. Sax. wetuhtL Not obsolete, as stated by Dr. 
Johnson. 

Went, for gone. Frequent in the North, as wdl as among 
the Cockneys. V. Pegge^s Anecd. Eng. Lang. p. 233. 

Went, Wented, applied to milk when it has been kept till it 
be approaching to sourness. 

Werrit, to teaze. If a person, extremely ill, were impor- 
tuned to any measure to which he felt reluctant or' con- 
trary to hia inclination, he would request not to be wer* 
rited so much aboiit it. 
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Wesh, V, t6 wash. — Wesh, s, stale urine, sometimes used in 
washing. Teut. wasch, lotura. 

Wet-hand, a drunken person ; very properly termed by 
Bewick (Fables of ^sop, p. 138), " an old filtering stone." 

Whack, v. to strike, to beat. A variation of thwack* 

Whack. *. appetite. " What a whack he's got,^' 

Whacker, v, to tremble, to quake. — Whackering, trembling. 

Whacker, s. a lie. — Wrapper, the same. Both in a meta- 
phorical sense. 

Whang, v. to flog, or chastise with a thong. — Whang, 
Whyeng, * a leather-thong. 

Whang, a thick or large piece of any thing eatable ; especially 
bread or cheese. 

Whanging-fellow, a stout lusty person. 

Whap, V, to bedt soundly. — Whap, s, a knock-down blow. 

Whapper, any thing unoomraonly large. In many instances, 
as remarked by Dr. ¥^lan, our forefathers seem to have 
estimated wdghts and magnitudes by the force of their 
blows. Thus, they employed in gradation the terms slap' 
per, smacker, banger, thumper, thwacker, swirtger, and 
rattier. The word buriip^r, concerning which so much has 
been said and surmised, the Doctor thinks is not of a more 
exalted origin than what is here stated. 

Whatsomiwer, however, whatever, 

Whatten, what kind of, what. « Whatten o'clock iit ?" 

Whaup, a curlew. Scolopax arquata, — linnseus. 

Whazle, Wheezle, v. to draw the breath with difficulty. 
Su.-Got. hwaesa, — Whazle, s. an indication of asthma. 

WHE,who. *' Whe's there:' " Whe was we yah.** 

Wheam, smooth, sheltered, impervious to the wind. Perhaps, 
as suggested tq me by a skilful etymologist, a corrruption 
of Holm, 
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Whean, to coax, to flatter. ** What a wheavdng way she A«t.*' 

Whelk, a thump or blow, the noise made by the falling of any 
thing heavy. 

Whemmsl, or Whammel, to turn upside down, to tumble over. 
Teut. wemekn^ frequenter et leviter movere. 

Whbt, Whit, Whitb, to cut with a knife. '' WMng «/td(r«." 
Whittub-te-whet, to sharpen, to set an edge on. 

Whbtstone, a prize for lying. F. Brand's Pop. Antaq. vol. i. 
p. 429, & seq. and Nares' Gloss. In the former work 
is mentioned a custom, now I think obsolete, among the 
colliers at Newcastle, of gjivn^ a pin to a person in com- 

f 

[)any by way of hinting to him that he is Jibbing, If ano- 
ther pitnban outlie him, he in turn delivers the pin to him. 
Ko duels ever ensued on the occasion. 

WuEWT, to whistle.— Whxw, or Whub, a whistle. 

Wrick, quick, alive. ** fVhick and a kve,** a common expres- 
sion in Newcastle, among certain ladies, who neither sell 
the best fish, nor speak the plainest English. 

Wricks, plants or slips of the white thorn. *' A fc;AtcA>hedge" 
—a quickset-hedge. 

Whickkns, couch ^rass, a general name for creeping weeds.— 
WHiCKSMnro, plucking them up. 

Whiddxa, Whithbr, to shake, to quake, to shiver ; hence a 
wkUker of cold, a shivering cold. *' All m a whither,*' — all 
in a tremble. 

Whibw, to fly hastily, to make great speed. 

Wriff, a transient view. In a w^f, in a short time. 

Whig, sour whey. Sax. AoKsg, serum. — WHiGOSNN'i^WHEr, 
a pleasant liquor made by infusing various aromatic herbs 
in ndiey, and sdfering it to undergo a fermentation. 

Whilb, until ** Stay tahiie I come back.*' Nares quotes 
several examples for this miniie of the word. 

G« 
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Whilk, which. Sax. htuilc, Dan. hviUie, Chaucer uses 
wMike, 

Whilt, an indolent person. ** An idle vMtJ* 

Whingeino^ whining, sobbing or crying peevishly. Su.-G6t. 
wenga, plorare. 

WriiNNERKEB, a meagre, thin faced person, with a sharp nose. 
Grose, following Ray, says, perhaps from some bird that 
feeds, or is bred among wMnt ; but I think it is more likely 
from Welsh, wyneb, a face, a visage. 

Whims, gorse or furze. An old word. 

Whippeb and Houghbr, an officer of the Corporation, New- 
castle. See HouGHER. 

Whippsiusnapper, a diminutive, insignificant person. 

Whisht ! hush ! be silent. '* Whiihi ! dkina mack tic a 
noise** This vulgarism, if such it be, is not without an- 
cient authority, being used by Latimer and others. 

WmsKET, or WisKiT, a sort of basket. V, Nares' Gloss. 

Whissontide, Whitsuntide. — Whisson-Sunday, Whitsunday. 

Whistle, ** the mouth ; the organ of whistling," says John- 
son ; quoting Walton's Angler. 

Let*s drink the other cup to titet Our whistiet, and so 
sing away all sad thoughts. 

Here whisUe surely means the throat. In the North, to 
wet one^t wMttle is a common phrase for, to take a good 
drink; and, without charging the amiable old Izaac with 
tippling, that, in all probability, was his meaning. Indeed, 
its use in this sense is very ancient. 

I wete my whygteO as good drinkers do. — Paisgraoe^ 

White, to requite. ** God white you !" V, R^y. 
Whiteheft, flattery. '* WkUeheft o* Lunnun,** 
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Whitb-rerring, a pickled, and not a fresh herring — ^with all 
due deference to Archdeacon Nares. See his Glossary, 
where it is stated^ in regard tb Stevens's explanation (fflmi- 
lar to my own) and his reference to the Northumberland 
HoutehoU Book, that ** there tJ^ree are ordered for a young 
I lord or lady's breakfitfc, and ybvr for my lord's, which no 

lord or lady could potMy eat,** This may be quite true ; 
but what does it prove ? From Bishop Percy's prefiice to 
the North, Houtehoid Book, it appears that the Earl was a 
nobleman of great magnificence and taste; and consider- 
ing the splendid establishment detailed in that cuiious me- 
morial of the olden time, more white herrings might be pro- 
vided ** for a young lord or lady's breakfast," as well as 
''for my lord's," than they actually did, or could potsibfy 
eat:* 

Wmrt-NBB'D-CRAW, a rook ; the carrion crow being called itys 
black nel^d craw, 

Whitumo, a spedes of trout, the history of which is very lit- 
tle known. Hey are frequently taken in the river T^ie ; 
but like the biandling and the salmon-smdt, always with- 
<mt spawn. In some parts they are called wkUmgs, and 
are generally supposed at last to become safanon. Sw. 
kuntimg, a whiting. 

WHims-WHATTBimo, speaking low and privately — ^whisper- 
ing between two persons, to the ezdurion of a third — also 
indecision, or procrastination, on frivolous pretences. 

Writtlb, a knife; generaUy a elatp-kmfe. Sax. whytd, 
** An harden sark^ a guee grauingf and a whittle gait" 
were all the salary of a dergyman, not many years ago, in 
Cumberiand ; in other words, his entire stipend consisted 
of a shirt of coarse linen, the r^t of commoning geese, 
and the privO^ of using a knife and fork at the table of 
his parishionen. 
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Whiz, to hiss like hot iron ia water. See Fizz, 

Whizzer, a falsehood. More mud than troth. . 

Whussel, a corruption of whistle.-— WHUssiSLrWooD, the 
alder and plane-tree ; used hy boys in making whistles. 

Whuthebjn, Whuthbbino, a throbbing or palpitation at the 
heart. ^ De^Uiweil tha / Tkou^s maed me keaurt aa whu- 
theragenP* 

Why, or Quisv, the same as Hbifbr; which gee, Dan. qtde. 
— ^Why, or QuBY-CALFy a cow-calf. 

WHYLLYMBa, a species of cheese remarkable for its porerty. 
In a note to Andorson's Ballads, its surfiice is said to be 
so hard, that it frequently bids defiance to the keenest 
edge of a Cumbrian guU^^ and its interior substanee so very 
toug^, that it affiMTds rather occupation to the teeth of a 
rustic than nourishment to his body, making his hour of 
repast the severest pert of his day's labour. 

WiDDERSFUL, laboriously endeavouring, actively striving* 

WiDDEY, a tough band made of oziers, partially dried in the 
fire \ used for many agricultural purposes. The iron ring, 
uniting the band of a cow and the post to whidi she is 
tied, is, in some places, still called a iwiiQU^, firom ita having 
been made of oiiers before the common use of iron. ^ A» 
tough at a uiddey^ The word seems evidently rdatod to 
wiUow, Old Bug. wUhe^f, Sax. wUkig, 

WinoLE, to fret« V, Jam. widdiU, 

WiDE-GOAT, an upper'or great coat. 

Wife, a woman, whether married or not. " An .apple wife*' 
:-" A JUh tw/<r."— « A tripe w^er Sax. n^, molier, fas- 
mina. 

Wig, a cake or bun. " A pimn loig."— " A spicp vig,** Twt. 
wegghef panis triticejts. 

WifiGHA-WAoeLB, a tremulous undulating motioii. /ire 
Wabble. 
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WiGHTT, Strong and active. V. Todd'f) John, wight, 

WiKBy Wicker, a mark used in setting out tidies ; generally 
a small branch of a tree. 

WiKs, WioKS, comers ; as the tmks 9f thfe mouth. 6u.-Got 
wiky angulus. 

Will, for thall ; and WoviJ>, for ihwild ; p9$9im ** Tny North 
CouNTBETB.'* The Northumbrian gentry disrelish any 
admonition of these inveterate errors in languid Such 
mistakes, however, are IncorrigiUe, both in them and vin 
their neighbours, the Soots. Even such writers as Blair 
and Robertson are not always iezempt from tins disfigure- 
ment. 

Willey-Wanp, a stem of the willow. Sax. we^, and ivand. 
** A mere mUey-wanff^^-KsfiUBSk applied to a tall, thin 
person. 

Wiv, to dry hay by exposing it to the Mr, to get in harveut 
generally. Sax. m'sdtmfi, ventilare. Tent, wmnen^ col- 
ligere fructus terrae. ** Well foon hmf^* 

Yt felleibowgfat the Lamasse tyde. 

Whan husbonds wynn ther haye. 
The dowghtye Dowglaase bowyad hym to ryde. 

In Vnghmd to take a praye. 

BatOeefOiterUmnie. 

Win, to raise, to get ; as coals from a mine, or stones from a 

quarry. Sax. umnan ; Su.-Got. wmnoy laborare, tabore 

acquirere. 
Winder, v, to winnow. — ^Wikdbr, *. a window. V, Crav. 

Gloss. 
Windle, or WiNNEL-eTREE, R loRg kind of bent grass. Sax. 

windel-^trefnoe. 
Windy, noisy, verbose, marvellous in narration. ^ A windy 

hath.*'--** Clow, Low, and WMy Jack.^ 
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Winkers, the eyes. " Maw winkers to dazzleJ* 

WiNNA, WiNNOT, will not. " He wmna did.** — " He iuinnot 
come** 

Winsome, Wunsome, lively, cheerful, gay. Sex* wkuum, 

WiHTER, an instniment of iron hung against the bars of a fire 
place, used to heat smoothing irons upon. 

WiRDLB, to perform any thing laboriously and slowly. 

Wise, to shew or direct — North, Sax. wirian, monstrare. 
« Wise him in."— « Wise him out."— « Wise the door open." 
It also means, to insinuate, to worit into ; as to wise into 
company or into fiivour ; that is, to do it cunningly. 

Wise, to let go. ** Wise off that _rope there** 

Wise-like, possessing the appearance of wisdom or propriety.' 
Sax. wis-Rcy sapiens, prudens. 

Wise-man, a periphrasis for a conjurer, or wizard. Wretches 
of this description are still, I fear, occasionally consulted. 

WisHY-wASHT, poor looking, 'weak, not to the point. 

Wit, Wite, Wyte, ». to know. Moe.-Got. and Sax. wiian, 
Su.-€rot. weta^ scire. ** Wjfte ofCf* — sure of it. ** ru 
ne*er let wi^* — Fll not inform, or FU keep it secret. 

Wit, s intelligence, information. Pure Saxon. ^ He got 
wif*'^he obtained intelligence. *'Don*t let wif* — don't 
give any information. 

Wite, blame, imputation. A Chaucerian word, used by 
Spenser. Sax. tmtan, imputare. 1Su.-Grot. ftfite, poena. * 

Witte-witte-way, a game among boys — ^which I do not re- 
member in the South. 

Wit, with.— iVbi^. and Dwr. Wi,'— York. 

WisasBNED, Wizzent, dry, parched, withered, wrinkled, shri- 
velled. Sax. wisman, arescere. 

WoAD, mad, furious. Sax. wod^ insanus, furiosns. Wode oc- 
curs several times in Chaucer. 
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WoMBiEL, or WuMBiJB, an auger. From ivbnble, , 

Won, Wun, to dwell, to haunt or frequent. Not obsolete, as 
stated by Ash ; being common in Cumb, and Lane, Sax. 
woman, vmman, Teut. wotmen, habitare. Cornish, won." 
nen, to stay, to tarry. 

Woo, wool. A common pronunciation in many places. 

WoR, our. — WoBSEU-s, ourselves. 

Word. To take one's word again, to retract, to change one's 
mind. 

Worm, a serpent of great magnitude, a hideous monster in 
t)ie shape of a worm or dragon. Popular tradition has 
handed down to us, through successive generations, with 
yery little variation, the most romantic details of the ra^ 
vages committed by these all devouring worms, and of the 
valour and chivalry displayed by their destroyers. With- 
out attempting to account for the origin of such tales, or 
pretending in any manner, to vouch for the matters of fact 
contained in them, it cannot be disguised, that many of the 
inhabitants of the County of Durham in particular, still 
implicitly believe in these ancient superstitions. The Worm 
ofLambton is a fiunily legend, the authenticity of which 
they will not allow to be questioned. Various adventures 
and supernatural incidents have been tnmsmitted from 
father to son, illustrating the devastation occasioned^ and 
the miseries inflicted by the monster — and marking the 
self-devotion of the Knight of the Lambton fiunily, through 
whose intrepidity the worm was eventually destroyed. — 
But the lapse of centuries has so completely enveloped in 
obscurity the particular details, that it is impossible to give 
a narration which could in any degree be considered as 
complete. The story related in the recent, splendid, 
and elaborate History of Durham is incorrect in rosEny 
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porticulara. Those parts which allode to the pro&nelbhing 
on a Sunday, and the consequences resultlqg firom it, are 
mere modem disfigurements of the original tradition, ut- 
terly at varianoe with the state of the times— amusements 
on the Sabbath, in those days, when GMholidsm prevailed, 
not beiog regarded as an act of profirneness. A conieal 
hill b still shewn on the banks of the Wear, about two 
miles from Lambton, which from time unmemorial has 
been called the Worm HUl^ and round which the serpent 
u said to hare coiled itself, 

WOKMrr, worm-wood, The wormU-MU, in High Friar Chare, 
Newcastle { now removed. 

Worry, to eat voraciously, to choak, to suffocate. T. Ray. 

Wou, the worst kind of swipet. ^ ThatU sony wau'^real rot 
gut" Hie word is also applied to weak tea, or any very 
worthless liquor. ^ Farthing toou.** 

Wraok, or Wraciouobr, another name for the same species 
of trout as the brandling, which tee» It is faintly barred 
or branded down the sides. 

Wrano, wroqg. Pure daxon. — ^Wrakoslv, falsely. 

Wrat, WRATTBN,a wart. Dut. and Sc. wnit, 

Wrbckling, an unhealthy feeble child— the youngest or weak- 
est of the breed among animals — the smallest bird in the 
nest— any ill-grown creature. See Dowpt. 

Wriddbn, or Wrbbdsn, cross, ill-natured ; ^iplied in particu* 
lar to children. 

WRouT,-to bore, to d^ up like a hog. Sax. wrotan^ sulngere. 
Qiauoer has wrote, 

WuD, witfa^— CWsi&. ^ Ood be trad A«r^'— God rest her soul. 

Wyb, well, yes. — Wnt— Wtb, very well ; yes, yes. • A com- 
mon expression of assent. Br. om. 

Wtlbooat, an under-vest ; generally of flannel. 
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Wtlleuent, or Wulleubnt, a pale, sickly looking person. 

9 

Y. 

Tad, Yawd, a worn out cart horse — an old mare. Jade, 

Yaitings, Yeatings, single sheaves of com; especially of 
oats.' 

Yaits, Yets, oats. ** A poke a* yets^* See the last article. 

Yammee, to complain, to whine. Germ, ^'antsiem.— Yam- 
KBiiiNG, making a continual noise ; such as proceeds from 
contentious women, or from fistful and peevish children. 
Hie word, indeed, stands for a very complex idea, into 
which enters a comlnnation of habitual fi^tfulness, discon- 
tent, brawling, and anger. 

Come, dinna, dinna whinge an* whipe,. 
Like ffarnmering Isbel Macky. 

Song, Sob CrankyU Adieu, 

Yan, Yen, one. — Yance, Yence, once. 

Yansell, Yenseul, one's self. 

Yap, i^t, quick. Sax. gep^ astutus. In Peirs Ploughman I 
find yepy which Dr. Whitaker considers of the same origin, 
and explains in the sense of alert and vigorous. 

Yap^ Yep, an opprobrious epithet. ** A tweorfaced yepP"^ 
^ Had yor tongue yak yep^ 

Yaek, or Ybrk, to wrench or twist forcibly. * 

Yaek, to beat soundly. IsL hreckia, pulsare. A favourite 
word among the vulgar. ^ Av^l yark yah^ yah dirty bai^ 
tard yah ; aufve had nunrfath wah yee nor d the bairns aw 
€ver had, in aw me life; there* s ne.nc thing at leeving 
for yah P* 

Yaupimg, crying, lamenting. Teut. galpen, gannire instar 
vulpis. Kilian. 

Hh 
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Yeathcr, a flexible twjg used lor binding hedges. 
Yrbble, able. ** Am Itmg at u^aryMle,** 
Ybbuns, Yeablesca, Ysbblbsbe, perhaps. See Abuns. 
Yell, ale. Sax. eaie, — Ysll-rou9R, an ale-house. — ^Yell- 

wira, the lady of '*mine host,^* a hostess in her own 

right. 
Ybllow-towley, YouwKiifGy the yellow bunting. Emberiza 

eiirmeUa, — Linnaeus. A vulgar prejudice exists in Scotland 

against this bird. V, Jam. yeldring. 
Yblp, to cry out in a loud manner; as it were like a dog. — 

Yelping, shouting. 
Ybarth, Yborth, a common pronunciation of earth. 
Ybrning, rennet. Germ, gerinnetif to coagulate. A plant 

used in North Tindale to curdle milk for cheese is called 

yeming grass. See Kbslip. 
Yet, Ykte, Yat, a gate. Both Chaucer and Spenser use 

yate, — Yet-stoop, a gate post. 
Ybtung, a small pan or boiler. So called, I suppose, from 

being made of catt metal, V. Jam. yetland, 
Ybuk, V, to itch. Jyut. jeuken, — Yeuk, i, a cutaneous disease 

—jocosely denominated the plague of Scotland. 
YissERDAY, yesterday,— Yissernbbt, yesternight. 
Yob, your.^ — Yor-sell, yourself. 
Yo0, YowB,a ewe. Sex. eowe, ovis fbsmina. 
YouL, Yowl, to cry, to howl. Isl. gola, ululare. 
Youngster, a novitiate in any thing. 

Youth, in the sense of vigorous age. *' He's a fine old youth J* 
Yube, the udder of a cow. Dut. vifer. 
Yui£, Yull, the festival of Christmas-^-the winter solstice of 

the Northern nations. V, Dure, Jul, — Jam. yule^^-rimd 

Brand's Pop. Antiq. vol. i. p. 364. 
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Yule-clog, or Yull-cloo, a large block or log of wood laid 
on the fire on Christmas Ere ; and, if possible, kept 
burning all the following day, or longer. A portion of the 
old clog of the preceding year is sometimes saved to light 
up the new block at the next Christmas, and to preserve 
the fiunily firom harm in the mean time. Many, otherwise 
sensihle, persons, though ashamed to admit their belief in 
these ridiculous notions, would be uncpmfortaUe, did they 
entirely neglect them. 

Come bring, with a noise. 
My mei^ie, merrie boys. 

The Chriftnuu Log to the firing ; 
While my good Dame she 
Bids ye all be free. 

And drink to your heart's desiring. 

Herriek^ CertmonAcM fur Chmtiwuse. 

Part must be kept wherewith to teend, 

The Christmat Log next yeare ; 
And where 'tis safely kept, the Fiend 
• Can do no mischiefe (there). 

Herrickt Ceremonies fir Candlenuute Dap, 

YuLE-DOUGH, or YuLi^Doo, a tittle image of paste, studded 
with currants ; baked for children at Christmas ; mtended 
Gftiginally, perhaps, for a figure of the Child Jesus, witli the 
A^rgin Mary. V, Ihre, jMrod^-^and Brand's Pop. Antiq. 
vol. i. p. 410. 



THE END. 



BRRATA. 

P. •» Une 6 IWmd bottom, for nMmm read odKm. 

P. 8, Iin« 9 fttmi bottom, for Alhm read Ahm, 

P. 8i> line 0, forlM raid Ami 

P. 64» bottonl Um^ for mbr md flb*. 

P. 87, line 9 from bottom, forjbdtqm tttAJboUt^$, 

P. 71, Une 11, for Spemetr reed Sjpemaer, 

P. 80, Une S from bottom, for cpgtrMi ms reed opprdbriimg* 

P. 100^ Une 10 from bottom, for^'tpuNHon reed 

P. 1A9, Une It, for oNOMt reed MNPM. 

P. 170^ Une 9 ftom bottom, for aBUmae reed 

P. 175,Unel4,forfeuereedtai». 

P. 176» Une S from bottom, for ioim reed moim, 

P. 185,Unel8,forMbi<s«iMreed««h<JMk. 

P. 890^ Une 4 (torn bottom, after teoai tnaeit emptjf* 
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